Out in the Mountains
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Looking at the holiday season in retro-
spect, it becomes obvious how difficult this
time can be for many lesbians and gay men.
For us, the traditional vision of a loving and
accepting family to share this time with
does not always exist. Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and Hanukkah symbolize a
kind of sharing, giving, care and apprecia-
tion for those we love. This vision, however
is often shattered by the reality of our life-
styles and experiences in this society.

For many lesbians and gay men, the
holiday season symbolizes pain and sepa-
ration. It is a time when the frustration of
secrecy and denial of self, and the fear of
discovery of our lifestyles is often height-
ened. It is also a time when a great deal of
emotional strain is placed on the individual
as well as on lesbian/gay relationships.

At this time of year the question often
becomes a matter of choosing the lesser of
two evils. Do we separate from lesbian/gay
friends or lovers to journey back home to
relatives who may not understand or accept
who we are? Or do we deny our history in
order to be with those we feel most com-
fortable with and loved by? Although some
of us have adequately, through work and
tears, been able to incorporate all the 1m-
portant people in our lives, for many the
decision is still painful.

But regardless of what our different
experiences or situations may be, there
comes a point where we have to redefine
what the holidays and the concept of family
really means to us. Loosely defined, the
term family may refer to a group of people
with something in common, Or 2 COMmMmon
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Dear Editors:

Congratulations December’s issue! It
was the best I’ve seen yet. I enjoyed all the
diverse, intelligently written articles, re-
views and letters. I would particularly like
to respond to the editorial commentary re-
garding the printing of sexually explicit
material.

Censorship leaves a bad taste in my
mouth. It makes me think of our commu-
nity’s virtual invisibility in the mainstream
media; it reminds me of VPR’s initial re-
sponse to Hugh Russell when he attempted
to sponsor a day of programmmg in the
name of the station’s lesbian and gay
friends. But somehow censorship doesn’t
seem like the right word to describe
OITM’s decision.

This paper’s strength is that it has a

Who is Family *
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feature. The ties that bind may not always
be blood or marriage, but the commonahty
of lifestyle, experience or perspective. Iijs
this type of commonality that prompy
many lesbians and gay men to spend hol
days in the company of lovers and friends |
where their own uniqueness may flouris .
and be celebrated.

For others, the observance of tradi
tional holidays is not even an option. Many
lesbians and gay men, while opting out
their family religious practices, have aly
chosen not to observe religious holiday
such as Christmas or Hanukkah. Som;
choose not to observe Thanksgiving as:,
way of showing solidarity with the Amer.
can Indians whose lives and culture hav
been destroyed with the arrival of Whis|
people to this country. Because of such
controversy surrounding traditional holk-
days some lesbians and gay men hai’
chosen to confine their holiday celebn ‘
tions to New Years or to more non-frad:
tional holidays such as the Winter Solsticz ’

The holiday season should be a timeo
sharing and celebrating who we are andour
connections with others. If this can n
happen in traditional ways, then it s defi- -
nitely time to redefine and prioritize whatli f
important to us. As lesbians and gay
we must often be creative in developinge: |
lationships and situations that work forts
and meet our needs. The holiday seas
often poses the greatest challenge 10 (|
creativity. But hopefully, with each y&
we’ll be closer to celebraﬂng the holidy |
season ina way that validates and expresses
who we are.

@ ;1 wmﬁﬁ*

cohesive theme. It reports our news i
tional, local and statewide- to usand (0 Ou
Public. Our news is everyone's busines
because it is about our interactions withlk
society in which we live. Our sexualifyl’
our own business to discuss and celebr
amongst ourselves. I'll admit that1 woul
cringe to know that my mother and 1]
lawmakers were reading the material &
OITM decided to cut- but I won ’¢ stand [0
being labeled prude, homophobic or &
sorer because of that. |
Other papers focus on gay art, P“m
and writings. Still others focus on ot S |
ual selves. I fear that OITM would¥
weakening itself if it attempted, In 12 pagt
once a month, to be a forum for al IW*

diverse aspects of our community: )
Contimued on pog




