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Orientation of the Species
continued from page twenty-one

course. But it would have been
a tactical disaster to forward
such an individual to symbol-
ize that cause.

Similarly, a sixty-something
leather daddy and his 19-year-
old boy/slave ultimately
deserve the rights of civil mar-
riage. They would, however,
make uniquely unconvincing
symbols, at least in the minds
of most Vermonters.

This is because when people
are at all open to influence —
when they have at least a bit of
indecision on a subject — they
are more persuaded by others
more similar to themselves.
Emotion-laden appeals get the
biggest initial reaction, but it
usually fades. Rational argu-
ments presented by credible
sources tend to have the most
durable effect. (Credibility
depends on who’s listening:
plenty of folks find, for
instance, psychologists to be
uniquely lacking in trustwor-
thiness.)

Think back to the Phelps
gang’s visit. I know of no evi-
dence that they could have
changed many Vermonters’
minds. For all their supposed
savvy, the Kansas contingent
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seems to get caught up in act-
ing — in their minds, at least —
in a “prophetic” way, to the
detriment of their message.

This would comfort me, but
for every Phelps, there are
three in the Gary Bauer mold:
cool, seemingly rational, and
armed with allegedly scientific
evidence to justify his subtle
hate.

In a better world, we could
effectively counter such mes-
sages with a chorus line of
sassy, dirty-talking drag
queens; wouldn’t that be great?
But satisfying though it might
be, it would not be very per-
suasive.

So we’re somewhat stuck
with a choice. By focusing
attention on how same-sex
couples are, mostly, just like
“normal” people, we are, in a
little way, telling a lie. What
about those leather daddies,
boy toys, diesel dykes, and the
rest of our community’s
“diversity?”  Downplaying
their existence does, in fact,
misrepresent who and what we
are. This poses an ethical
dilemma, one that psychologi-
cal research doesn’t really
inform.
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However, to the degree that
equity may flow from same-
sex marriage, the research does
suggest a means to that end.

First, determine which deci-
sion-makers are either on our
side or open to persuasion.
Rely on rational evidence, for-
warded by credible sources.
Present a unified front. And
resist the urge to counter outra-
geousness of one kind -
remembering that it doesn’t
have much influence, anyway
— with our own kind.

We may not win points for
style, but we may achieve
something much greater. ¥
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Faith Matters and Identity Matters
continued from page twenty

that I write this column every
month, because we who are
GLBT have too few resources
in our lives that affirm and cel-
ebrate the complimentary
nature of sexual and spiritual
identity development. We
believe a lie to think that our
GLBT sexual identities are
contrary to having a healthy
spiritual identity. But too few
voices in our culture say this to
us. Too few of us seem to know
that becoming a happy, healthy
GLBT person of faith can be
like learning to ride a bicycle.
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It’s a matter of owning our
natural envy of those who have
become happy, healthy GLBT
people for whom faith matters.
After that, it’s a matter of giv-
ing ourselves permission to
mingle with and learn from
those who have attained this,
what ever “this” is for us.

This is not a risk-free
process, any more than learn-
ing to ride a bicycle is.
However, becoming indepen-
dent, self-loving, two-wheeling
spiritual and sexual beings is
worth the risk. Like my nieces,
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I would rather risk the pain of
the learning process than die
never having experienced the
exhilaration of riding freely
through life. ¥

Rev.  Christine  Leslie,
founder and director of
Triangle Ministries, A Center
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgendered Spiritual
Identity, lives near Burlington.
For more information, call
802-860-76106 or email revc-
sl@aol.com.
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