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and just generally hang out.
After Christmas someone mentioned
doing another bonfire for New Year’s Eve,

which sounded like a great idea to me, but
that’s another story.

The group that met originally around
spiritual issues has not set a date or time to
meet again, but I think that we will. I invite

others to come and participate. Help us
create more.

A few months ago I met with a group
of men to share and discuss our thoughts
and feelings about spirituality in our lives.
One of the things we decided to do was to
meet together on the solstice and build a
bonfire in the forest. Each of us had a
different picture of what that would be,
from pagan ritual to roasting hot dogs.

On Dec. 20 at around 3 p.m. we started
to gather at the home of one man in
Hinesburg. The place we planned to build
the fire was about 1/2 mile behind the
house, up a hill and in the woods. I went
to the gathering with a man who is in my
men’s group, but I didn’t know most of the
other men well. At a certain point we
decided to go into the woods, knowing that
the others would follow as they arrived.

The walk was a great indicator to me
that I was not used to walking up hills
anymore. The time, dusk, and the grey sky;
the horse yard we had to go through on
our way to the meadow; the icy hill; the
crisp cold; all made for an Invigorating walk.

Three of us went up initially to start
the fire. People started to arrive just as we
got the fire going (with more than a few
paper-cup-and-gasoline helpers. Many people
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people brought food, one man going so far
as to make a casserole and leave it in the
oven at the house for later consumption.
There were 8 men total.

Everyone fed the fire with wood
gathered from the surrounding forest. The
heat was wonderful. I enjoyed the informality
and at the same time the acknowledgement
of the Solstice, which can have mystical
connotations. In terms of the yearly cycle of
fertility this is the lowest point, and the
point at which the cycle turns and begins to
come back towards fruitfulness. This being
the shortest day of the year, and the longest
night, the passing of the solstice is cause for
celebration. The sun is coming back! Winter
will not last forever (even though it’s really.
just begun).

The time we spent around the fire
together was comfortable and fairly low-key.
There was much roasting of hot dogs and
cating of chocolate. The visions I had of
dancing around the flames dissolved into 2
more friendly, less ritualistic atmosphere.
This was a comfortable gathering without a
lot of drama. It was nice for me to be with
a group of gay men and yet not be focused
on "gay issues" per se and to be together
without the tension or energy of the bar
scene.

At some point, after a few hours, a
general consensus formed to go down to the
house. We trooped down the hill, through
the horse yard and into the house. Most
people stayed a while to watch TV and eat,

During late October the WVatican rein-
forced its condemnation of homosexuality in
a document that harshly rebuked the homo-
sexual rights movement for trying to change
church teachings and civil legislation.

In a letter to Roman Catholic bishops,
the Vatican for the first time explicitly
condemned the mere inclination towards
homosexuality as an "objective disorder.”

Previous Vatican statements centered
primarily on the sinfulness of homosexual
acts.

Over the next few months we will be
nearing some responses from the local
community regarding the Vatican document
which we will be printing in Out in the
Mountains. Your responses are welcomed.

-A Catholic Responds-

I have been asked to write a response
> the October 1986 statement on homosex-
uclity that was issued by the Roman Catho-
lic Church. The reason I was asked is
cecause I am gay and involved in the minis-
fry in the church, a tenuous position to say
the least! _

Briefly, the position of the church on all
sexual activity is that the only time that it is
oermissible is within mammage, that within
mamage it has to be open to producing

children and that sucn sexual activity should
also strengthen the bond of love and inti-
macy between marriage partners. That’s it.

Because no children can be produced in
a same sex genital relationship the church
says that it is not a valid expression and
therefore wrong. It is also said to be wrong
because it does not conform to the natural
law, and it is condemned in scripture. A
neat little package, isn’t it?

Well, in the past twenty years or so all
the arguments listed above have been ques-
tioned by some of the best moral theolo-
gians and found inadequate in light of mod-
em behavioral science as well as modem
scniptural analysis and understanding of
biblical societies. Add to this a rethinking of
what revelation is and a lessening of depen-
dence on natural law theory and there are a
raft of reasons to question some basic
stances on homosexual onientations.

What brought on all this new inquiry

and insights was the Second Vatican Council
that opened the doors of the church to the
twentieth century. This new openness has
made theologians in the church very uncom-
fortable. What we see in this latest state-
ment is part of a continuing attempt to
close the doors that Vatican II opened. In
the long turn those doors will not be closed
nor should they.
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