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Phil Johnson (left) and Frank
Kameny dance together at the
American Psychiatric
Association Banquet in Dallas,
Texas, 1972.

After Stonewall

A documentary
by John Scagliotti
PBS, June 23, 9 pm

buzz about John Scagliotti’s

After Stonewall was that
Melissa Etheridge had signed on
to do the narration. Sharing of this
news was usually followed by a
gleeful declaration that this in and
of itself was a reason to watch in
and of itself.

But if you’re planning tc tune
in for the sequel to the acclaimed
Before Stonewall solely to hear
the husky tones of the divine Ms.
Etheridge, you’re going to be sore-
ly disappointed. She speaks no
more than a few dozen lines during
the entire 86 minutes.

That, in my opinion, is a Very
Good Thing.

Don’t get me wrong. I have the
same (sometimes unfortunate)
Pavlovian response to those afore-
mentioned husky tones as the next
lesbian. But the ix-nay on her oice-
vay means that there are a whole
lot of other voices to be heard in
this documentary.

There are the voices of leaders:
Harry Hay, Rita Mae Brown,
Dorothy Allison, Larry Kramer,
David Mixner, and Jewelle
Gomez, who participated in the
struggles of the past three decades
— and the struggles that preceded
those.

There are the voices of the peo-
ple next door: police officers out
on the job, small-town residents
who got tired of secrets, couples
who didn’t wait for marriage to be
legalized and exchanged vows
anyway.

There are the voices of Harvey
Milk and Matthew Shepard and
countless others who died for vari-
ous reasons that all boil down to
the same thing: they were gay.

There are the voices of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
Coretta Scott King, the Reverend
Jesse Jackson and other powerful
straight allies who have helped our
causes through their words and
actions.

There are even the voices of
Anita Bryant, Joe Briggs, Jesse
Helms, and the Reverend (sneeze)
Fred Phelps. Like it or not, they
are all an important part of our
‘story — and occasionally they,

For countless months, the big

too, have helped our causes
through their words and actions.
Like a skilled choirmaster,
Scagliotti blends the high and low
notes of being queer in America
during the last 30 years. There are
some refrains, but few protracted
solos, and almost everyone gets to
be heard for at least a bar or two.
This is not going to be mistak-
en for a DreamWorks production;
background music, sound effects
and graphics are in short supply.
It’s the archival footage and the
interviews that create the emotion,
not the trappings of production.
That material seems fairly bal-
anced between elements: women’s
and men’s movements; East Coast
and West Coast; urban and rural;
celebrities and ‘just folks.” The
only way the balance seems to tip
is toward the political. Segments
on bathhouses, women’s music,
and weddings end up as tinged
with politics as those on anti-gay
amendments, the burning of
churches, and anti-censorship
demonstrations. But there’s no

pilot error; you’re not hit over the

head with these links. The relation-
ships just become obvious — if
they weren’t already.

The balance also means that
you shouldn’t expect to find any
single event explored in real depth.
But that’s not the point here. In
fact, it’s a real accomplishment
that the film doesn’t run off on
long tangents and lose sight of the
bigger picture in the details.

Think of After Stonewall as a
video primer in Contemporary
Gay American History told by
those who have lived it before and
with us. Watch it. Use it as a jump-
ing-off point to learn about who
you are and who you came from.

And if you need to listen to a
Melissa Etheridge CD afterward
just to get your fix o’ that husky
voice, so be it. V

Golden Thfeads

A film by Lucy Winer
PBS, June 8, 10 pm

The first time I watched
Golden Threads, 1 was disappoint-
ed. Annoyed, even.

It was my own fault.

I had misconceptions — lots of
‘em. I was expecting some combi-
nation of a biography of Christine
Burton and a comprehensive histo-
ry of Golden Threads, the interna-
tional connection service for elder
lesbians that she started at age 80.

I knew from the press kit that
Burton had been, at various points
in her life, an actress, a horse
farmer, a teacher, a nun, and a
businesswoman. I knew that she’d
been spurred to start Golden
‘Threads when she was rejected by
a lesbian dating service because
she was”too old.” I was looking
forward to the stories behind all
this, to more anecdotes about her
experiences, to more facts.

But looking for hard facts in
Golden Threads, while not an
exercise in futility, is a waste of an

otherwise perfectly good film.

It does not provide a biography
of Christine Burton, nor does it
offer a comprehensive history of

' the eponymous organization.

In fact, I don’t think it even
delivers on the press kit’s promise
that it “profiles Burton’s uncon-
ventional life.”

But that broken promise
belongs to the press kit, not to the
film.

Because, as I discovered on my
second viewing, the film delivers
something even better than the
story of Christine Burton. It deliv-
ers a sense of Christine Burton,
and it does so with style and grace
and humor.

Between interview clips and
captured interactions with Burton,
Winer cleverly uses scenes from
the ninth annual Golden Threads
gathering in Provincetown with a
voiceover of Burton reading her
own conference registration corre-
spondence.

By combining biographical
anecdotes, philosophical reflec-
tion, and social encounters, Winer
fashions an image of Burton that is
somewhere between portrait and
abstraction.

But that is not all she does.

Even stronger than the portray-
al of Burton, in my opinion, is her
examination of what it means to be
an elder lesbian in a world that
doesn’t really know how to handle
its elderly or its lesbians.

Discussions and interviews
with the assembled members of
Golden Threads variously display
strength and insecurity, wisdom
and humour, patience, impatience,
and the desire to never hear the
words “feisty old woman” again.

In short, they display a range of
emotion and intellect that reminds
viewers that aging does not neces-
sarily diminish the capacity for
either.

Despite these strengths, there is
an Achilles’ heel, and I think it’s
Lucy Winer’s insertion of herself
into the script in more than an inci-
dental role.

Given my preference for the
invisible documentarian, it surpris-
es me to realize that it’s a lack of
Winer that rubs me the wrong way.
Her progression through her own
midlife crisis is a wonderful com-
plement to the other two pieces of
this pie, but there’s something
unresolved about the balance and
the rhythm of her animated reflec-
tions that simply didn’t work for
me.

It’s a little unsettling, but it’s
not a major flaw. The bottom line
is that this films works best paying
heed to its title — as the fabric
formed when various and sundry
threads come together. Viewers are
free to enjoy the patterns that catch
their fancy and learn a little some-
thing from the ones that don’t.

So throw away your press kits
and your TV guide descriptions —
preferably before you read them.
Throw away your expectations of
facts and figures. Throw away
your expectations of ‘pure’ docu-
mentary, open your minds to the
threads of this film, and enjoy the
moments they weave. ¥V
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. WE'RE ON THE
STREET!

Come See the New Digs!

* Bridge Street Entrance
® Increased Seating

* Expanded Menu
e Wheelchair Accessible

Bakery: Mon-Fri 6-6, Sun & Sat 8-1
Breakfast: Mon-Fri 6-11 Brunch: Sun & Sat 8-1 .
Lunch Every Day — CLOSED JUNE 14, 15 FOR FILMING

Local Legends

LOCAL ACWS'I’IC HIISK Ill A RELAXED SETTING

CAFE

T

Mike Devers, Lee & Elden i
'DON SHELDON WITH MITCH BARRON
ROFESSOR FAIRBANKS WITH TRA(Y WOLTERS

DOORS OPEN 7, MUSIC 7:30-10, FOOD SERVED ‘TIL 9

Sm 9‘“]\—“9‘“ Too far out? Visit

S\M“ 9om-pm m.bordars,wm
BOOKS - MUSIC:-CAFE E

29 CHURCH ST ® CHURCH STREET MARKETPLACE ® 802-865-2711

.

Extensive Selection
Over 200,000 book, music and video fitles
Over 2,000 periodicals
Most Extensive Music selection in Burlington!
30% discount on current New York Times bestsellers
10% discount on most other hardcovers
Over 500 listening stations to preview CDs

RAINBOW CATTLE CO.

BRATTLEBORO, VT

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
DANCE TO LATEST CLUB MUSIC FRIDAY & SATURDAY
LEVI-LEATHER LAST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH
OPEN AT 8PM WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY

' 940 US RT. 5, BETWEEN EXITS 3&4 OFF [-91

www.together.net/~cattleco 802-254-9830
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THE T.V. SHOW BY, FOR AND ABOUT
VERMONT'S L/G/B/T COMMUNIITY AND
OUR SUPPORTERSI

Sit back and enjoy our June program filled with
news, resources and an informative interview with

Peter Thomas, Green Mountain Freedom Band

— PROGRAM SCHEDULE and VIEWING INFO —
Adelphia (CH. 15) (Greater Burlington area) Fri 9pm
Adelphia (CH. 15) (Montpelier, Waterbury, Randolph)

2nd & 4th Fri 7:30pm

Lake Champlain (CH. 2) 1st & 2nd Mon 11pm and
1st & 2nd Wed. 10pm
Helicon (CH. 7) (Barre) 2nd & 4th Mon 8:30pm
BCTV (CH. 8) (Brattleboro) call 257-0888 for air days/time
MCTV (Middlebury, E. Middlebury, Weybridge) 388-3062 for airtimes
MMCTV (CH. 3)(Richmond, Jericho, Underhill) call 434-2550
for air days/time
WENO (CH.15) (Enosburg, Berkshire, Richford) 1st & 3rd Sun at 8pm
CA-TV (Bennington, Pownal, Shaftsbury, Woodford, Hoosick Falls)
call 442-8868 for air days/time



