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thing that we were going to
go play tennis or go out for
a bite or something.

Holly: Yeah, in all honesty
at that point too, I did not
know what a homosexual
was, so there was a certain
education process on my
part.

OITM: So was this just a
new friend as far as you
could tell?

Holly: Yes. One that there
was a very strong attraction
to, one that I wanted to be
with. But I didn’t under-
stand what the attraction
was right away.

OITM: How have you
marked your anniversary so
far?

Lois: In October it will be
twenty-five years....October
20th. That was the day I re-
alized that this was a special
relationship and we wanted
to spend the rest of our lives
together.

OITM: What makes your re-
lationship work for such a
long time?

Holly: Um...

Lois: You've got to work at
it.

Holly: Yeah, I was going to
say, there’s got to be an ef-
fort atit. You've got to want
to make it work. Communi-
cation. [pause]

Lois: Best friends.

Holly: A lot of it is wanting
to make it work and mak-
ing the effort, and not letting

things get to you that come up.
It’s got to be the most impor-
tant thing in your life, and
you've got to make sure that
you keep that priority up there.
Lois: I don’t think it makes any
difference whether you're gay
or straight, you still have to
work at a relationship.

Holly: Yep. And it’s worth it.

OITM: You're being asked to
speak for yourself, but also for
lesbians everywhere in a sense.
How do you feel about that?

Lois: Actually it’s sort of flat- .

tering. We’ve gotten a lot of
endorsements and lat of
people have said “I couldn’t
think of a better couple to have
representing us,” because that
is what we're doing is repre-
senting the gay community. A
lot of people have said thanks
for sticking your neck out for
us, those sorts of things.

OITM: What are your plans
pending a victory? .

Lois: The plan is for the three
of us — the three couples in-
volved in the lawsuit — we
would all like to possibly go
get our marriage licenses [at
the same time]. As soon as it
became legal, the first thing we
would dois go get married. We
haven’t even thought about a
celebration or party or any-
thing, but....we’re going to
have one.

Holly: Somebody reminded us
that there should be a honey-
moon involved, and both of us
were like, “oh yeah.”

Lois: Maybe it will be payback
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time for all these weddings
we've been invited to. We've
always taken gifts.

OITM: How do you respond to
some of the criticisms within
the community — that we
shouldn’t be taking this on,
that marriage is a patriarchal
institution?

Lois: I guess what I have to say
is that marriage is ever-evolv-
ing. We're not asking anybody
to get married. I don’t think
marriage is any more patriar-
chal [a part of] society than
anything else. Men are still pre-
dominantly in government, in
politics. It hasn’t changed.
Holly: One of the things I think
people need to remember is
that in this lawsuit, we’re not
saying that couples need to be
married. We're saying that the
choice of whether or not to
marry should be available. If a
couple says they don’t want to
have anything to do with mar-
riage, then they’ve got that
choice. Butif a couple says they
would like to get married, that
choice should also exist for
them. And you can say mar-
riage is patriarchal, but I think
a lot of it depends on how the
couple interacts with each
other.

OITM: Do you think an ap-
pearance of “normalcy” is im-
portant to winning the case?

Lois: I don’t know that it’s the
importance of normalcy. I
think the picture that needs to
be created — and I hate to say
the words — is the fact that

homosexuals, gays or lesbians,
can hold long term jobs, can be
stable members of their soci-
ety; 7 they‘re . not . ‘all
[stereotypical]...Idon’t think a
lot of people see that this is
normal.....We are normal, as
normal a part of the population
as heterosexual. And if you
want to call that normalcy, the
only non-traditional thing
about our life, our family, what
we do in the community, the
only difference is that both
adults in the household are the
same sex.

Holly: Part of the problem
many gays and lesbians have
had over the years is that a lot
of people don’t realize how
many gays and lesbians there
are in this world. And part of
that is that most of us don’t
look very different. The ones
that do they see and are [dis-
dainful]. I have nothing
against the ones who look very

different, the ones who fit the

stereotypes. But people don’t
recognize that there are all
these other people out there
and so they don’t know how
many of us we are. If we could
get people to start realizing,
“well gee, there must be oth-
ers like them...”

OITM: Knowing that this is for
OITM, is there anything you’d
like to say to the GLBT com-
munity in Vermont?

Lois: I do think we need to
make ourselves more visible.
Those of us who are in safer
situations should make our-
selves more visible, because

that will make it easier for -
those who can’t.

Holly: Every person has to
seek the level at which they’re
comfortable. Those of us who
can be more out perhaps will
make it more comfortable for
others in the future.

OITM: Is that part of the issue
for you?

Holly: I think it’s part of why
we're willing to be more out,
to try to make things.better for
the others. I don’t want to
sound like a hero or anything,
‘cause I don’t think I am one...
Lois: Well one of the reasons
we’re doing it is because
people did it for us....

Holly: Yes. They stuck their
necks out and got the benefits.
We benefit from that. So it’s
time for us to stick our necks
out.

INTERN WANTED:

Out in the Mountains is
looking for Interns. In-
terns will work with the
editor, write articles,
cover events, and also
work on outreach, dis-
tribution, research,
fundraising, grant writ-
ing, and various other
aspects of production.
Some travel might be re-
quired. Contact Chris
Moes at (802) 865-9294
or oitm@together.net
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Vermont Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights

5th Annual Statewide Conference & Town Meeting
Saturday, November 8th, 1997 8:30am-4:30pm,
Rutland High School, Rutland, VT

special conference rate $49/night at Rutland's Holiday Inn
call Charlotte Gladding at 438-2023 to pre-register

FMI on Karen Williams' Nov. 19 pre-conference comedy night at
Middlebury College, call the Middlebury Open Queer Alliance at 388-0750

Our Famiry REUNION:
EMBRACING ALL SHADES OF LAVENDER

with keynote comedian and educator
Karen Williams

1997 Workshops include: The Freedom to Marry in VT; Queer
Activism; Spirituality in Daily Life; Queer Money, Straight Talk;
Basic Legal Documents; Queer Youth Speak-out; Adoption; The
Contemporary AIDS Crisis; Promise Keepers: Who Are They
Now?; Gay Community Centers; and more. ,

Come meet, move, and mingle with VT local healers, crafts
people, community action groups, old friends, lovers, families,
and stars.
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