the core issues of mainstream America,
she said. “Our fight is a fight against dis-
information.” But in order to do so success-
fully, according to Ms. Osborn, “we need to
take a deep breath, look at what has happened
over the last twenty-five years, and change
the way the movement thinks about itself in
relation to power.” Gays and lesbians need
to “get over” their fear of being outsiders and
play the “politics of taking power’”.

As an example of the job that Vermont has
done in the area of grass roots organizing,
Ms. Osborn pointed to the fact that the Re-
ligious Right has targeted every state in the
US. that has a statewide anti-
discrimination law except Vermont. “They
don't think they can win here.”

She also squelched rumors as to why she is
leaving NGLTF, the nation’s largest gay
and lesbian organization, after less than a
year as their Executive Director.  Ac-

cording to Ms. Osborn, she accepted the -

offer with NGLTF in order to do “big pic-
ture planning” for the national movement.
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However, the job actually entailed writing
“personnel manuals” and performing other
“administrative  tasks.” She calls it an
“amicable divorce.”

Ms. Osborn fielded questions and com-
ments from the audience on issues such
as outing, bisexuality, lesbian chic, fem-
inism, and Clinton’s “don't ask, don't tell”
military policy toward gays and lesbians.
When asked if Donna Shalala is a lesbian,
she said that she has spoken with lots of
people who have known Shalala for
many years. “Some say she is (a lesbian),
some say she isn’t... That sounds like she
is.” But she did break the bad news that
“George Stephanopoulos is straight!”

She ended her talk with an endorsement
for the Vermont Coalition of Lesbians
and Gay Men’s Creating Change/
Creating Community conference in
December. “This is just what you
need to do,” she said of the upcoming
event. “As usual, Vermont is in the
vanguard.” ¥
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By subscribing now to OITM, not only will you guarantee delivery to your
mailbox (in a discreet envelope, of course), but you will also help under-
write the rising costs of publishing the newspaper. We also welcome any
additional contributions you can make to support our continuing existence.
Checks should be made payable to OITM and sent, along with this form, to:
OITM, P.O. Box 177, Burlington, Vermont 05402-0177.

Address

City

State Zip

[ One-year ($20) O Low-income ($10) Q Sponsor ($ %'
Sponsors are especially welcome from those who prefer to pick up OITM at one
of the paper's distribution points rather than be added to the mailing list.

[ Please also let us know if you'd like to get involved in the newspaper. 12-93
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Submitting

a Letter

OITM welcomes letters to the Editor
and will withhold your name or use
your initials or first name only on
request. However, we must have
your full name and address for our
files if we are to print your letter.
Letters may be edited for length or
clarity. ¥
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