VOICES FROM THE MOUNTAINS:

"As a gay Republican ... "

Kevin Anderson

BURLINGTON -- As a gay Republican, I am
writing this to speak out about how the gay
community in Vermont is dealing with
Republicans who are gay or are supportive of gay
rights. This issue really came into focus for me
because of the controversy surrounding Pride Day
Jast summer and the subsequent reactions from
our gay community. At first, I was disappointed
with what happened. But since then, I have found
that some good has resulted even though I still
disagree with how Pride Day was handled.

Last summer, I felt as though I was being rejected
by the gay community when I first heard "Queers
and Friends Fight The Right" as the theme for
the Pride Day activities. On a day when as many
people as possible should be included, the theme
was driving people like me away.

As a Republican, I consider myself a part of "The
Right" -- I support positions which favor a
smaller  government, lower taxes,. individual
responsibility, welfare reform, and a host of other
issues that are commonly advocated by "The
Right." The people who selected this theme may
very well have strong views that are different
from mine, but they should not have aliowed their
views to bias the selection of a theme that could
have united us.

Just as difficult for me was the decision to
exclude Lieutenant Governor Barbara Snelling
from Pride Day activities after she had received
and accepted an invitation to attend. Snelling is
supportive of gay issues, and she is in a position
to bridge differences or change the views of those
who have not been supportive of gay issues in
the past. Her role may soon become even more
important if she is elected Governor.

I had great trouble understanding why Snelling
was not allowed to participate. The rationale I
read in OITM basically boiled down to guilt by
association or stereotyping. ‘Because Snelling is a
Republican she must be anti-gay.' This is no
more true than saying all Democrats are for gay
rights. One only need to look at the records of
Sen. Leon Graves in Vermont or U.S. Sen. Sam
Nunn. Even President Clinton demonstrates he
will give up on gay issues if he thinks it's in his
best political interest.

There are some Republicans like Sen. Jesse
Helms, Pat Buchanan and others who are anti-gay
and get more then their fair share of attention as
a result of their radical views. But it is also true
that many Republican politicians are supportive
of gay issues. In Vermont, the Gay Rights Bill
and the Hate Crimes Bill both became law with
substantial Republican support. Republican
legislators are co-sponsors of a current bill that
will allow same-sex couples in Vermont to adopt.

Republican  Senator James Jeffords is a lead.

sponsor of the Employment Non-Discrimination

Act (ENDA). The Ryan White (AIDS) Care Act .

passed the U.S. Senate with nearly unanimous
Republican support. ~ Republican presidential
candidate Bob Dole recently admitted that his
campaign was wrong in returning a contribution
from the Log Cabin Republicans, a national gay
Republican organization. In fact, Dole and many
Republican Senators and Congressmen signed
anti-discrimination policies that protect gay
employees in their offices. Many Republican
Governors like William Weld of Massachusetts,

Pete Wilson of California and Christine Todd
Whitman of New Jersey have advanced
controversial gay rights positions in their states.
Despite the rhetoric of some homophobic
Republicans, many prominent and successful
Republican leaders have taken pro-gay stands.

The fallout from the events surrounding Pride
Day could have had lasting negative impacts for
the Vermont gay community. With Snelling
treated the way she was, it could have sent the
message to her and other Republican politicians
that it is not worth risking a controversial stand
for gay rights when the gay community is just
going to vilify and reject you because you are a
Republican. The "Fight The Right" theme and
Snelling rejection could have also alienated gay
Republicans like me who should becone more
actively involved in Vermont's gay comrunity.

To my surprise, the fallout turned out to be
different than I expected. Almost without
exception, I am impressed with the reaction of
the people who submitted their opinions to
OITM, most indicating that they wish Pride Day
had been handled differently. My gay friends and
acquaintances have all expressed similar views.
Barbara Snelling is handling it well by saying no
damage is done. It also appears that the lines of
communication between her and the leaders of
the gay community have improved.

The one thing that continues to anger me is that
obviously pro-gay rights Republicans like
Snelling are held to a higher standard before they
are accepted as supportive of gay issues. In
Snelling's case, she was criticized in OITM for
not playing enough of a public role with gay
issues. I don't recall Gov. Howard Dean being
any more public with his position, yet his support
is accepted without this criticism. '

The last point I would like to make is that a
surprising number of gay people consider
themselves to be Republicans. I have recently
discovered that I have a lot more friends who are
gay and Republican than I ever expected. The
growing strength of the Log Cabin Republicans
nationally also indicates that gay Republicans
are starting to become more of an open political
force.

The most interesting fact is that 40% of all gay
voters voted Republican in the last election (New
York Times, November 13, 1994). Those of us in
this 40% may not be very outspoken, but we

_exist. I Dbelieve that most of the leaders in

Vermont's gay community are beginning to
recognize this and understand that they need to
reach out to rather than exclude Republicans who

are gay or supportive of gay issues. I view this as

a very positive development, that can only result
in better understanding and acceptance of gay
people and issues in Vermont. I hope it continues.

At the request of the author, "Kevin Anderson” is
a pseudonym.

All readers are encouraged to take their turn at
the editorial bat and let their voices be heard on
the topic of their choice. Send articles/columns
of 1000 words or less to Out In The Mountains,
P.O. Box 177, Burlington, VT 05402, or via the
Internet at OutVermont@aol.com. V

r-——-—_-—--__-—---_-_—-—------—_—-———

Out in the Mountains:

VERMONT'S NEWSPAPER FOR LESBIANS, GAY MEN, AND BISEXUALS

By subscribing

Name

now to OITM, not only will you guarantee delivery to your mailbox (in a
discreet envelope, of course), but you will also help underwrite the rising costs of pub-
lishing the newspaper. We also welcome any additional contributions you can make to
support our continuing existence. Checks should be made payable to OITM and sent,
along with this form, to: OITM, P.O. Box 177, Burlington, Vermont 05402-0177.

City

State Zip

0 One-year ($20) O Low-income ($10) O Sponsor ($ : )
Sponsors are especially welcome from those who prefer to pick up OITM at one of the paper's
distribution points rather than be added to the mailing list.

O Please also let us know if you'd like to get involved in the newspaper. 1/96

|
|
|
|
|
|
| Address
|
|
|
|
1

L——-———-————————————-—-———--——————-—-J

January 1996

-

HOWDEN COTTAGE
bed & breakfast

Continental * By Reservation Only

32 No. Champlain St. * Burlington, VT 05401
Bruce M. Howden e Proprietor * 802 864-7198

BLACKWOOD
AND Eileen M. Blackwood
KRAYNAK Pamela Kraynak

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

135 Main Street

P.O. Box 875
Burlington, VT 05042
(802) 863-2517

* Employment law

» Education law

» Wills, Relationship Contracts

« Commercial & Residential Real Estate
e Small Business

Arcadia House ¥ Elegant Accommodations
PO Box 520 WHyde Park, VT 05655 w802-888-9147
John Towne ¥Ed Pepe ¥innkeepers

(802) 878-0095 BUSINESS
(802) 878-6288 FAX
(802) 223-5725 RESIDENCE

JEFFREY J. HARTMAN
REALTOR? |

COLDWELL Rl

BANKER O ﬂ: i |
COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY MART

288 WILLISTON ROAD
WILLISTON, VT 05495

An Independently Owned and Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Residential Affiliates, Inc

Lori [, Rowe

ivaldi

Droprietor

Flowers for all occasions, We welcome your business,

802-863-2300 ¢ Fax 802-658-2191
350 Dorser Street » South Burlington, Vermont 05403

Carol L. Thayer, M.D.
Family Physician

Community
e ) Health Plan
v

Georgia Health Center
RR #2, Box 1160 * Fairfax, VT 05454
Tel: 802/524-9595 i
Fax: 802/524-2867

Burlington

860-6360

Montpelier

229-5220

JOSIE JUHASZ, M.A.
Lic. Psychologist - Master

LYNN GOYETTE, Ms., MA.

Lic. Clinical Mental Health Counselor

A\

CounseLING CenTer OF NORTHERN VERMONT

sliding fee scale insurance accepted




