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P. O Box 65, Richford, VT 05476-0065

Outright Vermont,

‘a resource agency for gay,
lesbian, bisexual, -
transgender and question-
ing (glbtq) youth ages 22
and under is seeking volun-
teers for:

DRroP-IN: young people ages 18-22 needed to staff our
Afternoon Drop-in Center in Burlington.

SPEAKERS BUREAU: young people and adults are needed to be
a part of an exciting team of trained speakers to make
presentations statewide.

Youts Group: adults ages 25 and over are needed to plan
and facilitate our glbtq youth social support groups in
Burlington.

If you are interested, please call or email us
before September 25th: Phone 802-865-9677

Email Outrightvt@aol.com

PrivARY CARE IN FrRANKLIN COUNTY
‘ Mara Vuups, M.D. |

Family Practice Specialist
NMC Rural Health Services

: Caring for Adu_ﬁs & Children
Enosburg

_ Swanton . East Fairfield

. 933-5831 868-2454 827-3032
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Baker vs. State

continued from page ten

“Peter: And find out how it

works and really experience a
natural give and take. We have
a freedom; we’ve been liber-
ated from that traditional
model so we're able to ﬁgure
out what works for us.

Stan: I think we have a lot to

teach the community at large -

about relationships. We get to
define in that marriage or com-
mitment what the roles are go-
ing to be, so it’s not based on
any old pattern of domination
or oppression. It’s based on
equality and flexibility, and
love and desire and choice.

OITM: How has this com-
pared with other coming out
experiences for you?

Stan: I see it very much as an
extension of coming out. Be-
cause when we come out,
we're saying our truth. Ithink
seeking the right for marriage
for same gender couples is also
expanding that truth. It says
to the world, we are a couple,
amarried couple, and we want
this right. This also lands our
pictures in multiple papers and
stuff, so it really is a broader
coming out. For instance, in
Peter’s family, we're now talk-
ing about subjects we never
talked about before. They
were accepting, we just didn’t
talk about it. Now they’re ac-
cepting and we talk about it.
Peter: For me it’s much more
concentrated. I first came out
to myself when I was nineteen.
I've had seventeen years to do
the rest, and we’ve done this
in twelve months. So it’s been
enormously emotional.

Stan: I came out later in life.
Interestingly, I've had to face
more repercussions from this
than from my first coming out.
At work I've lost one client
family over this. They were
very respectful in their leaving,
but they did. AndIhave a fam-
ily member who didn’t agree
atall and that part’s been pain-
ful. That didn’t happen with
my original coming out. When
you come out and say I'm gay,
and it’s not in the newspaper,
that's one thing. But when it’s
actually out there, and people

“have to face it as a public thing

that other people have to
know, then they sometimes
need to say things that they
didn’t before, or didn’t choose
to say. .... [But] the positives so

. outweigh the negatives, in
- terms of living the truth, that

there’s no question that it's

§ what we should do.

© OITM: What other responses

have you gotten from friends
and families?:

Peter: On the morning our pic--

ture was on the cover of the
paper, [something happened
with] our neighbor who I've
only met and said hello to a
couple of times. We were sit-
ting having breakfast and this
little grey head ran across the
kitchen window. There was a

bang on the door and she
yelled out “I come in peace!”
We went to the door and she
had the newspaper. She was
giving us her copy in case we
wanted an extra, and she had
written “Go for it!” across the
top. It was a wonderful sur-
prise.

Stan: Just today I got three
cards at work. PeopleI didn’t
know were gay are coming up
to me and coming out to me;
people that are not gay but are
supportive are doing things.
Other than the client I'lost and
the one family member, the re-
sponse has been remarkable.

OITM: What about your fam-
ily Peter?

Peter: My family has been
great. We included them in the
decision, and they told us that
they’d support us in whatever
we decided. It’s been really
gratifying, the whole thing.
We were out one day with my
mother shopping. A shop-
keeper had gotten the two of
us confused, and my mother
pointed [to Stan] and said, “no
that’s not Peter, that’s Peter’s
partner,” and she had never
used that word before. My fa-
ther went and got five or six
books on gay and lesbian is-
sues out of the library, and he’d
never done thatbefore. I came
out to my parents in 1988. This
has really accelerated an op-
portunity to come together
around this.

OITM: We hear a lot about the
conservative double standard
— that homophobes criticize
us for not conforming and then
balk at actually letting it hap-
pen. Any responses to that?

Stan: Well I think we’ve called
their bluff. I think itis a Catch-

22 and think this says to them:
you can’t have it both ways.

OITM: What are your plans
pending a victory?

Stan: I'm sure it will be lovely
and tasteful. [Laughter.] Our
plans are to get married. We'll
have'a legal marriage cer-
emony and invite lots of
people and have it exactly the
way we want it to be.

Peter: There will also be spiri-
tual aspects to it, although it
will probably not be in a
church. We think beyond the
legal limits or possibilities of
our relationship to the emo-
tional and spiritual ones, and I
think we’ll go through a pro-
cess just like any other couple
to figure out what they want.

OITM: Knowing that this is
for OITM, is there anything in
particular you'd like to say to
the Vermont GLBT commu-
nity?

Stan: I want to thank people
for their support. We've been
getting tremendous support. I
would also just bullet some of
the things I've already said:
about this contributing to di-
versity, and being a re-defini-
tion of marriage not an assimi-
lation thing or support for a
patriarchal institution.

Peter: A lot of the people who
support me are single people,
and [I'd like] to say that even
if you're not in a relationship
right now, any action like this
is going to reduce homophobia
and make Vermont a safer and
happier place for gay lesbian
people. I think it’s really im-
portant.

Stan: It’s really about choice.
It’s not trying to force anybody
into a particular mode of ac-
tion.
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is now available on the

World Wide Web!

Get all the latest news,
along with updated

‘calendar listings and links
to other g/l/b/t sites!

~ Check us out at
hitp://members.aol.com/oitm/
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