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Saga Sage

Dear Saga & Sage,

Since moving tfo Vermont
this winter, | have found
it difficult to meet some-
one whom | have things
in common with; someone
| could potentially be in a
relationship with. After
going to “THE BAR" and
trying numerous other
social alternatives, | am
at my wits end. A friend
suggested that | take out
a personal ad. | have al-
ways been skeptical
about the people who
advertise. One of the
reasons | havent done it
is because | always won-
dered if the type of
people who advertise are
desperate. What do you
Think? :

Signed
Desperate
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Dear Desperate,

Saga here. Personal
ads are not out of the
question, but let's explore
some other alternatives.
First, try meeting new
people through one of
your interests or hob-
-bies. If you enjoy sailing,
try taking sailing lessons
at the boathouse this
summer, or if you enjoy
hiking there are gay/les-
bian hiking clubs. Second, .
1ry your workplace, but
use caution here. Re-
member, we are every-
wherell You are bound to
meet someone when you
are doing the things that
you enjoy.

Sage here. Getting
back to the personal ad,
[ think it is a win-win situ-
ation. You really don't
have to make a commit-
ment or even meet the
people who respond to
your ad if you don't want
to. And if you do respond,
it still isnta commitment!
Even if you decide not to
get infimate you could
create a great friendship
in the proce'ss. Ditto to
Saga's
thoughts!
Keep sending

last Two

Your guestions, we look
forward to reading them.
Be safe andhealthy!
Saga & Sage
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continued from page ten

sexual, and transgendered Vermont-
ers? .

Rome: The same thing it offers
all Vermonters. A return to local con-
trol, freedoms, democracy, liberties, all
liberties that have been taken away
from us and are being taken away by
Act 60, good government, good ad-
ministrative government, non-waste.

OITM: The Republican Party’s

 platform opposes civil rights protec-

tions on the basis of sexual prefer-
ence. Do you support your party’s plat-
form when it comes to gay and les-
bian civil rights?

Rome: No | don't. | don't ac-

. cept that. | am willing ‘to embrace

sexual preference.

OITM: Had you been Governor
would you have signed Vermont’s gay
rights bill?

If I have a chance to read it and study
it | think | can make a reasoned, mod-
erate decision.

OITM: The law, as passed,
deals with housing, employment and
public accommodations.

Rome: Would | have signed
that? Absolutely. | don't have a prob-
lem with any of those issues.

OITM: Would you appoint
openly gay men and lesbians to your
cabinet '
and/or state boards and commis-
sions?

Rome: | would have no reason
not to appoint them but | certainly
wouldn’t appoint them because they
are gay. | do believe that appointments
should reflect a community’s makeup.
But | also believe in merit very deeply

.and | don't believe in quotas. So my

appointments, on balance, would be
based on merit but would take into
account a reflection of the community.
In fact I have employed gays and les-
bians
my entire forty-year career.

OITM: You've complained
about the loss of freedom and liberty
in Vermont and based your campaign

Curbside

Rome: I'd have to read the bill.

on a call for smaller government. Do
you believe that gay men and lesbi-
ans are denied freedom by not being
allowed to marry and why do you think
government should make decisions
about who can marry?

Rome: ltis in the Constitution,
as | understand it, that marriage is
between a bride and a groom. These
things are based on tradition. My ob-
jection to gay marriage is that it is a
change in a very strong and clear tra-
dition and it's just going further than

necessary.What needs to be accom- .

plished in the gay and lesbian agenda
can essentially be accomplished, |
think, without the vehicle of marriage.
Being new:to this game | certainly am
willing to'sit down with people and talk
about it. | was asked my position and
| gave an answer which | think is ac-
curate. Do | know everything there is
to know about this issue? Absolutely
not.

OITM: Do you support the bill
(H-182) introduced by Rep. Nancy
Sheltra (R-Derby) that would “prohibit
same-sex marriages, define marriage
as a union between a man and a
woman and prohibit this state from
recognizing a same-sex marriage that
took place in another state”?

Rome: It is consistent with my
position to say that | would support
the bill with the exception of I'd have
to allow myself further study with re-
spect to the third component (recog-
nizing a same-sex marriage that took
place in another state). | don’t know
the legal implications of that. If you are
legally married in another state I'm not
sure that it would be right to say you
are illegally married in Vermorit. |
would have to take a look at that
clause.

OITM: If the Vermont Supreme
Court were to support same gender -
marriage would you support Take it to
the People’s proposal to amend
Vermont’s Constitution to prohibit
same gender marriage?

Rome: | would support the law
whatever the law is. | do not believe
in civil disobedience. | might desire to
fight a certain law but if it’s the law it’s
the law. | don’t know what Take it to

the People is doing. But if you are ask-
ing me would | oppose a movement
to repeal it or to change the Constitu-
tion | can't say that. | just said | want
to abide by the law. And if a group of
people want to get together, as | do
with respect to Act 60, and change
what the court found...| would not op-
pose that. So if you are asking me
would | oppose a change in the Con-
stitution no | wouldn't if the people
supported it. Would | oppose the
movement to do it or would | support
the movement to do it is a slightly dif-
ferent question. | would say that | prob-
ably would not support the movement
because it’s not a strong issue on my
agenda.

OITM: What initiatives would
you propose to stop the spread of HIV
and AIDS in Vermont?

Rome:.The kind of money
that’s involved probably has got to
come from the federal government in
terms of the medical research, test-
ing and development. | doubt if there’s
much that could be done in the medi-
cal research area with Vermont’s re-
sources to accomplish much. The ini-
tiative would be to stay in touch with
the federal government and try to get
whatever resources we can get up
here from the federal government.

OITM: Through a voter referen-
dum the residents of Maine recently
repealed their gay rights law. In light
of your support for citizen's initiatives
do you think this is an appropriate use
of the referendum process?

Rome: In this instance the ref-
erendum bit you but in another in-
stance the referendum was there for
you to use. It's very likely, as a matter
of fact, if it was a special interest group
that was active in repealing the legis-
lation in Maine it probably was a spe-
cial interest group that was active in
instituting it in the first place. Let me
go on to.the purpose of citizen's ini-
tiatives because this thing has been
so distorted. When Act 60 was passed
there was no conduit for our outrage.
We had tremendous outrage as you
might have on different issues that
bother you or any special interest
group has on any issue. It turned out

that there was a bill in the House (H-
194) which was a citizen initiative bill.
It was in favor of what is called an in-
direct initiative. An indirect (initiative)
is where the public votes on it and

requires the legislature to take action.

Not positive action, not negative ac-
tion but they must vote on it. To me
this is citizen democracy and good
government. | thought and still think
that a citizen’s initiative is fine because
it provides an opportunity for some-
one to raise an issue and require the
legislature to vote on it.

OITM: Governor Dean cur-
rently maintains a formal relationship
with our community through a liaison
to the GLBT community. Would you
maintain this liaison relationship?

Rome: If | were to maintain for-
mal relationships with various special
interest groups | have absolutely no
problem in maintaining a formal rela-
tionship with your group. If we were to
do that in isolation frankly | think that
would be patronizing. If it turns out,
which | think it probably would, that
that is the way | would conduct my
affairs and have relationships with
spokesmen for various groups then
yes | would be very pleased to have a

* liaison.
OITM: Do you plan on cam-

paigning at Vermont's Gay Pride Day
celebration this year?

Rome: We just hired a sched-
uling person and she’s in charge of
organizing my schedule. | would have
no reason not to.

OITM: What final message do
you have for the readers of OITM?

Rome: | think it is fair to say
that | have had a long term willingness
to support or to be involved in groups
that were strongly supporting gay
rights. Ed Koch was by all means a
leader in supporting gay rights and |
was his treasurer. | was chairman of
Mario Cuomo’s planning and transi-
tion committee and there’s no ques-

tion about his unyielding support.

Those are two very pronounced pub-
lic situations. | don't think you could
find an instance where | worked in
opposition to gay rights or an instance
where | discriminated.
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WELL...T'M

THANKS FOR MEETING |
WITH ME, NAT‘HAN./

YEAH,SURE ....|| IF You AND T
SO WHAT DIp
YOU WANT To 5
SEE ME ABOUT ¢

WONPERING E.7 T'M NOT MAD, RoB.

T WAS NEVER MAD.
AT EACH OTHER,

NATHAN. CAN'T WE
JUST FORGET THE FIGHT WE
HAD? T CAN'T EVEN REMEM-
BER WHAT IT WAS ABOUT

ANYWAY.

ARE STiLL MAD! YoU‘R%\l‘rHE ONE

THEN I1T's SET-
| TLED! WEI!VE
GOT LOTS To ?
CATCH UP ON.
LI\KE, PID You
KNOW THAT I-

(GOD, ROB, WAIT'LL T
TELL You ABOUT THE
STUFF THAT'S BEEN GOING

B ON!You'RE GONNA FREAK.!
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IT'5 SO EXCITING ! IT ALL STARTED
WHEN T FINALLY PICKED UP MY GUITAR
AGAIN LAST FALL! T'VE BEEN GETTING
REAL (500D (AT LEAST THAT'S WHAT MY
BOYFRIEND SAYS), AND I‘M AUDITIONING
FOL A BAND NEXT WEEK.! T'M A LITTLE

__ NERVOUS, BUT .

THANK GOD T
CALLEP You
WHEN T DID-

0SH T'Ve
SSed Y
RoB.




