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EDITORIAL

This Continues Our Test of the Emergency Broadcast System

ast month, our front page
I featured a wake-up call
about a bill in our legisla-
ture that would define marriage as
a union between one man and one
woman. While we were fairly cer-
tain that the bill would never
again be seen outside the commit-
tee room where it now gathers
dust, we thought a reality check
was in order.

While we are fortunate to live
in the most liberal state in the
union — the one where the GLBT
community is better protected by
legislation than in any other — we
must stay alert. Although legisla-
tion of this type has been intro-
duced in Montpelier many times
over the past several years and
never gotten anywhere, it was
important that we take a long look
into the eyes of the opposition —
or at least at their names.

Complacency is, I fear, our
most dangerous enemy at the
moment. I’m almost grateful that
a large and financially sound
organization like we all heard
from last month in the “Aloha,
Vermont” flyer has helped to
sound the alarm. I’ve watched
over the past few weeks as even
the most comfortable and sleepy
of us has jumped to attention. The
phone at the office has rung off
the hook and the email box is full
of “What are you going to do
about this? What do we do now?”

Well, first of all, a deserving

few amongst us should be taking
a fraction of a moment to say, “I
told you so.” The deafening
silence up until now from the
opposition wasn’t fooling them
for second. They’ve been cajoling

towns for the right to marry the
person they love. This is no sur-
prise and certainly no overnight
sensation to any of these people.

Stop for just a second and
thin'k about the uncountable hours

The phone at the office has
rung off the hook and the
email box is full of “What
are you going to do about

this? What do.we do now?”

v

and begging and pleading for thes
rest of us to get off our duffs and
pay attention.

If “What do we do now?” is’
the question on your mind, then
perhaps you should ask the dedi-
cated, under-funded, and over-
worked group known as’ the
Vermont Freedom to Marry Task
Force what they have done
already. They have been working .
on this issue since 1995 — twe -
years before the lawsuit was filed.
Speaking of the lawsuit, ask any
one of the six people who have
endured the tedium and scrutiny
that has gone along with their
decision to sue their respective
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the attorneys have invested in this
effort. This isn’t just a job for
Susan Murray, Beth Robinson, or
Mary Bonauto. They are, I’m
sure, eating, dreaming, and
breathing this topic more than
they care to admit. It’s also not
without the support of the law
firm -of Langrock Sperry and
Wool that this pro bono work is
happening.

So, having said all of that, I
should add that you aren’t likely
to hear anything even faintly self-
righteous from any of these peo-
ple. They won’t say, “I told you
$0,” Knowing them, they might
fot even have thought it — they’re

nicer people than I am. But I’ll
say it for them. They told us so;
they said our opponents in the
struggle to gain equality would
not go quietly into the night.

Not only were they right, but
they also have a plan for what to
do next, and they didn’t just put it
together two weeks ago when the
now-infamous ‘Aloha Letter’ hit
Vermont or even last fall at the
Supreme Court — the last time we
all got excited and ran around
asking, “What do we do now?”

So, by all means, let’s capital-
ize on the galvanizing effect this
assault from the right has had
upon us, but let’s use our heads —
and our valuable existing
resources. I’ve said it before and I
know I’ll say it again: we must
stop trying to reinvent the wheel.
We didn’t acquire the rights we
enjoy now by osmosis. There are
systems in place. There are many
people within our ' community
who know what to do next, so
when we ask that question, we
should be asking them.

Get involved, participate,
donate money, educate yourself
so you can educate others, and
thank your lucky stars that we
have accessible resources avail-
able and do not have to start from
scratch. This is not the beginning
of the fight by a long shot, but
your assistance in the current bat-
tle will, most assuredly, be wel-
comed.V
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