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Bing your Valentine to

Advice for OITM, Embrace Your
Fabulous Adolescent Ambiguity

volleyball,
music-and having a good time.

oming = of age in
‘ America is a fluid

process defined not by
chronological age but more by
the inner rite of passage that
entails rebelling against authori-
ty, defining ones self, and in the
Hollywood  version there is
always a love interest. From The
Breakfast: Club to  The
Incredible “Adventures of Two
Girls in Love films reinforce for
us how this journey towards
becoming  ourselves is both
about defining ourselves, as
well as defining others.

I can remember being thir-
teen like it'was yesterday. I was
getting ready for high school
and I watched coming of age
movies and TV shows like I was
studying for an exam. Pretty in
Pink, Some Kind of Wonderful,
Ferris Bueller's Day Off... any-
thing to teach me what it would
take to be “cool” and not the
“loser” or “geek.” I watched
these movies until I could
define all of the roles of high

school from “nerd” to “jock.”
As the beginning of high school
approached, I got worried. All
of these roles were enthralling,

but they were way too limiting.
What if I went out for volleyball
and did well in my classes,
would I be a “jock-nerd?”

Not being able to define
myself, I did what all good
teenagers do. I rebelled, not
against my folks, but against the
labels. An androgynous ninth
grader, getting all A’s, playing

All of these roles were enthralling,
but they were way too limiting.
What if I went out for Volleyball
and did well in my classes, would
I be a “jock-nerd?”

The Spa

A WOMEN’S# PLACE

accemmedations in Vexmont.

Enjoy... Candletight Dinner
Massage
all fox $275[couple

RICHMOND ¢ 434-2037
¢ THE SPAVT@AOL.COM 9

listening to punk

Whenever anyone tried to
pigeon hole me into one catego-

ry; I would laugh and then do
something to contradict them.

My polonious advice to
OITM on its thirteenth birth-
day...don’t rush to define your-
self as an adult. Embrace the
ambiguity and diversity present
in the population you serve. And
of course, be a good teenager,
and rebel. V¥
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802-863-2300
Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday ’

350 Dorset Street * South Burlington, Vermont 05403
(Turn left on San Remo Drive)

A Community Owned Natural Foods Market & Deli
specializing in Organic Choices!

BRATTLEBORO
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MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-9 SUNDAY 9-8 * 2 MAIN ST °* BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

<p Gay/Lesbian Waltz Class
in Montpelier
s Tuesday February 9 - March 9
; 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. i
¢ (no class March 2)
8 Partner and Experience Not Required
$35 per person
Call Nancy Schulz (802) 223-7035

D)
for additional info or to register @
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Accolade Group
Internet Publishing

www.accolad egroup.net

802.859.8972
ofb@yvillagetrade.com

Smudge Pot
$20

19508

Golden Threads Formica Table

$ 116
IR NG NS,
Discreet Contact Publication for
Lesbian Women over 50, ;K
and yohngen 207 Fl))nn Ave. 2nd floor

http:/ /members.aol.com/ goldentred /index.htm
Sample Copy $5 email: GOLDENTRED@aol.com

P. O Box 65; Richford, VT 05476-0065

Burlington ¢ (802) 859-8966

-Store Hours-

Tue-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 1-5
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