N i L - dakd i ¥ - =

Out in the Mountains

Gay Rights in Alaska

Amy Young

On January 19, 1993 the Anchorage Mu-
nicipal Assembly passed into law the
first gay rights bill in Alaska. The bill
amends the municipal civil rights code to
protect municipal employees and in-
dividuals working for private municipal
contractors with over 35 employees from
discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion. The January 19 vote of 8-3 fol-
lowed 5 weeks of heated public hearings
and overrode a veto issued by the mayor
of Anchorage the week before. This bill
was a compromise bill; the original bill
would have protected all Anchorage cit-
izens.

Strong opposition to the amendment has
been spearheaded by the religious right.
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In response to the passage of the bill, a
group calling itself “Citizens to Repeal
the Homosexual Ordinance” circulated a
petition and collected enough signatures
to put the issue to a public vote in the
April elections. Their campaign is de-
signed to fan the flames of fear and hate
with misleading information. Already
Anchorage has experienced a rise in hate
crimes. Most recently two gay men were
attacked with baseball bats by a group of
teenagers in the parking lot of a local
restaurant.

At present gay activists and allies are
preparing a campaign to defeat the ref-
erendum proposed by the religious right,
but we need your help. The election is

April 20th so we need to act fast. How-
ever, since we exhausted many of our lo-
cal resources attempting to pass the in-
itial amendment protecting gays an(
lesbians in Anchorage, we are asking all
our friends in the lower 48 for help.
Please send donations to Alaskans for
Civil Rights, PO Box 20143, Anchor-
age, AK 99520 or for more information
contact Kathleen Metcalf, campaig

manager at (907) 258-3439. ¥V
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e Fducation law

e Small Business
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e Employment law

» Wills, Relationship Contracts
e Commercial & Residential Real Estate
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