Out in the Mountains

Maintaining a Safer Sex Life(fromprecedingpage)

Those changes haven’t always been
necessary from the point of view of AIDS
prevention, and at times our own attitudes
can be judgmental and puritanical on ques-
tions of sexual activity. Some of this may be
anatural overreaction to fears of transmis-
sion, while some of it is an equally natural
expression of changing sexual and emo-
tional needs; what seemed fun and appro-
priate in 1979 isn’t necessarily what we’re
seeking from sex a decade later.

So be honest with yourself. Have you
given up those things because they aren’t a
part of your needs anymore, or is there
some new morality or fear keeping you
from them? If you aren’t really wanting
them now, that’s fine; put some time and
energy into figuring out what would suit
your needs right now.

But if you feel you’re really longing
for these things, they aren’t as unobtainable

as you might think. As long as the sexual
activity itself is safe, there is no reason on
earth that you can’t have as many partners
as you can get, in whatever setting you
want.

Do you miss the baths? The bathhouse
scene in Montreal is lively, and you can do
lots safely there. Do you want anonymous
sex? There are still plenty of places in
Vermont where men can go to meet. Be
creative in your search — take out a per-
sonal ad, get your horniest friends together
for an evening of porn tapes and safe sex,
startaj.o.club—and you might be surprised
to find out how many men are looking for
the same thing.

It should be obvious, but it bears re-
peating: safe sex isn’t a function of where
you do it or how many people you do it
with. It’s a simple question of the activities
in which you participate.

Once you’ve completed this exercise,
there may be relatively few items left on
your list that are totally off limits, and
they’ll probably be related to two specific
activities: fucking without a condom and
(possibly) oral sex with ejaculation in the
mouth.

Still, while they may be only two ac-
tivities, they are two of the most common
and enjoyable things that gay men do to-
gether. Cock-sucking and fucking are, for
many men, an integral part of their sexual
identity, and not something easily or pain-
lessly forgone. Managing new approaches
to them and maintaining safer sexual prac-
tices are inevitably going to be challenging.

In the next issue, we’ll talk about how
we can deal with the constant risk of “slip-
ping” and how to negotiate our way
through staying safe and taking responsi-
bility for ourselves.
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