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State to Consider Reporting
Names of HIV Patients

BY JOHN VARGO,
Consumer Organizer
People With AIDS
Coalition

AND ROBERT A. LARABEE,
Co-Chair

People With AIDS
Coalition

he Commissioner of the
I Department of Health,
Jan Carney, MD, and
the State’s Epidemiologist
Peter Galbraith have proposed
a policy of requiring HIV
medical providers to report
names of their HIV + patients
to the state. This is reported-
ly in response to pressure
from the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) and could have
a huge impact on people liv-
ing with HIV in Vermont.
Currently, the Department

of Health (DOH) only keeps -

track of the name and other
identifying information of
individuals diagnosed in
Vermont with AIDS. What
the new policy means is that
all persons who test positive

for HIV, whether they have
developed to the clinical difi-
nition of AIDS or not, will
have their names reported to
the DOH as well.

There 'is another option.
The state of Vermont can use
what is called “Unique
Identifiers”. This system is a
numerically ordered system
used without any name. The

' only identifing factor to some-

one testing positive with HIV
would be a number. There is
no reason that the State of
Vermont should jump to
names reporting before imple-
menting unique indentifers.
Once names are reported,
there is no going back.

This new policy could have
an impact on whether or not
people get tested for HIV.
Some in the community are
concerned that people at risk
for HIV may not get tested
because they think they will
be “name identified” if they
test positive. Despite assur-
ances that this information
will be kept secure some are
worried whenever the names

of HIV positive people are
collected by the state, for
whatever reason. This is par-

ticularly true in a relatively
small state like Vermont
where  preserving  one’s

anonymity can be more of a
concern then in an urban area.

The Department of Health’s
rationale for this policy is that
they will be able to target pre-
vention and services money
that comes into the state.
With better demographic
information there is also the
possibility of having
increased funding for services
and prevention efforts.

Either way it can be a dou-
ble-edged sword. It is critical
that the Department of Health
hear from HIV+ Vermonters
as they move to implement
this policy whether you are for
or against it. We are the resi-
dent “experts” on how this
reporting requirement might
affect peoples ‘willingness to
be tested and initiate treat-
ment’. V
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