wenty years into the
T AIDS epidemic, it's be
come downright impos-
sible for conservatives to ig-
nore the reality of AIDS. Like
it or not, AIDS is a pressing
national issue recognized as
devastating to Americans in all
walks of life and not simply as
retribution for bad behavior
among marginalized popula-
tions. It must have been sim-
pler during the Reagan and
Bush administrations, when
denial of the
epidemic
dovetailed
so  nicely
with institutionalized con-
tempt for homosexuals, IV
drug-users and people of color.
But now there is substantial
pressure on all politicos, liberal
and conservative alike, to “do
something” about AIDS.
So how can a self-respect-
ing, hard-core conservative re-
spond to this pressure *and*
preserve his view of these dis-
tasteful groups as unimpor-
tant, less-than-human and de-
serving of this terrible plague?
How can something be done
about AIDS without having to
admit that you've helped fag-
gots, drug-addicts and blacks?
What's a modern-day bigot to
do?
Answer: The Ricky Ray
Hemophilia Act. That’s right,
hemophiliacs are the AIDS he-
roes of the hour. Here’s a group
of “innocent” victims of AIDS:
men, women, children, indeed
entire families (with genuine
family values!) who were ex-
posed to the virus through in-
fusions of tainted “clotting fac-
tor.” “Factor,” as it is com-
monly known, is a concentrate
of white blood cells derived
from “normal” blood that com-
pensates for the inability of the
blood of hemophiliacs to clot.
And who is Ricky Ray?
Terribly sad story there. He
was a hemophiliac kid who
succumbed to AIDS in 1992 at
the age of 15. His whole fam-
ily had it, too. Not only that,
. they lived in Florida and had
their house burned to the
ground by their neighbors
when they learned that the
Rays had AIDS. Probably

 thought the Rays were all fag-
gots. Talk about adding insult
to injury! The Ricky Ray He-
mophilia Act, now before Con-
gress, is designed to compen-
sate hemophiliacs and their
families — a small percentage
of the estimated 1.5 million
people infected by HIV in this
country — for their suffering
and loss.

Never mind that The
Committee of Ten Thousand, a
group of HIV-positive hemo-
Phﬂiacs, their families and sur-
Vivors, has already sued the
Pharmaceutical companies for
their failure to screen the blood
fromy which they derived clot-
ting factor for the HIV virus.
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The Committee had de-
manded $100,000 per person,
and accepted $60,000 in an out-
of-court settlement. So now
they’re going after the federal

"Homophobiphilia”

government for the balance.

Lots of conservatives are
already on board, wearing red
ribbons, spewing politically
correct rhetoric about the dev-
astation of AIDS and generally
giving the impression that
they’re doing something about
the epidemic, without having
to cop to the crisis in other, less
“innocent” arenas. |

Sure, holding the federal
government responsible for
failing to react to the AIDS epi-
demic gets into some pretty
grey areas. Maybe picking the
government’s pockets “will”
take some funding away from
research and prevention ef-
forts. But hey, the hemophili-
acs are out of the woods. They
can no longer get HIV through
tainted clotting factor. It’s a
nice little bonus, when you
think about it. Why throw
money into research that’s
only going to help people who
have no business existing any-
way?

‘What about the hemo-
philiacs themselves? Well, they
don’t need to know a thing
about the conservative agenda
behind this legislation and,
let’s face it, why would they
care? If someone said to you,
“You know, you're entitled to
another $40,000 from Uncle
Sam himself!” wouldn’t you
go for it? This is America.
Money talks and everyone
wants to feel like a martyr.

So hop on the band-
wagon! Take a spin! The
Committee's already cooked
up some irresistible slogans,
such as “Free the spirit of
Ricky Ray,” and “Ricky Ray
died from tainted blood. He
didn’t have to.”

That’s right. If the federal
government had been sensible
and had just started quarantin-
ing faggots and drug- addicts
early on, their dirty blood
wouldn’t have made it into
clotting factor and infected all
these good American hemo-
philiacs.

Let me make myself per-
fectly clear — I have nothing
whatsoever against hemo-
philiacs. They are indeed inno-
cent victims of AIDS. What [
take strong exception to is the

notion, implicit,in this legislar,

tion, that othergroups afflicted

by AIDS are in some way “less
innocent.” HIV is, by defini-

tion, a virus. It is a biological

and not a moral phenomenon.
It is not a symptom of deprav-
ity. It is no one’s just desserts.
Every person I've known who
has died of AIDS was just as
innocent as the hemophiliacs
this legislation seeks to com-
pensate. No one — “absolutely
no one” — on this earth is de-
serving of a demise this pain-
ful or of a loss so grievous and
complete.

But blaming homosexu-
als for AIDS is standard con-
servative policy, evenifit's get-
ting to be unpopular given the
relentless spread of the virus to
other population groups.
Where have you gone, Ronald
Reagan? Thanks to all those
evil activists like Randy Shilts
and that awful Larry Kramer,
it’s not as easy as it was to
blame perverts and low-lifes
for the “Hemophiliac Holo-
caust,” which is how the Com-

mittee of Ten Thousand wants,

to designate hemophiliacs’ suf-
fering from ours, which is, es-
sentially, the same.

Recently, the Committee

of Ten Thousand has found a
bogeyman in Senator James
Jeffords of Vermont, the head
of the Labor and Human Re-
sources Committee on Capitol
Hill. Senator Jeffords is “block-
ing” the Ricky Ray Hemophilia
Act! And he’s a Republican, if
you can believe it! But on AIDS
issues Jeffords is as pink and
liberal as they come. Just ask
David Curtis, the “gay” chair-
man of the Vermont Demo-
cratic Party. Curtis says, “Very

. few senators are as concerned

and supportive of the AIDS
community as Jim Jeffords.”
Comrade Jeffords has ac-
tually been trying to convince
the Committee of Ten Thou-
sand that if the federal govern-
ment is cul-
pable to hemo-
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philiacs who T
contracted
HIV through
clotting factor,
then, at the
very least, it is
equally cul-
pable to non-

In Memory of our Founders, David Scott Reed (1946-1996) and Cecil Ray deLoach (1952-1991)

Living With HIV / Cancer?

can help you make the most of your life insurance today.

We are the nation’s oldest and largest advocate for you, the insured.

Since 1989, our experienced staff has helped thousands of people liviny
receive up to 85% of their life insurance in cash toc/iay wh

&y

‘The Medical Escrow Society

HIV and cancer

hemophlllacs We create competition among ble fu
who got HIV settlements. : :
through blood All types of policies qualify: gfatip, term, whole life, federal employees (FEGLI), servicemen’s
transfusions. SG"')' ;’"d yeterans : W | o
Compensating ‘e qualify anyone upto 1, : cells).

-1: Absolutely no: on at any time.
hemophiliacs ! S i .
g . All your in 1S strictly confidential and applications can be requested 24 hours a day.
is going to cost . : L2 :

We are ni .icensed Broker in the State of California d

the govern- :
ment about 1 - - 1 = sy

$7.5 million,

1l

Habla Espafiol”

© The Medical Escrow Society 1998 Member of the VAA _J

L 8 : P T e e e e

LH;



