Sackville-West. Her tempestuous affair with Violet Trefusis is
presented with all its emotions and struggle. Vita wrote in her
journal about the entire relationship, which was published
posthumously by her son, Nigel Nicolson.

The diversity of the women presented is obvious from glancing
through the table of contents. There is poetry from Amy
Lowell, H.D., Muriel Rukeyser, Audre Lorde, Judy Grahn, Olga
Bromus, Dorothy Allison, as well as many others. Through the
passing of time all the writing becomes less coded, less
closeted, and more defined. Eventually, we hear from a
contemporary group of women that are even daring with their
words, their visions, their definition of lesbian. One such writer
is Chystos:

“Your Tongue Sparkles”

sun on water now in my mouth memory rich as real

kisses I understand to my root to bone ancestors where red
& 5o new you speak without calluses despite our scars
Woman down my throat you stir my heart nectar where
bitterness

has fought to seed

O you rainy tongue you amaryllis tongue you early spring
tongue you smooth black leather tongue you firemoon tongue
you goosebump tongue you soft bits tongue you feather
tongue you take me all in tongue you fill me up tongue

you butter tongue you maple syrup tongue you rising

wind tongue you creamy silky tongue

you fine fine tongue

you knows the way

tongue

This review touches on only a glimpse of the anthology. The
book represents an arduous task long overdue and one that we
can all appreciate. A reader may always wonder about the
selection process for anthologies, and even question the editor’s
judgement. In this case, I would argue the need to include the
several pieces written by male authors. Faderman defends that
these early selections helped to shape our definition of who we
are as lesbians. However, I think a footnote would have
sufficed. Haven’t we already heard what these men have said?

Despite this criticism, the collection is well worth buying
hardcover and spending the long winter months curled around
its thick spine. Virginia herself, as well as all the women
included, should indeed be proud to be spirited through this
enormous work. ¥

Marching Band Wants You

The Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Marching Band would
like to hear from anyone who might be interested in
marching in the 1995 Pride March as a member of the
band. All levels of ability are welcome. Besides,
there’s plenty of time between now and June to get that
embouchure back! Music will be sent to you
immediately by calling Peter at (802) 878-1123.

December 1994

Classifieds

All classified advertisers please note, the listings in this section
are being updated to reflect our payment records. If you are
unsure of your ad’s status, contact OITM immediately.

OITM’s Classified Section features items for sale, housing
opportunities, personals, services offered and the like. Individuals
may place ads at a rate of 50 cents per word with a $5.00
minimum; businesses at 75 cents per word with a $10.00
minimum. You place or respond to ads at your own risk; we
cannot screen ads for legitimacy nor assume responsibility. To be
considered for publication, ads must be received by the
submission deadline. Mail to P.O. Box 177, Burlington, VT
05402. Payment must accompany your ad copy, and we must
have your full name, address, and phone number (these will be
kept confidential).

FOR SALE

ON OUR BACKS The most intelligent sex magazine happens to
be lesbian. Offers you bimonthly award-winning fiction, sexy
pictorials, sassy columns, humorous reviews, and thought
provoking features. $34.95/yr. (6 issues) SASE catalog. On Our
Backs, 526 Castro St., Suite OM, San Francisco, CA 94114. Send
check, MO, or VI/MC. 1-800-845-4617. (02-95)

SERVICES

RICHMOND HOME HEALTH SPA seeks women members.
Limited memberships available. Pool, whirlpool, fully equipt
exercise room. 434-3846. (12-94)

NETWORKING

SOUTHWESTERN VERMONT SOCIAL GROUP forming
now! Anyone interested? Write Jim, P.O. Box 954, Manchester,
VT 05254. (12-94) V

Patronize our Advertisers
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