TWENTY

umpkins, I am going to let
Pyou in on a little secret. I

have a birthday this month.
That is right, this humble colum-
nist is a Cancer, born in the Year
of the Dog with the moon in
Libra.

July 10: that is the day I
entered this world screaming,
yelling, and getting my bottom
spanked — some things never
change.

I live for my birthday. It is the
one day a year I throw open my
doors and scream to the world,
“Come adore me, shower me
with love and praise, celebrate
my life with me, and remind me
how fortunate I am to have a life
filled with such amazing and
wonderful people.”

Well, it’s the one official day
of the year, anyway: every year
on my birthday, I invite all my
friends and spend the evening
celebrating me. Vain as it may
sound, pumpkins, it is actually
very therapeutic. I don’t always
value the people that mean so
much to me. I get too involved in
the day-to-day events of my life
and forget to stop and appreciate
how blessed I am.

It is also how I get through a
very painful day four days after
my birthday. My brother Sammy
died July 14; this year will be the
seventh anniversary. So, every
year, I now have a huge party cel-
ebrating my life and all my bless-
ings; four days later, I spend the
day with myself, remembering
my life with my baby brother.

My brother’s death has taught
me many things. One of the most
important is that you can’t take
each day for granted. You can’t
live your life knowing that there
will be a tomorrow, because we
have no guarantee of that. It is so
easy to forget how precious each
moment of time is. How precious
each of us are. It is baffling to me
how much we take life for grant-
ed.
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I have spent too much of my
life apologizing, in one form or
another, because I was gay and
proud of who I am. I spent too
much time buying into shame
that I had about the abuse I suf-
fered as a child. I have spent too
much time trying not to shine
because I thought I didn’t

deserve it. That’s all going to
change. As Ms. LaBelle says,
“I’ve got a new attitude.”

There is a well-known quote
that goes, “Dance as though no
one is watching you, love as
though you have never been hurt
before, sing as though no one can
hear you, live as though heaven is
on earth.” This year for my birth-
day, I am making a promise to
myself; a promise that, until now,
I have been unable to make or
keep. The promise is that I will
take that piece of advice and
make it my mantra. It will be my
own personal mission statement
— something that I think we all
should have; silly as it sounds.
This will be mine.

So this year I am going to
laugh loud and hard. I am going
to slow-dance with boys under
the moon in an empty field and
wake up every morning with a
smile on my face because I have
been blessed with a new day. I
am going to kiss boys hard, long,
and charged with sexual tension,
and not apologize to anyone for
it. I am going to look in the mir-
ror and_like what I see looking
back at me. This is the year that
Thomas gets ‘fierce,’ lives large

SOMETHING

and legendary, and goes ‘Jackie
Chan’ on anyone who tries to
stop him.

That’s right, pumpkins, it is a
new season on The Tommy Show,
and it promises to be the best yet.
Stay tuned, because I am going to
go all out. I am going to bring it
up a level, and you all have front

“Dance as though no one is watching
you, love as though you have never
been hurt before, sing as though no
one can hear you, live as though
heaven is on earth.”

row seats. My birthday will be
the season kick-off, and from
there I suggest you buckle your
seat belts, sweet peas.

All right, before I use every
corny line in the book, let me
wrap this up by saying that I
believe we all have the responsi-
bility to live our lives to the
fullest. We have the right to love,
laugh, dance, sing, and live.
Every moment is full of wonder;
we just have to take the time to
notice and appreciate it. The way
the candlelight dances off of your
partner’s moist lips, or the way
your pets rest their heads on your
feet as you read your favorite
book; it’s all there — we just have
to realize it. Don’t let life pass
you by because you were too
busy or scared to get on. We live
each moment only once, and I
say we live it exactly how we
want to.

Just the simple thoughts of a
simple boy. Big, wet kisses to
you all, and if any of you want to
send me a birthday wish, my e-
mail is thomascraigue@hot-
mail.com. Have I mentioned I
love my birthday? ¥

The Condo Guy
Introduces...

If you are thinking about selling your condo and
buying a single-family home OR if you are
thinking about selling your single family home
and buying a condo, we’re the team to do it.

Bill Desautels
RE/MAX North Professionals

802-655-3333 X17 — &‘" 7
800-639-4520 X17 »

The Single Family/
Condo Connection

Louanne Nielsen, one of the leading real estate
agents in Chittenden County, has joined The
Condo Guy Team. When you work with our
team, you get the best of both worlds!

RE/MAX North Professionals

Louanne Nielsen

802-655-3333 X30

800-639-4520 X30
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Stay Healthy Naturally
AT THE ONION RIVER CO-OP.

The Onion River Co-op has a wide variety of vit-
amin supplements, herbal extracts and homeopathic reme-
dies to help you stay healthy this cold & flu season. If you
already have a cold or the flu, natural remedies along with
bed rest and plenty of fluids will help alleviate symptoms.
Here's a sample of what we carry:

Source Naturals
St. John's Wort
300 mg. 60 ct.

SALE $6.75 30% off!

Zand Zinc Lozenges
SALE $1.25 25% off!

Olympian Labs Ginkgo
SALE $6.99 Over 40% off!
Over 1,500 supplements to choose jrom!
Feeling better doesn’t have to cost a lot.

A community-owned
natural market
CELEBRATING 27 YEARS
274 North Winooski Avenue, Burlington 863-3659

New Hours! Mon-Sat. 9-9 ¢ Sun. 11-8
Visa/Mastercard/ ATM/EBT Accepted

Buy a gift from the Bats

& your love will dance

by the light of a
-

Stloery Moon
Full Moon - Guly 25t

4

207 FLYNN AVE.
BurLINGTON, VT

BY THE TRACKS 802-8660-14868
Hours: Tues-SAt 10-6, SuN 1-5, CLoSED MONDAY
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Collectibles & Useful Things

THREE OLD BATS

Anfiques,

-

Quite Simply...
The finest collection of

Furniture, Carpeting & Accessories
in Vermont

Rutland House Ltd.

rtes 11/30 ¥ in the heart of
manchester center, vermont

(802) 362-2001

~

162 south main street
rutland, vermont 05701

(802) 775-2911

from all over vermont: (800) 649-2911
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Telemark Ale
Covered Bridge IPA
Ox Pull Stout

: Sap Brew
World's Fair Special
Winter Expedition Ale

LIZ TROTT o JANICE MORAN
PO BOX 837

SO. ROYALTON, VT 05068
802.763.7539
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