n oXymoron is a group of
Awords where contradict-

ory terms are combined.
The combination of the many let-
ters VGLBT may be just that; an
OXyINOron.

First, let’s examine where all
these letters came from and why
or if they represent homosexuali-
ty. We can keep the “V” for
Vermont. »

Now “G,” which stands for
Gay, is an old term, probably
going back 150 years, used once
as a secret code in European
homosexual communities to
describe both men and women in
same gender orientation.

At the turn of the century, cer-
tain cafes in Paris were famous for
protecting people who asked if it
was Gay time, since certain hours
made it possible for protection
from police. Those homosexuals
who gathered at “Gay” times
quickly proliferated this term.
Homosexuals from all over the
world flocked to Paris when their
own countries held them in illegal
status.

Gertrude Stein described her
“charmed circle” of friends as cre-
ative and “gay,” becoming a hero
to repressed Americans starved
for homosexual literature. The
word “Gay” became what we
called ourselves in America after
Stein made it seem like a good

After Stonewall, organizations
throughout the US — mostly on
university campuses — called
themselves the “Gay Task Force.”
I was very active in the beginning
of the Gay Task Force at my uni-
versity in the mid-70s. “Gay”
meant men and women at that
time.

The task force was supposed to
be a political and social protec-
torate. Many of us worked hard to
inch our way through the oppres-
sion using the Gay Task Force as
our uniting political standard.

Somewhere in the beginning
80s, women started to write about
the differences in Lesbian culture
from gay men. So some radical
Lesbians thought it was a great
idea to divide the acronym and
give Lesbians a special spot, thus
giving men the total use of the
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word “Gay.” I resented this
change because the Gay Task
Force as political units across the
country had just made tremendous
gains under the name “Gay” and it
seemed to give away that word to
men.

Anyway, so it went. Men
became known as “Gay Men” and
women were known as only
“Lesbian.” Then we had national
organizations change to “Gay and
Lesbian Task Force.” Okay, it
sounded ridiculous since we had
fought so hard under “Gay,” but it
evolved and is now well estab-
lished.

Then a great debate occurred
as to whether bisexuals should be
protected or included in this polit-
ical unit. Of course, they already
were when they practiced homo-
sexual acts, so-why did they need
protection when they switch-hit to
heterosexual? The debate was not
a logical one, but a financial one.
Scores of bisexuals would enlarge
our’ membership and bring the
financial resources needed to
mount a forceful legal campaign.
So a few Gay and Lesbian Task
Forces in California started to
change their acronyms to GLB.

Things were moving very fast
and by that time the AIDS cam-
paigns were brokered with anyone
to get money to support research.

Nearly anyone would go along
with any new acronym in order to
get money for curing the disease.
But when would the adding of
acronyms end?

When operations of changing
genders became more successful
and the price became more afford-
able, more people began taking
advantage of this transgendering
process. I should underline
PROCESS. In the 90s, this
process wanted political protec-
tion under our wing as GLBT.
Changing gender has nothing to
do with being homosexual, except
unless you became a sex that now
loved the same sex. If after you
changed gender and were attract-
ed to the same sex, then you
would be covered under the
already existing GLB task force.
However, many became hetero-
sexual with their new gender.

So why would a transgender-
ing process need a Gay task force
inclusion? Again, more numbers
enlarge our population and some
groups were swayed to feel liberal
in their inclusion. I see no good
argument for its political inclu-
sion. Transgendering is a process,
not an orientation. The individual
bas support groups to attend until
their operations are fully com-
plete, so there is no correct func-
tion for a political Gay task force
to include them. When the indi-
vidual completes his/her opera-
tions they will fade into that gen-
der. If they place themselves as
women loving women, then they
are lesbians. If they are women
loving men, then they are hetero-
sexual. It is just that simple, polit-
ically speaking.

We are, as a gay community,
forging ahead with important
legal rights for protection and
should stop adding slivers of
acronyms that might take away
from who we are. With mounting
opposition from the Christian
right wingers, we have to be more
serious about the name of our
political organization. What
would Gertrude Stein say? and the
others who struggled from
Stonewall and through the seven-
ties at a great personal price. I
think they would want the original
Gay Task Force who won our first
protections to remain and to col-
lect the rewards. V¥
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Q@ The Co-op is the only natural food store in Burlington
that's owned by its customers. By owning the Co-op, we .
as customers get to be part of something special. 99

Q1 ike knowing that a portion of every dollar T
spend at the Co-op goes to fund local and
international education programs. This year
alone, the Co-op donated over $10,000 to
organizations working to better the
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