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Fundraising campaign
for OITM -1987.

If you havc already given, thank you. If

not, please consider making a contribution
We need to raise $4500.

‘4IlI-I.'."lI..“l.l.'F

$300 - ycé I’ll underwrite a whole

1ssuc.
$150 - yes I'll underwrite half of
onc issue.

yes I'll underwrite

@ $40 cach.
other

pages

Make checks out to OITM and send to

OITM, P.O. Box 438, Hinesburg, VT
05461.

January 1987

Is Now the Time?

Commentary by Howard Russell
Discussions have begun over the last

‘scveral months regarding the possibility of

introducing a lesbian/gay civil rights bill
into the Vermont legislature this vyear,
These discussions have been happening
informally as well as at the statewide
Lesbian/Gay Coalition mecetings and at
mecctungse ol g uispeciailis legislaitinie
subcommittece which is an offshoot of the
statcwide coalition (see accompanying
article).

Aside from the numecrous logistical
qucstions, thcre IS a more important
qucstion which must be asked and that is,
"Is this the right time?" Lesbians and gav
men have just been through a battering by
thc homophobia accompanying the reccent
ERA campaign. We have scen our focs
attack full force and we have scen our
allics retrecat under this onslaught. Are we
rcady to pick up where they left off? Do

we have the energy and commitment to

continuc the offensive?

Il we choose to go ahcad wec must do

so with the full knowledge that there will
be a personal toll that each one of us will
pay for this effort. Theree wills “be
Ictters-to-the-cditor which will undoubtedly
say some awful things about us. There
will probably be an incrcase in the
harassment and perhaps violence that each
of us expcriences personally. You can't
push against these kinds of longstanding
oppressive limits without some kind of
backlash. 1 don’t say this to scarc anyonc
but to be honest about what I think all of
us nced to expect. Conscrvative clements
in this state, and beyond, will do their best
to make us pay dcarly for daring to
challenge the oppression that they sce as
good and just.

So, if I am right, introducing and
fighting for this bill is going to put us
through some¢ real hard times. Is it worth
it? Should we do it now?

To the first question, I belicve the
answer 1S unequivocally yes. We, as
lesbians and gay men, fully decserve to
have our rights guarantced to us by law,.
Weitndeserve wtirccdomatiroms: (Unjust
discrimination in employment, in housing.
in public accommodations, and in all arcas
where others are protected. We will figh
this battle not only for ourselves but for
thosec who follow us.

Should we do it now? There arc
rcasons I have discussed which dictate
caution. Yet there are also reasons why no
secems cxactly the right time,

We have a governor who supports
lesbian/gay civil rights and she should be
on our side in this struggle. We have what
will probably be one of the most liberal
Icgislatures in the history of this sta.c. We
have legislators who will sponsor and fight
for this bill. And we have a lesbian/gay
community that emerged from the
homophobia-filled ERA campaign not only
fccling battered, but also feeling angry.
This anger can cnergize us in demanding
and sccuring change.

Forcing change will be painful and
costly no matter when we do it. But
tolcrating the oppression has a much higher
price. tag.. . The daily barrage -on. our
dignity, our fecclings of self-worth and our
ability to love who we choose is priceless.

It 1s not an casy decision, but it is a
very important one. Should we go ahcad
or should we wait? You descrve to have
your voice heard in this decision. Join us
at the February 1, 1987 spccial statewide
coalition mecting and help us decide. Ho
to sce you there.
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ERA Campaign Obscures AIDS Facts

baffle me.
the segregation of another minority, the
deepening of confusion and a validation of
fear and anger.

Now that the election is over we can
all let out that decep breath we have bcen
holding in and get back to our lives, right?
For somec of us that will not be so casy to
do. There were targeted victims of this
year’s season of political distortions. Not
all of these victims were able to defend
themselves. Some of the most notable were
the persons with Human Immunodeficicncy
Virus(HIV) infections: A.ILD.S. and A.R.C.

At some point during the dcbates a

connection was made bctvyccn A.I.D.S. and
the E.R.A. This connection continues to

COMMENTARY Keith Goslant
The end result, however, was

The issues surrounding H.L.V. infections
have been somewhat confusing: Who 1s at
risk? 1Is it a problem for only specific
groups? Do these groups put "innocent"
victims at risk? ;

None of these questions were addressed
or answered during the E.R.A. campaign.

continued, page 2
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