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On perspective

They weren’t bigots.
Thoughtful, decent people
opposed integration in the
~ name of “states rights” and
“Southern tradition.” Now the
excuse is “traditional mar-
riage” and “take it to the peo-
ple.” Of course it’s not preju-
dice, it’s not bigotry, they
don’t really hate gay people!
Tell me another.

They say Vermont legisla-
tors didn’t listen to the peo-
ple! Then why is it that every
single legislator who compro-
mised moved away . from
same-sex marriage, not
towards it? It’s because they
listened to the bigoted, igno-
rant majority that we have
marriage lite, Jim Crow mar-
riage, the marriage that dare
not speak its name.

They say the legislature is
arrogant! No, the arrogant
ones are the straight people
who think they know what’s
best for gay people. Not only
that — they think they can tell
us what our sexuality is all
about. How many gay people
do you hear talking about
“choice?” If you’re straight
and believe your own sexual-
ity is a choice, fine! But don’t
tell me what mine is; I know
better than you. And there’s
more: straight people have
such a sense of arrogant enti-
tlement, that if we get a sec-
ond-class institution just for
us, they want in too! It’s OK
for gays to be excluded from
marriage; but God forbid
straight people be excluded
from anything.

Arrogant?

Kevin Moss
Middlebury, VT

On gratitude

We have heroes and angels
walking among us, and I want
to thank them for everything
they have done for us.

Bill Lippert, the only open-
ly gay member of the
Legislature, was able to put a
face on discrimination that
his peers could not ignore.
His eloquent words carried
the day when our opponents
thought they had the votes to
kill civil unions. The outcome
was not always certain and
Bill made a critical differ-
ence. Who can forget Bill’s
words when he told the world
that gays and lesbians are
good people and we deserve
to have our relationships cele-
brated. He told the truth when
he said that our communities
and our families depend on us
and that the world is a better
place because we exist. He
made us feel proud.

Stan Baker, Peter
Harrigan, Nina Beck, Stacy

Jolles, Lois Farnham, and
Holly Puterbaugh put them-
selves and their families on
the line when they filed the
lawsuit to get the right to
marry. Their courage is a bea-
con to all. The inner strength
it takes to make yourself a
public target for the greater
good of your community is
something most of us will
never experience. We can
never repay the debt we owe
them.

Beth Robinson and Susan
Murray were the lawyers who
decided that if gay and les-
bian marriage were to
become a reality, they would
need to bring the lawsuit. On
the steps of the statehouse,
one of them told the story
about the first time they
marched in a Gay Pride
parade with the “Freedom to
Marry” banner. Some oppo-
nents laughed out loud at the
very idea of gay and lesbian
marriage. Anticipating victo-
ry, she said, “They -aren’t
laughing any more.”

I was reminded of
Mahatma Ghandi’s quote.
“First they ignore you. Then
they laugh at you. Then they
fight you. Then you win.”
These two women were
ignored and laughed at. They
fought and they won, and
now they have blazed a trail
that others can follow.

We also need to thank the
thousands of Vermonters who
worked hard to make civil
unions a reality. Thank you
for writing letters. Thank you
for testifying. Thank you for
attending town meetings.
Thank you for talking to the
media. Thank you for orga-
nizing. your community.
Thank you for talking to rela-
tives and friends. Thank you
for talking to your lawmak-
ers. Thank you for your time
and effort. You have made a
difference. Together, we have
overcome churches that reject
the truth of who we really are
and we have overcome legis-
lators who willingly choose
to oppress their own citizens.
We have been part of chang-
ing the world and we have
become better human beings
in our struggle. We took all
the lies and hatred that the
opposition could throw at us
and we didn’t let them drag us
down to their level.

Legislators who supported
us deserve our future support.
We needed (and received)
support from all parties and
we need to remember our
friends in the fall elections.
We need to make sure the
lawmakers of all parties know
that if they support us, we
will support them. We need to
show other states that a law-
maker can vote for civil
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unions and get reelected. That
will make it possible for
Vermont’s example to be
repeated in other states.

Ron Benard
Essex, VT

On accountability

Barbara Dozetos’ last edi-
torial tells us we need to
reward people like Keith
Goslant and Virginia Renfrew
for their long unpaid hours. It
would be nice if everyone got
paid for their work in the
movement. It would also be
nice if there were account-
ability to the LGBT commu-
nity. Virginia Renfrew was a
paid lobbyist for the Freedom
to Marry Task Force and
somehow became liaison to
the governor.

But the only public act we
are aware of that she per-
formed in that capacity was
against, not for lesbians.
When over half of the mem-
bers of the Burlington
Women’s Council (a minority
of them lesbians) named the
homophobic nature of then
director Jennifer Matthew’s
behavior, Virginia Renfrew
publicly supported her pal
against lesbians. She allowed
her name and position as liai-
son to the Governor to be
used by Peter Freyne to say
what he wanted to say. i.e. —
there is no homophobia at
BWC, see Virginia Renfrew
official liaison says so. But
did Renfrew ever check into
it? No.

Did she speak to any of the
lesbians in BWC about it?
No. She did this because
Jennifer Matthews was her
crony. She dismissed the
experience of lesbians who
actually witnessed Matthew’s
behavior. Did she investigate
the matter before proclaiming
to the press that it was false?
No again. She came to one
meeting with her -mind
already made up and
screamed at Peggy Lubhrs,
“Do you think you’re helping
lesbians?” That was the
extent of her attempts at dia-
logue.

The three of us were part
of the Council and saw a dis-
tinct homophobic pattern in
the way Matthews dealt with
those who opposed her
authoritarian reorganization
plans. So did many heterosex-
ual BWC members. That is
why the group voted to have a
workshop on homophobia.
Though more straight women
than lesbians opposed the
plans, Matthews and her
allies continually character-
ized lesbians in the organiza-
tion in dishonest, demeaning
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