Out in the Mountains

Lesbian Feminist Collective in El Salvador

(Continued from page 1)

to our amazement 100 of the 600 women

at the conference chose to attend this

workshop—the majority of whom were
poor women from the countryside. There
was a short presentation and then the fa-
cilitators opened it up for questions. The
first woman raised her hand and said,
“There’s this couple in my village, two
women,...”; a little while later, “I know
this lesbian...” and “These two women
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neighbors of mine have lived together for
ten years...” There was no greater tes-
timony to the statement , “we are every-
where” and no more succinct an answer
to the woman’s question of the day be-
fore. Poor women from the countryside
are more than ready to deal with the issue
of homosexuality, they’ve lived with it in
their communities their whole lives.

The Salvadoran Lesbian Feminist Col-
lective of the Half Moon was born after
several of the members attended the
1992 Central American Women’s meet-
ing in Nicaragua. Inspired by conversa-
tions in Nicaragua, two members at-
tended the Latin American lesbian
conference in Puerto Rico. In its first 8
months of existence the group remained
clandestine, group members fearing re-
percussions if their sexual orientation
were revealed. In these months the
group mainly functioned as a support
network and gave members time to
share difficulties about families, work,
or with partners. They also discussed the
topics of sexuality and expression and
maintained contact with a range of inter-
national groups and publications.
Through international support and sol-
idarity one of their members was able
to attend the U.S. March on Washing-
ton in April.

Now officially “out of the closet” as an
organization, the group has several pro-
jects on the table. They would like to

|
put out their first leaflet on the history |
and philosophy of the group as well as to
finally open an office space. Up until |
now the group has met in group mem-
bers’ homes, in the park, or wherever
they could find anonymity. Because the
only gay bars in El Salvador are male-
dominated, one of the group’s dreams is
to open a women’s cafe and office space
with the money they’ve raised through T-
shirt sales. Other ideas include fund-
raising, education on women and AIDS,
and the continuation of workshops for
other women’s organizations on the topic
of lesbianism.

Through the last 10 years of war Sal-
vadoran society has become polarized
with the right-wing government fighting
to maintain power and a left-wing co-
alition working to create a social revolu-
tion. Lesbians exist in every strata of this
society and, unfortunately, they are at
risk of repression from the left, the right
and all those in the middle. COFESMEL
is working to educate those around them
and defeat injustice done to any person.

For donations, communication or re-
quests for T-shirts, in English or Spanish
write to: COFESMEL, Apartado Postal
3361, Centro de Gobierno, San Salvador,
El Salvador. V

(Stephanie Lind has just returned to Ver-
mont after a 7 month stay in El Salvador)
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