Out in the Mountains

Book Review: Vaid Impresses with Virtual Equality

Virtual  Equality: The
Mainstreaming  of Gay &
Lesbian  Liberation, by

Urvashi Vaid. Published by
Anchor Books.

Review and Interview by Joy
D. Griffith

We are second class citizens,
persecuted and demoralized in
the land where supposedly
“all are created equal.”

Urvashi Vaid took off a year
from leading the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force
to write Virtual Equality, a
book which  analyzes the
placement of the gay and
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lesbian movements in the American Society.
Vaid finds us to be in a state of conditional
equality based on the appearance of acceptance
by straight America.

With only a few significant visible gains to our
credit, our status continues to be blocked by the
country in which we live. This political
visionary examines what we want, and raises
the banner to the gay and lesbian community to
vigorously pursue our  struggle for equality
with all citizens of America.

"I do not have brilliant answers to the problems
of general apathy or unwillingness to be
involved on the part of so many gay people,”
Vaid said in a recent discussion. “Activism
reflects both the internal and the external
conditions people live under: If people are
comfortable with their sexual orientations and
open about them, I find they are more likely to
be involved; and if people experience
discrimination, they are more likely to be
involved. A group that gets together to talk
about being queer is the most important strategy
to overcome disengagement and lack of
involvement.

“The good news,” Vaid continues, “is that more
and more of us are involved in the movement —
as volunteers, donors, members of national

groups or as  openly gay
people who come out in our
circle of family and friends
(critical work that does more to
advance gay equality than any
other act)."

Vaid urges us to join, get
information, and support our
groups and each other in the
struggle. "The importance of
(groups like) Lambda Legal
Defense Fund and the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force
was demonstrated to me again
as I read the Supreme Court's
decision in the Colorado case.
We  could not have won
without LLDEF's legal work
or without NGLTF's
community organizing and
educational efforts. That's my
piece," she says. ¥
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AIDS Quilt to Cover
National Mall

WASHINGTON, DC -- The NAMES Project
will display the AIDS Memorial Quilt in its
entirety in the nation’s capital on the weekend of
October 11-13. Over 40,000 panels — 24 football
fields of fabric — will be unfolded as 70,000
names are read. ;

The litany of the names of the dead will continue
for the full three days as more than 2,000 readers,
many of them well-known and respected public
figures, each take a turn at the podium.

Since its last showing in Washington DC in 1992,
the Quilt has doubled in size. More than 10,000
volunteers will participate in the three-day
display, and an estimated 750,000 visitors are
expected. Over 23 miles of walkway fabric will
be laid down between Quilt sections to allow
viewers to get close to each memorial panel.

Founded in 1987, the NAMES Project Foundation
sponsors and displays the AIDS Memorial Quilt
to help bring an end to the AIDS epidemic. The
Quilt is seen in smaller traveling sections by more
than one million people annually at nearly 2,000
display sites. This may be the final time that the
Quilt is able to be shown in its entirety. ¥
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