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“AIDS is a community issue,” Lottero
stated and emphasized that community
involvement is needed if resolution is going
to be achieved. Otherwise, he continued,
“We will lose this fight, and we currently
are losing this fight.”
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The focus of the workshop was upon
finding effective ways to involve those who
are at risk as well as those who are already
infected. To do that, Lottero suggested that
a dramatic shift in paradigms will be
needed. One of those shifts is away from a
perception of “clients”, ‘“consumers” or
“patients” as liabilities. The presenter spoke
of the need to “map community assets”
instead of continuing to create a
dependency culture.

Lottero affirmed that educational systems
operate on many faulty assumptions, one of
which is an “T know best” attitude in which
information is presented in abstractions.
“We mystify everything,” he said. This
results in systems set up to push out people
who appear to be failures. He cited the long
history of unsuccessful programs and
reaffirmed that HIV prevention is really
about who survives the AIDS epidemic and
who does not.

“When people get a different message, they
will feel invited to participate.” In
considering this shift in paradigms, Lottero
suggested that three specific perspectives
must change - that of government as the
source of funds, that of the provider of the
service, and that of the consumer.

Lottero summarized the importance of

rethinking prevention strategies because
often a conflict exists between “priorities
that negate someone else’s value system”
and undercut effective prevention. “Far too
many communities are in denial about the
risks and about the persons who are at risk,”
he concluded.

Since last May, the HIV Prevention
Community Planning Process Committee,
created by the Vermont Department of
Health, has undertaken several tasks:

o the assessment of present and future
impact of HIV/AIDS in all Vermont
communities;

» the identification of existing HIV
prevention resources and unmet
prevention needs within a wide variety
of populations;

e the definition of specific prevention
strategies and interventions for the
various populations; and

e the development of a comprehensive
statewide prevention plan.

Lottero maintained that providers must look
for the assets possessed by those persons
who are at risk, and through those positive
characteristics and qualities, prevention
strategies will have a much higher chance
of being successful. ¥
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