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Dear Auntie Pearl: I’'m going to be best
man at my kid brother’s wedding. He’s
my only sibling, and I think of him like
a friend. I’'m out to my parents, and
they’re cool about it. But my parents are
saying that it’s best if I don’t bring my
lover, Scott, to the wedding, because the

rest of the family might not be as
understanding. I think people will be

fine, and if they’re not, who needs them? *

The last thing Scott and I want to do is
disrupt this day for my brother. Our
friends’ advice ranges from going along
with it, to boycotting, to crashing in
drag. What’s the right thing for all
concerned? --

Texas Twoface

Dear Texas: Unless you’re prepared to
ask the same question before every
family wedding, holiday, and clam bake,
it’s time to have a chat with the folks.

Your parents have the chance to make it
clear that they are proud of both their
sons and their mates at an event designed
to celebrate partnership. Loving a queer
person entails a lifetime’s advocacy.

If nobody in your family will stand by
you, you must take a hard line and refuse
to attend without Scott. Let your parents
know that if they want no queerness at
the wedding, then they need to revoke
your invitation. Your brother asked for a
best man -- not best straight performance
in a supporting role.
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Dear Auntie Pearl: I came out 5 years
ago, and as far as my friends know, I've
never slept with anybody. They try
fixing me up with really nice women, but
1 always make excuses. I guess they
think I'm celibate.

What nobody knows is that I've been
having an affair with a very highly
respected woman in the community ever
since I came out. I swore to never tell
anybody about the affair, because it
would destroy "Tracy's" relationship.

If anybody knew, they'd be shocked -
not only that Tracy is having an affair,
but that she's having it with me. I'm
considered very shy, and Tracy is
everybody's idol.
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AIDS
Information

Call
1-800-882-AIDS

Well, six months ago, Tracy said it had

to end. I was devastated, even though I
always knew it was coming. We avoided
each other for weeks, but then Tracy said
she missed me and wanted to try to be
friends. Well, surprise-surprise, we
started up again. Every few weeks, she
says it's over. Then I try to get on my feet,
and she calls again.

My friends keep asking what's wrong,

but I can't tell them. I can't get a full
night's sleep. I have no appetite. I'm sure I
look like hell. If it weren't for my work,
I'd lose it. Auntie Pearl, please give me
some words on how I can gather the
strength to say goodbye to the woman
I've loved for five years when I don't
want to! Please answer soon! --

Spineless

Dear Spineless: You want words? All
you need is one: no.

Say it and stick to it. Tracy has no reason
to leave you. She's got status and stability
with or without you. You have to be the
one to end this.

Somebody has to start thinking of you,
and it's clearly not going to be Tracy. Any
woman who would insist on the isolating
restrictions of your 5-year affair is
thinking of nobody but herself.

Unless you're working on your martyrdom
badge for the Order of Eternal Suffering,
Auntie remains unimpressed by your
loyalty to a destructive promise. It is tragic
to think of the community connections,
deeper friendships and above-board
relationships you have given up.

Your first task is to break your vow of
silence. Tell all to at least one trusted
person. The key to leaving Tracy is in
establishing the very support your pledge
of silence is designed to deny you. Don't
think Tracy hasn't figured that out. ¥
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“Coming out

isn't just
for
National
Coming Out
Day! Gome
out, some
way, every
day.”

Amanda Bearse
National Coming Out Day. 1994 - Los Angeles
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AL COMING OUT PR .00 &
OCTOBER (0

National Coming Out Day
is a non-profit educational project
of the HRCF Foundation.

For more information, please call
1-800-866-6263.

March 1995

As lesbians and
gays, we can come
out every day of our
lives, and not just on
October 11. Maybe
you know how
Amanda feels: exhila-
rated, empowered
and confident. A feel-
ing about coming out
that lasts all year
long.

Remember, you don't
have to wait until
next October 11 to
take your next step.

National Coming Out Day
wishes to thank Amanda
Bearse, our national
spokesperson, our official

sponsors, HHI
Gl

SHOCKING GRAY"

and each of you whose
next step made National
Coming Out Day 1994 the
most successful ever.

- New Location:

88 Main St.
Middlebury, VT 05753

PATRICIA J. NOLL, M. A.

Licensed Clinical Mental Heatlh Counselor

TELEPHONE (802) 524

(802) 388-0933
(800) 286-6933-

03-95

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

-9595

CAROL L. THAYER, M.D.
FAMILY PRACTICE

R.D. 2, BOX 1160
FAIRFAX, VERMONT 05454
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€ TRAVEL NETWORK"

Your Full Service Travel Agency

Experts in both business and vacation travel
Guaranteed lowest airfares ® Cruise discounts worldwide
g Gay travel companies such as RSVP and Atlantis
Specialists for travelers with disabilities
Ask us about Travel Network's frequent flier program
Fly once, earn twice - once with the airlines and once with us

Our services are always free

863-4300

Toll free 1-800-203-2929 *1860 Williston Road, South Burlington

Open M-F 8-6 and Sat 11-3
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