24 — OuT IN THE MOUNTAINS — OCTOBER 1998 —

—heal ellbeing —_
CK RICCHIO MD. Faap | Scarlet Ribbons: A Priest with AIDS

hy Rosemary Bailey

Published by Serpent’s Tail, 216 pp. with photographs
POB 806. 184 Rt. 7 South .

specializing in adolescent and pediatric medical care

R e Gl 7 S BEM o o T s i AR

Milton, VT 05468
(888) 527-8189
rrecchio@together.net

BOB GREEN M.A.

LICENSED CLIN!CAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR

34 ELMWOOD AVENUE
BURLINGTON, VT 05401

(802) 658-2390

Susan McKenzie MS.
Licensc&i—-.F;%}«’ch(j,xl.o.gish-'.:l\“{aster

Experienced therapist specializing inthe individual and
relationship issues of Lesbian Women and Gay Men

REVIEWED BY CHRISTOPHER BYRNE

imon Bailey was or
dained in the Anglican

church in 1982, was di-
agnosed HIV-positive in 1985
and died in November 1995.
He has the distinction of being
the first Anglican priest who
not only was openly gay, but
living openly with AIDS. Other
gay priests, HIV-positive or
not, generally were asked to
resign when they came out.
That he was able to remain a
priest in the tough mining par-
ish of Dinnington, is still more
remarkable. In addition. Father
Bailey was an outspoken sup-
porter of the ordination of
women as priests.

Rosemary Bailey, the au-
thor, is Simon’s older sister.
Their father was a fundamen-
talist Baptist preacher who was
also a socialist. In rebellion,
Rosemary rejected God alto-
gether and Simon became a lib-

Star under the headline, “Vicar
dying from AIDS.” He had al-
most no contact with the local

have...is to tell more people—
everyone—that I am gay: not
merely so that the HTLV Il is
less of a shock...I want people
I'm close to to know that I'm
gay and normal—that bit of
education, that fraying away of
prejudice, I can contribute.” He
definitely succeeded.
Rosemary Bailey is writ-
ing from the position of the
caring older sister who is also
ajournalist. Despite her respect
for her brother, his faith and his
perseverance, she writes, “But
in the end such a story...does
not increase my faith in God.
It does increase my faith in
humanity.” Using Simon’s
journals, his published stories

Rosemary presents a complex
life without glossing over her
own doubts or Simon’s weak-
nesses.

My biggest concern with
the book is that it assumes the
reader has lots of knowledge
of how the Anglican church
works and British culture in
general. Also, the amount of
emotional reserve demon-
strated by everyone in the
book, even in the face of AIDS,
will be frustrating, if not down-

right shocking, to North &

American readers. On the
other hand, it was refreshing to
read about a priest who was

not only openly gay, but also -
living with AIDS and who

about living with AIDS (The used these as a way to spread
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gay community, told no one
about his lovers (after he died,
his sister found only one photo
of any of his lovers out of hun-
dreds of photos), and refused
to seek assistance from the lo-
cal AIDS service organization.

Even after having a
Hickman tube attached, he
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made no secret of the fact that
he was sexually active and that
he traveled out of the parish to

gay clubs in towns where he |

was not known. That this atti-
tude flew in the face of the
Church of England’s position
on homosexuality was part of
Simon’s anger at the idea that
straight priests could marry,
but that gay priests had to re-
main celibate. In his journal he
wrote, “One thing I should like
to achieve in whatever.time I

I
JJ """ Attach a short description (30 words max.)
I

I Type of Service Org::

i Do you have Meetings? - YES or NO How Often:

LGBIT Owned/ldentified? YES or NO
(indicated by a Lambda sign beside your lisiting)

I Whom can we contact regarding your listing?
I -
I Thanks for your help and prompt return of this form. If you have ques- I

I tions, please feel free to call the gay info Line at 603/224-1686 or email
I us at gayinfonh@aol.com

I
I
I
|
|
|
I
I
I
I
|
I
|
I
|
I
|
I
|
individuals or organizations who think should be included. |
I
i
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
i
I
I
|
i
I
I
I
i
I
I

| RETURN FORM TO: 26 S. Main St, Box 181, Concord, NH 03301 J ;

D R D SN S S S SN S e SN S

[}
R T R SN I SN O T SRS TS SIS DR X T O S A O I B A TS SR R AR T



