Genetic Dilemn

Golds, starring Faye

Dunaway, we watch an entire
family struggle over the discov-
ery that the daughter’s fetus is to
be a homosexual boy child. The
husband is angry, the wife per-
plexed, the grandparents at war
with each other and the brother
. (who IS a homosexual) hurt and
insulted by familial attitudes. If
the identification of one or more
genes dictate sexual orientation,
what will be the impact on soci-
ety? Will this be the end of all
lesbians and gays? Or can these
genes be “fixed?” Why should
they be “fixed?”

The Community Genetics and
Ethics Project (CGEP) is a three-
year effort to prepare Vermont to
deal with how we view ourselves
and others...funded by the
Ethical, Legal and Social
Implication (ELSI) program at
the National Human Genome
Research Institute. .

Between March of 1998
through February, 2001, Vermont
clergy, mental health profession-
als, teachers, primary care
providers, public policy leaders
and others have and will be
attending a CGEP retreat to dis-
cuss the ethical, legal and social
implications of the new genetics.
This is a program of the Vermont
Human Genetics Initiative
through the University of
Vermont College of Medicine, at
this time, being led by Alan E.
Guttmacher; M.D., Edward J.
Mahoney, Ph. D., and Roy E.
Cutler, M.S. The Human
Genome Project’s current target
date for sequencing ALL human
DNA is the year 2003!

I found myself surrounded by

I n the movie, Twilight Of The

dS

social workers, counselors, news-
paper and publication editors,
and Abenaki and Ojibway
Indians at a three day retreat at
Rock Point discussing how
revealed gene clusters should be
“legally engineered.” “Isn’t it
wonderful to now know that a
gene on chromosome 17 causes
the inherited form of breast can-
cer? Now we can prepare our-
selves for early treatment,” said
one enthusiast. “Great,” said
another, “but what are we going
to do about cloned human
embryos nurturing in Petri dishes
all around this country?”

Some of the genetic disorders
that can be detected before birth
are cystic fibrosis, Down syn-
drome, muscular dystrophy,
Huntington’s disease, sickle-cell
anemia and many more. Even if
parents-to-be view the genetic
profile of a fetus...what then?
Should a fetus be aborted or a
loving Down syndrome child be
brought into the world?

If you think we have trouble
now finding our way to good
health insurance, think of what
genetic testing could mean to
health insurance companies
about your susceptibility to dia-
betes or breast cancer. Only 30
states have passed laws prohibit-
ing genetic tests of applicants for
insurance or jobs. We can already
predetermine a baby’s sex. Will

we continue to choose our baby’s.

height, weight and intelligence?
Our present faction-fighting over
abortion will disappear into the
ethical issues of emerging gene
techniques.

Copies of a gene have been
injected into a dying man’s fail-
ing heart causing new blood ves-

sel growth. This 58 year old man
now actively works a ranch free
of all previous heart medication.
But adding genes to cells can also
give different functions to these
cells leading to other disorders.
Should the government regulate

- gene therapy?

Have you ever thought of
what it might be like to live with
yourself? Cloning can “produce”
this scene, but human personality
will be different caused by the
effects of both original genes and
also by environmental effects.

There is evidence that heredi-
ty is important in “high intelli-
gence”, but it is certainly not all
important. Genes account for
about 50% or more of the vari-
ance in IQ. All you need to do is
see the movie produced by
Danny DeVito called GALAC-
TACA to remind you of the
human personality’s will to
achieve against tremendous odds.

CGEP has a difficult task.
After ten retreats, there will be a
number of discussion groups.
Then there will be ten
Community Forums. Logistical
support will be given to interest-
ed participants willing to create a
Discussion Group. These discus-
sion groups could be sessions at a
high school class or an adult edu-
cation class or library-booked
based discussions....held in vari-
ous regions of Vermont. From

these discussions a project report:

will be prepared and distributed
to all major groups and interested
parties in the state. Vermont
“could” be a first to develop a
national model for meaningful,
community-based discussion of
Ethical, Legal and Social
Implication issues. ¥V

Measuring Success

One Investor
At a Time

We know that no matter who you
are or what you do for a living; you
want to see your family secure, your
chlldren educated, your retirement
assured.

We're ready to help with a wide
range of investments and a profes-
sionally trained Financial Advisor
who can tailor a program to your
needs. At Morgan Stanley Dean
Witter™ we measure success one
investor at a time.

Call or visit us today.

GINGER WILLIAMSON
Financial Advisor

Gateway Plaza, 30 Main Street
Burhgnton VT 05401
800-869-9600 802-863-7728
802-865-2137 Fax

MORGAN STANLEY DEAN WITTER
Stanley Dean Witeris » service mark of Morgan Sasley Deaa

Morgan
Witter & Co. a0d services are offered through Dean Witter Reynolds
lac.. member SIPC. € 1998 Dean Witter Reynolds Inc.

(Located in the smme space as Jerome the Florist)

The Jeweler's Bench

. Custom Design -
Patricia Palumbo T
Designer ~ Jeweler Jewelry Repairing
Fine Handcrafted Jewelry

260 North Main Street, Barre, VT 05641 ~ 802-479-1496
vt toll free: 877-557-7236 ~ email: ppalumbo@sover.net

Elizabeth Campbell

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

15 E. Washington St., Rutland, VT 05701
(802) 773-4030 Elizabet@sover.net

Serving the Vermont Community

OuT IN THE MOUNTAINS — APRIL 1999 — 5

Bpa WE’'RE ON THE
2,  STREET!

i BAKERY\ Come See the New Digs!
) ot g * Bridge Street Entrance
AND f [ e Increased Seating
*E ded M
CAFE' |  hniarhe.

Bakery: Mon-Fri 6-6, Sun & Sat 8-1
Breakfast: Mon-Fri 6-11 Brunch: Sun & Sat 8-1
Lunch Every Day

BRIDGE STREET, RI(HMOND

* 434-3148

e Masefield & Doug Perkins
- SWING, NEW & BLUEGRASS, AWESOME PICKING
rkowitz & John Dunlop
- Cemic FiopLE, GuImAR & Bizuki
ke with RRRRROY

FJDO RS‘OPE ,7‘:Mll$l( 7:30-10, FOOD SEVED ‘TIL 9

T
Love Your Mother. Buy Used.
- Earth Day, April 22nd -

207 FLYNN AVE.
BugrLiNGTON, VT

By THE TRACKS ‘
802-660-14686

| Hours: Tues-SAT 10-6, SuN 1-5, CLoSED MONDAY
_—

AL |

T

M
o~ Susn,0,  THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
& & \%o. 9
5 %
245 5 7
e Ll Tom Sweeney Lm.T.
2 e 107 South Main St.

W. Lebanon, NH 03784
(603) 298-0441 R

For optimal health & well being (603) 448-6653

J

Telemark Ale
Covered Bridge IPA
Ox Pull Stout

Sap Brew

World's Fair Special
Winter Expedition Ale

PR wilza 1 .
RN £+ TN Ut AT T

QWA <==F>CH

LIZ TROTT ¢ JANICE MORGAN
PO BOX 837
SO. ROYALTON, VT 05068

802.763.7539

N

TOURS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY /




