W . oosencoooen cees . Thbuins ke s uag b s s J 0N 180

asking that things change back to the
way they were traditionally handled (you
know, traditional values), which puts
them back at the altar and leaves the het-
erosexual couples standing out in the
cold on the church stoop.

No wonder the hets are-steaming mad
about this. Then again, with the divorce
rate ever on the rise and domestic vi-
olence growing at an alarming rate,
maybe it is time that we re-examined
this faltering notion of heterosexual
marriages. By and large, they just don’t
seem to work.

Maybe this notion of domestic partner-
ships will also cure the age-old problem
of promiscuity in the gay community.
(We all know how promiscuous those
queers can be...) Imagine the domestic
partnership as a closet built for two; if
two gays guys or queer girls want to set
up house together, then let them. It’ll
keep them off the streets, and it just
might curb their desires to go out and re-
cruit God-fearing children from th= play-
ground. Yes, domestic partnerships
could have all kinds of positive benefits
for society.

All strangeness aside, the issue of do-
mestic partnerships boils down to one of
choice. It gives individuals the freedom
to love and live with whomever they
want, and to have that emotional attach-
ment acknowledged and respected by
society. It’s a positive role model for
our violent times, one which favors car-
ing and commitment over hatred and
selfishness. The fact that it would in-
deed move us a step closer toward “lib-
erty and justice for all” serves as valida-
tion enough to have such options made
legal and binding.

Then again, are we ready for an updated
Leave it to Beaver series in which Mrs.
Cleaver asks Wally “So what about that
Eddie Haskell? He seems like a nice
boy...” Well, if the early spring plot de-
velopments of “For Better or Worse” on
the comics pages is any indication, may-
be we are. ¥V

Health Resource Organizations

AIDS HOTLINES:

Vermont 1-800-882-2437
New Hampshire 1-800-752-2437
New York State 1-800-541-2437
Massachusetts 1-617-522-4090
Maine 1-800-851-2437
National 1-800-342-2437
Canadian 1-613-563-2437

AIDS Community Awareness Project
(ACAP)

PO Box 608

St. Johnsbury VT 05819
(802) 748-1149

AIDS Community Resource
Network (ACoRN)
PO Box 2057

Lebanon NH 03766 -
(603) 448-2220

Bennington Area AIDS Project
PO Box 1066

Bennington VT 05201
(802) 442-4481 or 1-800-845-2437

Brattleboro AIDS Project
67 Main Street

Brattleboro VT 05302
(802) 254-4444 (Helpline)
(802) 254-8263 (Office)

Franklin-Grand Isle AIDS Task Force
8 Ferris Street

St. Albans VT 05478 « (802) 524-7742
1-800-638-7834

Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous
GLAA, P.O. Box 5653
Burlington, VT 05402

H.E.A.L. Vermont
(Holistic Education and
AIDS Alternatives Liaison)
PO Box 795

~ Montpelier VT 05602 ¢ (802) 229-4325

Lesbian Cancer Support Group
(802) 660-8386 |

North Star (Holistic Health Care)

RR2 Box 3255
Morrisville VT 05661 * (802) 888-2858
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Vermont AIDS Council
PO Box 275
Montpelier VT 05601 = (802) 229-2557

Vermont C.A.R.E.S.

(Committee for AIDS Resources,
Education, and Services)

PO Box 5248

30 Elmwood Avenue

Burlington VT 05401

(802) 863-2437 (Burlington)
1-800-649-2437 (Rutland and
Washington County support groups)

Vermont Department of Health
1-800-882-2437 (AIDS Hotline) or
(802) 863-7245 (AIDS Program office)

VT PWA Coalition

PO Box 1055

Brattleboro, VT 05502
1-800-69-VTPWA or (802) 257-9277

Vermont Women’s Health Center
336 North Avenue
Burlington VT 05401 « (802) 863-1386




