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—health

Associates in Recovery

Janei K. Brown, M.A., C A.D.C.
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST - MASTER
CERTIFIED ALCOHCL AND DRUG COUNSELOR

Jean Townsend, M.A.,, LC.M.H.C.
¢ CENSED CUNICAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR

Mikken, Vermont
(802) 8G3-4816

Burington, Varmont
(B02) 263-8162 .

Revel with abandonment to a truly great
massage rarely found anywhere.
And be your best again.
Prince Jhorev
(802) 785-2244

v

Healing Bodywork

Swedish * Reflexology ¢ Polarity * Reiki Master

Feng Shui

Harmony

Leamn to arrange your home and office to create
hammony and prosperity in your life.

Carol Brown, M.A., LCMHC

Iren Smolarski 658-8401

MA Psych.; Ph.D. Lit.

for LGBT

now forming

Individual & Couples Fee based on

Psychotherapy

802-660-3109

Toward Intimacy Group

ellbeing

SILENCE brings UIOLENCE

BY Ric KasiNi KADOUR

I Gay Bashing on Loop,
Police Catch Attacker

A gay m@n was assaulted
in Burlington this past April.
The Burlington Police appre-
hended the suspect.

The assault occurred
near the corner of Bank and
Pine Streets, behing the Burl-

ington Square Mall on 23 April

around 12:30 in the morning.
The area, a popular cruising
ground for gay and bisexual
men, is often referred to as “the
Loop.”

The police described the
attacker as a white man in his
early 30’s wearing a jean jacket,
blue jeans and a white t-shirt.
The suspect had long blonde
hair, a beard and mustache.

The police allege the at-
tacker approached the victim
and asked him for oral sex. A
witness observed the initial
contact.

Later, the witness saw the
victim lying on the ground. To-
gether the two men reported
the incident to the police.

The attacker broke the

victims ankle and bruised the
left side of his face.
On 1 May, Officer Paul Blin of
the Burlington Police Depart-
ment went down to the area
with a composite sketch and
subsequently questioned the
suspect who had returned to
the area.

Eric Hoyt was arrested
and charged with Hate Related
Aggravated Assault. Hoyt was
jailed, but released on bail.

Part of a Trend

In their 1997 report, the
National Coalition of Anti-Vio-
lence Programs (NCAVP) re-
ported an 8% increase in anti-
gay violence since 1995. This
figure includes a 36% increase
in serial incidents of anti-gay
violence. Serial incidents are
defined as continuous violence
and harassment by one of-
fender against a single victim
over a period of time. The
NCAVP also reported a 67%
increase in bomb threats or
bombings and a 33% increase
in extortion and blackmail.

The NCAVPis a coalition
of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and HIV positive
(LGBTH) victim assistance,
advocacy and documentation
programs located throughout
the nation, mostly in urban ar-
eas. Their report “does not pur-
port to document the actual, or
even approximate, number of
anti-LGBTH incidents that oc-
cur in the United States” due
to the vast under-reporting of
such incidents.

Anti-LGBTH incidents
“are under-reported due to the
fact that most areas around the
country do not have local vic-
tim assistance or documenta-
tion programs.” No such pro-
grams currently exist in Ver-
mont.

In addition to the April
incident in Burlington, some
people in Vermont’s GLBT
community are aware of other
anti-gay incidents. People are
often unwilling to report such
incidents because of an unwill-

ingness on the part of the vic-
tim or a fear of how the inci-
dent will be handled by au-
thorities. The lack of anti-vio-
lence and victim assistance
programs contributes to the
community’s silence about
such events.

Climate of Violence
Violence against GLBT
people occurs for a variety of
reasons. As GLBT communi-
ties become more visible and
more vocal about their rights,
violence is often part of the
backlash. In Vermont, GLBT
rights as once again risen to the
forefront in both media and
political circles. As the commu-
nity progresses toward a Su-
preme Court decision on
Same-Sex marriage, anti-gay

groups are becoming more ac- °

tive.

This past February, Take
It to the People (TIP) published
an anti-gay flyer in Vermont's
largest newspapers. The flyer
objectified GLBT people and
portrayed the community as a
threat to civilization in Ver-
mont. Such rhetoric contrib-
utes to a climate where GLBT
people are seen as “other” and
‘dangerous’—characteriza-
tions which lead to violence.

Some anti-GLBT violence
is committed by GLBT people.
Same-sex domestic assault is
often understood and docu-
mented as either a hate crime
or anti-gay violence. Addition-
ally, ‘closeted” GLBT people
canalso perpetuate violence by
acting out on their own self-
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So it TurNS out That
Jerry & George were leabing
These TerribLy ConFLicTed,

diSavowedly HomoSexval
doublelives.

The George You Never SAW ON camera, OWNS &
SMALL ANTIQUES BUSINESS iN New HoPe, PeNNSLY~

.. QNP Jerry iS A PerFormMer ALRIGHT, BUT, WHAT You
DON'T KNOW iNVOoLVeS HeAvY MAKE UP, SequiNNEDGOWNS,
AND A reGuLAr Si8 M.C.ing THE "M .iatwr Hok Bums!
CoNTeST AT 4 TiRed OLP SPoT iN LAKE ReNKONKoMa

ALSo, THAT SoupP NaZi? well Qerry PaTed himfor

Three YeArs beFore FALLING For A CHeLSea boy

ANA eNDING The reLATIONShiP FASTer Than You
CAN SAY GAZPAChO..

ALL The WhiLe Qrerry:s Mom LiLiGeNTLY orean:
iZze& A PFLAG cHAPTErAT her FLOriDA CONDOomiN~
CoMPLEX
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€LAiNe, of Course, Was AWAre oF ALL ThiS,s WATA-

OUT ObJeCTION, S0 LONG AS The boys LidN'T Comme
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LusTe& AFTer For Aces, buT who, 3 At Was um~

dnstood, A& JUST A STrAIGHT boY Who GeTs Off
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