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I beg my readers’ pa-
tience and my daughter’s in-
dulgence as I use yet another
experience with Courtney as a
jumping off spot for this
month’s ‘Progeny.”
~ Ever since I came out to
Courtney she has insisted that
everything is fine. She has
nothing she wants to talk
about, nothing to ask me about
my being a lesbian, no prob-
lems with it. Everything isjust
fine.

Although she says that
she doesn’t see our family as a
source of embarrassment or
something to be kept a secret,
she is still unsure of how rev-
elations will be received by her
peers and even other adults.
For instance, she went to Vis-
ibility Day at the Statehouse
recently. Before taking her out
of school, I wrote a note to her
teacher telling him what I had
planned and what was going

on in Montpelier that day. Ap-

parently, Court watched his
face closely for a reaction as he
read the note. She wasn’t atall
sure that he knew that I was a
lesbian before that moment,
and his casual acceptance and
approval meant the world to
her.
Then she actually met the
daughter of another lesbian.
"The dam burst. Driving home
from dinner the night we intro-
duced the girls, Courtney
- couldn’t stop talking. “Did you
say that her mom is a lesbian?
I thought so. That’s so cool.
We could really be friends. I
think we could be like sisters.”
Suddenly, Courtney is
asking me questions about
Tina, my girlfriend of eight
months, and I met. Did some-
one introduce us — like a
blind date? How did we know
that we were more than
friends? I'm thrilled, no —
overjoyed. The door is open
for essential communication
between the two of us. It’s as
if seeing others in families
similar to hers and receiving
acceptance and support from
the rest of the world has made
itall that much more OK in her

mind.

So, this is a long way
around to the subject at hand.
We must get our kids together.
I suspected this was important
even before these events took
place recently, but now I am
certain. It seéms that every
queer parent I encounter
agrees with me, but for some
reason, our children have not
found each other yet.

Amongst the many press

releases that come through the
OITM office, I recently discov-
ered a brochure for a camp for
the children of alternative
families. Children of queer
parents spend time together.
“They laugh together over the
silly experiences that having a
gay parent can bring and sup-
port each other with the hard
ones.”

Mountain  Meadow
Camp is funded by a volunteer
collective based in Philadel-
phia and Ann Arbor, Michigan.
This summer will be the sixth
session and organizers expect
around 60 campers and 28 staff
members. The camp is located
in southern New Jersey, about
45 minutes outside of Philadel-
phia. New this year is a teen
leadership program for young
people aged 13-16.

The collective is intent on
making the program available
for anyone who wants to at-
tend, offering tuition assis-
tance if needed. More informa-
tion is available at the camp’s

web site http://
nimbus.temple.edu/
= hisfq s ol iy

meadow_home.htm. Their e
mail address is isbasl@aol.com.
Then there is the old fashioned
way of communication:
Mountain Meadow Camp, c/
o Rachel Milenbach, 35 West
Mount Airy Ave., Philadelphia,
PA 19119 215-848-7566.

This is a great idea and
Courtney and I are looking into
it. However, we need to do
something locally. In order for
our children to find one an-
other, we parents need to find
each other first. In the interest
of our privacy, school counse-

lors or teachers or administra-
tors are unable to create the
very groups our children ach-
ing for. In know of a school
principal who told one gay
parent recently that she knows
of at least 11 children of gays
and lesbians in her school that
she would love to be able to
connect. But, her hands are
tied. Because we aren’t out to
one another, let alone the
straight world, our children are
choking on all number of feel-
ings.

So what do we do? I
know there are a couple of par-
ents groups around the state.
There is one for gay fathers
listed right here in our own
“Source.” There is a very mo-
tivated woman in the Spring-
field area with the resources to
lined up to start a group there.
I know there is a mother’s
group that has been operating
for a long time in the
Chittenden County area and
another coed groups appears
to be forming. What I don’t
understand is why we don't all
know each other.

Because this newspaper
is the most consistent form of
communication between the
queer population of Vermont,
I'm volunteering this column
as a clearinghouse of sorts. In
the June issue, (the one to be
distributed at Pride) I'll report
on every group, fledging or
well-established, I can locate in
the state. If you are part of a
group or want to start one or
know of one I should spread
the news about, please share
the information with me.

I can’t stress enough how
vital itis that we do this for our
kids. Sure, we need to support
each other and socialize with
other parents, but the children
need each other. They need to
be reminded that we really are
everywhere.

“Progeny” is a monthly column.
Barbara Dozetos can be reached by
e mail at wordsrus@together.net
or by phone message through the
Out in the Mountains office 865-
9294.
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His Real Estate Service Is Everything
It’s Cracked Up to Be :
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We’ve Got What’s
Good for You

AT THE ONION RIVER Co-0oP.

Here are 6 great reasons to shop at
the Onion River Co-op:

* Expanded Vitamin Supplements Department

* Our Produce Department is the finest in the area.

* Our New Bulk Department

¢ Our Expanded Grocery Department brings you
a broad selection of organic and ethnic products along
with everyday staples.

* Our friendly, knowledgeable staff will help you
find what you need, plan menus or answer any questions.

* Everyone is welcome here - you don’t have to be a
member. If you'd like to become a member, let us know.

The Onion River Co-op has the area’s best selection of

fresh local and organic produce and natural foods. We

also carry gourmet specialties, bulk herbs, spices, teas,
(1 rice, beans, pasta. Come check us out!
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@ 274 North Winooski Avenue, Burlington 863-3659

Mon-Sat. 9:30-8:00 * Sun. 11-7 VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

A community-owned
natural foods market

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

THREE OLD BATS

Antiques, Collectibles & Useful Thin

We might have her favo
or prized fishing lure,* o P

or tat china cup from her graridmother. .

We ARE your mother's store, and proud of it

Hours: Tues-SAT 10-6, Sun 1-5, CLOSED MonpAy

Lod £. Rowe

Proprictos

YFLOWERS
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. Flowers for all occasions. We welcome your business

802-863-2300 * Fax 802-658-2191
£ 350 Dorser Streer © South Burlingron, Vermont 05403

(802) 878-0095 OFFICE
(802) 862-1375 HOME OFFICE
(800) 488-5609 TOLL FREE

JACQUELINE MARINO
REALTOR®

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY MART

288 WILLISTON ROAD
WILLISTON, VT 05495

Independently Owned and Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Residential Afliliates. Inc.



