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‘I buy all my stuft

at the Peace & Justice Store,
where else?” -Lois, DTWOF

2] Church St., Burlington B63-8326 Open 7Days

260 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

Jewelry Repairs

Custom Design

Fine Handcrafted Jewelry :
phone: 802-479-1496

Patricia Palumbo vt toll free: 877-557-7236

Designer ~ Jeweler email: pat(@jewelers-bench.com

web: http://jewelers-bench.com

Quite Simply...

The finest collection of
Furniture, Carpeting & Accessories
in Vermont

Rutland House I.td.

162 south main street
rutland, vermont 05701

(802) 775-2911

rtes 11/30.- in the heart of
manchester center, vermont

(802) 362-2001

from all over vermont: (800) 649-2911

* phoenix rising *

-spirited jewelry & gifts. %

ireams are necessary lo life.

= Anais Nin

104 main street, one flight up montpelier 802.229.0522
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~ BErin Gluckman: One of Our Daughters—out and Proud

SEBE OB HGEGS  BREREE

This month I went off in

search of an adult child of a
queer parent to chat with. I
connected with several, but
one in particular stands out.
Erin Gluckman, a Rutland na-
tive, is a promising, articulate
star in the future of our com-
munity.

Erin was ten years old
when her mother came out to
her. Soon after that her
mother’s partner moved in
with them. Rather than feeling
deceived up until that point,
Erin says that things suddenly
got clearer. “It made some
sense out of why my mom and
dad got divorced.”

Now a student at Hamp-
shire College, Erin recalls a dis-
tinct dichotomy in her daily
life, “1 was closeted until I was
sixteen years old. I didn’t in-
vite any friends over and rarely
did I talk about my home life
around my peers at school.”
She remembers being torn be-
tween a loving supportive
family and a culture that said
that her family was evil and
perverted.

Since she has come out
about her mother’s sexuality,
her friends haven’t always un-
derstood why she felt it neces-
sary to hide itin the first place.
“I tell them about how, when
my mother marched in the
Halloween Parade under the
banner of the Rutland Gay/
Lesbian Alliance, people threw
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eggs and how none of the ‘fag’
jokes that circulated in my high
school shed a particularly posi-
tive light on homosexuality.”

Erin was caught between
what she knew in her heart to
be correct and images she en-
countered on a daily basis. “We
learn fear fiercely. I couldn’t
equate my mother and her
lover with those fag jokes but I
also couldn’t stand up to
them.”

The moment of truth ar-
rived when a conservative
group challenged the place-
ment of the book Daddy’s
Roommate in the Rutland Free
Library. Erin was 16 and had
left the public school system to
self-educate by this time. Her
self confidence and self-aware-
ness had increased to the point
where she was able to take ac-
tion. “I understood how close
the issue came to my family
and that to not speak would do
a disservice to the community
and the women who raised
me.”

At the public hearing
held to discuss the placement
of the book, Erin made herself
heard. She came out in front of
the Board of Directors of the
library and a room full of the
general public. She proclaimed
herself the daughter of a les-
bian and began the integration
of the dichotomy she had been
living. “That feeling was like
water after so many years
thirsty.”

Erin notes that one time
just doesn’t finish the job
where coming out is con-
cerned. Time and again she has
to tell the story of her family
and the more she does it, the
more comfortable she becomes
with the task. “They say that
the very act of defining who
you are is political, so I guess I
am a fiercely political crea-
ture.”
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In the years since that
fateful hearing, members of the
lesbian community that raised
Erin have adopted two Chi-
nese babies. She met the new
Vermonters at a baby shower
when she was home after her
firstyear in college. “It felt like
arite of passage to me, to leave
that community for a bigger
one and to be present to usher
these two young girls into this
life.”

She is both nervous and
happy for these children at the
same time. She knows first
hand the love and care that
these women she grew up sur-
rounded by are capable of.
“They took care of me when I
couldn’t give anything back,
they have taught me the power
of good food and laughter and
perseverance in the face of ad-
versity. I owe them my life.”

Erin is spending this
summer in San Francisco as an
intern for COLAGE (Children
Of Lesbians And Gays Every-
where). This fall she returns to
college, but her long-term plan
is to return to Vermont, prob-
ably Rutland. “Rutland didn’t
feel like a safe place for me to
grow up, but I also love it and
feel very attached to the place
and the people.” She wants to
put her own experiences and
the training she is receiving
into development of services
for youth. She envisions a safe
space for families, queer youth
and children of GLBT parents.

This winter Erin intends
to investigate the organiza-
tions and agencies that are al-
ready in place around the state
in the hopes of making some
more concrete plans about her
future. There are executive di-
rectors and volunteer coordi-
nators all over the state just
waiting for this young woman
to look their way.

by Eric Orner

4 | } i H|/_ T FeelLKe ¥
il N | TakiNG AouTiT.
\ § \.,.,4\ i +Y'KNOW, Yov’re

KIND OF @
GOSSIP.. im]
it A

- AN S0, AbANDONed by Their SiGNif-
ICANT OThers, howeVer TemPorakiLy,
The GuYs chooSe The oNLY OPTioN LeFT

Available...




