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Senator Patrick Leahy, up for reelection,
signed on earlier this year as a co-
sponsor of the federal civil rights bill. In
addition to that co-sponsorship, he has a
long history of votes and vocal opposi-
tion to many of Jesse Helms’ efforts to
include anti-gay language in federal leg-
islation. His Republican opponent, Sec-
retary of State Jim Douglas, has no pub-
lic position of willingness to sponsor
civil right legislation.

Representative Bernie Sanders is another
federal co-sponsor up for reelection this
year. His main opponent will either be
right-wing Republican activist Tim Phil-
bin, a vocal opponent of civil rights, or
Rutland Mayor Jeff Weinberg, a more
moderate pro-choice Republican with no
history on lesbian/gay issues.

Other statewide candidates have a history
of support for lesbian and gay rights. Re-
publican Attorney General Jeff Amestoy
backed both the civil rights bill and hate
crimes legislation, and is viewed as a
heavy favorite for reelection. Burlington
attorney Ed Flanagan, the democratic
candidate for Auditor of Accounts,
serves on the board of Vermont
C.ARE.S. and is a vocal supporter of
civil rights. V¥
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Please let us know of any events
that you feel should be on our cal-
endar so that we can share them with
all our readers. Send your group's

i or other information to:
OITM, PO Box 177, Burlington VT
05402. Materials must be received by
the 1st of the month prior to publica-
tion in order to be assured of ap-

pearing in print.
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