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HIVIAIDS Services
updated in Bennington

BY ALICE MAZUR

The Bennington HIV/ AIDS Service Program began in July
1997 through the working of the AIDS Consortium and the
Brattleboro Area AIDS Project to bring a program to Bennington
that followed the Quality Assurance Standards set down by the
Vermont Health Department.

Part of the program was to assess the needs of the
Bennington Community. Although the initial services were di-
rected toward people infected with the HIV /AIDS virus, it soon
became apparent that little was going on in the area of educa-
tion and prevention.

The Bennington Service Program enlisted the help of
Elaine and Teddy DePrince. Teddy is 17 and has AIDS. He has
lost two brothers to the virus. Elaine and Teddy spoke to stu-
dents in area schools and received a very favorable response
from students around Teddy’s age. :

This led the way to the formation of a Gay-Straight Alli-
ance for adolescents. Eight students attended the first meeting
on February 4 and the numbers have increased at each meeting
since then. There is also a MSM group forming with the help of
Carey Johnson from Brattleboro.

The needs of people living with AIDS is a constant con-
cern in the Bennington area. The funding for medications is high
on the list, as is the need for HOPA housing spaces.

Because AIDS is often a dual disease, the Bennington
agency is fortunate to have a drug and alcohol counselor and
two psychologists on the advisory board. The board also includes
PLWASs, mental health professionals, social workers, HIV / AIDS
counselors, two students from the Gay-Straight Alliance group,
as well as other concerned persons. :

The agency doors are open to students after school and
testing is available for anyone who feels they may have been
involved in a risky behavior. Gay, lesbian and straight adoles-
cents know they have a place to come and fell free to talk about
who they are and how to protect themselves from risk.
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