Scouts again

TRENTON, N.J. — Another
state is turning against the Boy
Scouts. A New Jersey appeals
court says the Scouts’ ban on
admitting gays violates that
state’s laws against discrimina-
tion. The court said the Scouts’
decision to kick James Dale out
of the Boy Scouts because he is
gay should be overturned. An
attorney for Dale said this is
the first time any appeals court
has ruled against the Boy
Scouts in challenges to their
exclusion of homosexuals. A
spokesman for the Boy Scouts’
national headquarters said the
decision will be appealed to
the state Supreme Court. Dale
was expelled by the
Monmouth Council of the Boy
Scouts in 1990 after the group
learned from a newspaper ar-
ticle that he was gay. He sued
and a lower court judge ruled
in the Scouts’ favor in 1995,
calling homosexuality “a seri-
ous moral wrong” and agree-
ing with the Boy Scouts of
America that the group is a
private organization and has a
constitutional right to decide
who canbelong. The Appellate
Division of State Superior
Court overruled that decision
today, saying the Boy Scouts of
America and its local councils
are “places of accommoda-
tion” that “emphasize open
membership” and therefore
must adhere to New Jersey’s
anti-discrimination law.

Gay ambassador

WASHINGTON — What are
they afraid of?

A small group of conser-
vative Republicans is blocking
a vote on the nomination of
gay San Francisco philanthro-
pist James Hormel to become
ambassador to Luxembourg.
The White House and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, a Democrat from
California, both describe, it as
discrimination. But lawmakers
leading the effort say they ob-
ject not to Hormel’s sexuality
but t6%his gay rights activism.
“There’s more at stake here
than an ambassadorship to a
small country,” Sen. Tim
Hutchinson, R-Ark., said after
recently meeting with Hormel
to discuss his objections.

“There is symbolism. He is

championed as.the elder
statesman of the gay rights
movement.” | ;
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Hutchinson and Sens.
Bob Smith, R-N.H., and James

Inhofe, R-Okla., have placed

“holds” on Hormel and other
lawmakers have done so
anonymously, said Senate Ma-
jority Leader Trent Lott, R-
Miss. As a result, Hormel’s
name is not expected to reach
the floor without a fight, if at
all. If confirmed, he would be-
come the United States’ first
openly gay ambassador.

Applying some pressure,
President Clinton made a per-
sonal plea for his embattled
nominee, telling a San Fran-
cisco fund-raising event that
Hormel’s sexuality should not
be a consideration. “I have just
one question,” Clinton said.
“The only question the United
States Senate should ‘ask, and
there is only one answer, will
he or will he not be a good
ambassador? ... That is all we
should ever ask.”

Obit-Gould

NEW YORK — An important
researcher who helped create
today’s climate for gays and
lesbians has died. Dr. Robert
Gould, who was 73 when he
died late last month of cancer,
was a psychoanalyst. He urged
greater tolerance by society
and worked toward ridding
homosexuality of the stigma as
a mental illness. He champi-
oned gays, hippies, convicts
and the homeless. “There were
others who sought social
change in general, but none
with Bob Gould’s bold nitty-

gritty focus on issues and the

peopleinvolved in them,” said
Dr. Robert Jay Lifton, professor
of psychiatry at John Jay Col-
lege in New York. “Bob was in
the trenches to change the sta-
tus quo.”

Obit-Fraser

SEATTLE — A social activist
who lobbied for the rights of
women, gays and prisoners,
has died. Clara Fraser was 74.
She helped found the feminist
group Radical women, and the
Freedom Socialist Party. She
also helped write
Washington'’s first divorce-re-
form bill and helped organize
that state’s first abortion-rights
rally. In 1975, Ms. Fraser was
fired for speaking out against
sex and ideology discrimina-

tion at Seattle City Light after”
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walkout. She successfully sued
the company, saying she was a
victim of sexual and political
discrimination, and was re-
hired seven years later.

We’re different

WASHINGTON — Maybe it’s
all in the ear. Researchers say
they’ve found evidence of a
physical difference between
lesbians and straight women.
They say the inner ears of gay
women work more like those
of men. The discovery adds
new support to the theory that
sexual orientation may be pre-
disposed before birth.

Previous research has
found that two parts of the
male brain are different in gay
and heterosexual men. Other
studies have found that some
genes differ between gay and
straight men. Now researchers
at the University of Texas, Aus-
tin, said they found the inner
ears of female homosexuals
have undergone “masculiniza-
tion,” probably from hormone
exposure before birth. “Their
auditory centers have been
masculinized and the pre-
sumption is that so have the
sites in the brain that direct
sexual preference,” said Den-
nis McFadden, the lead author
of the study.

It has yet to be proven,

however, that there is a specific

site in the brain that directs
women to be lesbians, he said.

Ellen’s swan song?

LOS ANGELES — Could this
be the swan song for Ellen?
Actress Ellen DeGeneres says
she believes her sitcom “Ellen”
is about to be canceled by ABC.
“I'm gay, the character’s gay,”
DeGeneres said Monday. “It’s
just too controversial, nobody
wants to deal with it. “It’s
pretty safe to say this is it for

the ‘Ellen’ show,” she told “En- -

tertainment Tonight” in an in-
terview. “I'm getting every in-
dication that they’re not pick-
ing the show up, “she told the
syndicated TV show, adding,
“It’s sad. I'm very sad.” ABC
denied that the show has been
canceled. “We haven’t made
any decision yet. An an-
nouncement about the (1998-
99) schedule will be made in

May,” said network spokes-

woman Eileen Kurtz.
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Every batch made
from scratch...

Sweet Rolls ® Muffins ® Granola Bars
Cakes * Cookies — including low-fat,
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Certified Organic Greenhouse Plants
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PEPPERS

10 varieties of
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Huntington Center ¢ 434-2690
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A Community Owned Natural Foods Market & Deli
specializing in Organic Choices!
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PAPERBACKS « HARD COVER » PAPER EPHEMERA
VT AND NH BOOKS ¢ USED AND OUT-OF-PRINT

BUY o SELL ¢ TRADE

Monday-Sacurday 10:00-8:00, Sunday 11:00-8:00...ustally
71 Eastern-Avenue, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819 « 802 748-1722
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Champlain Mill, Winooski

Keeping Vermont
tradition alive...
your independent,
locally-ouned
book store
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Story TIME
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