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TWENTY

& The Way We Were, And Are

SOMETHING

BY THOMAS HENNING

omeone recently asked me
s whether the boy I once was

would be proud of the man
I have become. I thought it not
only an interesting question, buta
potential article. Thus, pumpkins,
I give you my answer. To the
witty, charming person with the
clever conversation skills, I thank
you for the inspiration.

Would the boy I once was be
proud of the man I have become?
As a boy I was homophobic,
puritanical in thought, and vitri-
olic in judgement. My father
knew everyone and my mother
spoke to everyone. That meant
there was never anything about
our lives that people did not
know or comment on. It was
stressed that one should behave
in a manner that society finds
acceptable and — more important-
ly — values. This meant impecca-
ble manners, an ability to smile
when in pain, charming wit and
observation, and a survival
instinct that always ensured a seat
at The Table.

The boy I was grew up believ-
ing there is one right way to live
and only one acceptable dream to
follow. The boy I was grew up

Ralph Lauren ad.

believing everyone had a place, a
mark they needed to hit. For
example, in my family, I am the
mover and shaker. I was brought
up believing that my social skills
and mind were my strengths. I
was valued for the attention I
received or for how well behaved
I was. In turn, I never believed I
was attractive or had a right to be
attractive or sexual; those were
another brother’s strengths. I
always felt ugly, undesirable, and
unworthy of attention. On the flip
side, I could dish attitude and
opinion like a debutante choosing
a dress for her introduction to

society.
The boy I was believed you

The boy I was believed you
were supposed to live like a

were supposed to live like a
Ralph Lauren ad. You looked a
certain way, spoke a certain way,
lived a certain way, and that way
was the only
correct one.
That  boy
was scared
of the out-
side world
and clutched
his safe,
sterile space
with white knuckles. On the flip
side, the same boy secretly
envied those in that outside world
— those who just were, no apolo-
gies or explanations; those who
lived as they saw fit by their
moral standards, not their neigh-
bors’.

So would the boy I was once
be proud of the man I have
become? Yes and no.

Yes, the boy I was once would
be proud of the man I have
become: the man who does not
apologize for being who he is or
for believing what he does; the
man who could walk into a room
and be confident of what he has
to say. He would be proud that I

grew up to be someone with prin-
ciples, compassion, and promise
for a future of success and fulfill-
ment, someone who believes in
community, family, loyalty, and
dedication. I have a generous
heart and giving nature, and yes,
the boy I was once would be
proud of me.

Then again, no, the boy I was
would not be proud of the man I
am. The boy would be disap-
pointed that, just as I was taught,
I use my vitriolic judgements and
wit to lash out at those who
threaten me. The boy would be
upset that I still give those
demons power over me, still give
credit to those voices that try to
hold me back, and still belittle
people or push them away as a
basic survival instinct. He would
not like that I still am intimidated
by intimacy, haven’t fully real-
ized that I deserve to be loved,
and let those fears take control of
me. Truth is, he would have every
right to be upset. So no, the boy I
was once would not be proud of
the man I have become.

I think our younger selves
always walk with us and remind
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If you are thinking about selling your condo and
buying a single-family home OR if you are

The Single Family/
Condo Connection

Louanne Nielsen, one of the leading real estate
. agents in Chittenden County, has joined The

us who we dreamed of being and
how we envisioned our lives. I
have lost many things in my life,
and my innocence is one of them.
What I hold on to is my faith. I
believe in the ability of people to
be kind, giving, and just, and I
am no exception. I make mis-
takes and sometimes take a
wrong turn. It happens — I am
human — but I always try to find
my way back. People have the
ability to make themselves
happy, to improve quality of life
not only for themselves but for
those around them, and every
person has the ability to be kind
and giving of themselves.

I don’t mind that I haven’t
reached my perfect self. I think
it’s healthy that the boy I once
was is not completely happy with
the man I have become. [ am not
finished growing, and I will
always have room for improve-
ment. The trick is to be commit-
ted to improving my life, living
my dreams, and being proud of
the person I am becoming. It is
something, [ believe, that we all
owe to ourselves. ¥V
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thinking about selling your single family home
and buying a condo, we're the team to do it.

We know that no matter who you
are or what you do for a living, you
want to see your family secure, your
children educated, your retirement
assured.

We're ready to help with a wide
range of investments and a profes-
sionally trained Financial Advisor
who can tailor a program to your
needs. At Morgan Stanley Dean
Witter™ we. measure success one
investor at a time.

Condo Guy Team. When you work with our
team, you get the best of both worlds!

Call or visit us today. Bill Desautels A oG Louanne Nielsen
GINGER WILLI Al\);ISON RE/MAX North Professionals x‘?’@, RE/MAX North Professionals
802-655-3333 X17 802-655-3333 X30

Financial Advisor 800-639-4520 X17 1“’ 800-639-4520 X30

Gateway Plaza, 30 Main Street
. Burlington, VT 05401
800-869-9600 802-863-7728
802-865-2137 Fax
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MORGAN STANLEY DEAN WITTER|

Villas Margarita

a welcoming destination in the tropics

Morgn Stanley Dean Witter is a service mark of Morgan Staaley Desn
Witter & Co. and services are offered through Dean Wikter Reynolds
lac., member SIPC. T 1998 Dean Witter Reyneolds Inc.

Privacy, seclusion and fabulous scenery in :
the rainforest near beaches, snorkeling,
sailing, kayaking, hiking, nightlife, etc! :

i PO Box 70005, Suite 343
TREE HOUSE VILLA: New, 2-bedroom, : Fajardo, Puerto Rico
full kitchen, large pool, private veranda. :

i 00738-7005
: 787/889-2098
$700/wk per couple : margrita@pinacolada. net
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