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Show the Blood

BY TOBIAS NOVAK

edia’s portrayal of

transgender individu-

als is increasing in
frequency and intensity, and its
representation of who we are
as transfolk is generally inaccu-
rate, sensationalized and dam-
aging to the safety of our trans
brothers and sisters.

As transfolk appear more
and more in the public eye
through news programs, televi-
sion shows and print, transfolk,
their allies, the media, and so-
ciety at large must be aware of
the impact of public scrutiny of
trans lives. Full accountability

labeled as sick, diseased or
mentally ill, or as being trans
because of a bad childhood.
With the number of trans
(and other gender variant)
people killed each year simply
because of perception of their
gender (which is not always
entirely accurate), the media
should be held responsible
for promoting violence when
they portray transfolk in a

negative or inaccurate light.

Let’s call media that portray
transfolk in such ways and
tell them: “Enough of your
lies!” There are transpeople
being killed because people
believe these lies. You have

your sick and disabled, your
elderly and your children. We
walk among you, helping you,
talking to you and contribut-

Nobody deserves to die because of who they are.

must be taken for negative and
inaccurate representations.
Just as with lesbian, gay and
bisexual individuals, the media
far too often focuses on the
“cause” of transsexuality. This is
a grave error. Much like sexual
orientation, gender identity is
part of your makeup at birth,
and the “cause” is therefore ir-
relevant. Focus on the “cause”
of transsexuality, homosexual-
ity, bisexuality and lesbianism
creates a violent backlash from
extremists against our trans
and queer brothers and sisters.
My gender as a transman? It
has never felt female. The gen-
der of other transfolk I know?
It has never matched their
biological sex. Some of these
people have bad childhoods;
others don’t. And most people
I know who have bad child-
hoods are not trans. How do
you explain that? The general
medical establishment has long
since established that trans-
sexuality is a medical condi-
tion that people are born with.
You're either trans or you're
not, and no amount of child-
hood trauma will change that.
You can choose who you
sleep with, but ultimately you
cannot choose who you are at-
tracted to. With a trans person,
we do decide whether or not
to change our bodies through
hormones, surgery and other
“passing” techniques. How we
act on things (who we date and
sleep with or how we modify
our bodies) is our choice, but
we as transfolk should not be

blood on your hands when you
broadcast this hate speech.
Let’s take the blood from
off the networks’ hands and
spread it all over the streets
for everyone to see. If you see
statistics of murders against
transfolk rise, call the media
and hold them accountable.
Show the blood dripping off
their palms and fingertips,
and spread it everywhere.
When you watch a television
program and see inaccuracies
about transness being broad-
cast, show the blood. When
you see lies about transfolk
printed in your local papers,
show the blood. When you hear
people in conversation bashing
transpeople, show the blood.
When your friends and family
say things about transfolk that
aren’t true, show the blood.
When your schools spread mis-
information about transfolk,’
show the blood. Take this blood
and hold the media, society,

and governments accountable -

for the rise in violence against
transfolk. Do the same with
anti-Arabic/Muslim sentiments,
anti-Black sentiments, anti-
Latino sentiments, anti-queer
sentiments, anti-Semitic senti-
ments and anti-anything else
we claim as identity sentiments
(so long as that identity does
not harm others). Show the
blood of the media to anyone
propagating and spreading lies.
Transfolk are not going
away. We're here, and we are a
part of your communities. We
pay taxes, work and care for

ing to all of society. We did not
ask to be given this difficult
hand in life with our gender

-not matching our biologi-

cal sex. We were handed this
card from our God/dess, our
Mother Earth, our mothers and
fathers, our Universe, and we
must live with it. We did not
wish our transgender status
upon ourselves, nor do we
deserve to die because of it.
When you see trans-lies be-
ing spread, show the blood and
hold those spreading the lies ac-
countable for their actions. Oth-
erwise, those who walk and live
among you and contribute to
your well-being and sustenance
are not being sustained. Nobody
deserves to die because of who
they are. Show the blood of all
those who advocate violence
through irresponsible words
and actions; and instead advo-
cate peace, love, tolerance and
sustenance. When one person
is not being sustained, none of
us are being sustained. A com-
munity is only as strong as one
of its members, and when trans-
folk (or anyone else) are being
weakened for who they are, we
are all being threatened with
dissolution and destruction;
our lives are all at stake, and
we are all on the cross,; dying
for reasons we cannot control.
Speak out for others, and
others will speak out for you.V

Tobias Novak is a writer and
musician living in Burlington.

DEC.2006 / JAN.2007 | out in the mountains 13

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

WILLIAM COIL
NATIONALLY CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST

Deep Muscle Therapy ® Sports Massage
Chronic Pain Management ® Stress Management

Practice limited to male clientele. e
Gift Certificates Available: $40/1 hour © $60/1 1/2 hours ’mm

802.658.2390 * 800.830.5025 &8

'DIAMOND HILL STORE

On The Green In Danville

Your Local Wine & Cheese Shop
Featuring Gifts & Specialty Foods

Stop In & Say Hello To John & Tom
Only 5 Miles From St. Johnsbury, VT’

Open Monday thru Saturday, 10 am. » 6 p.m. - Sunday, Noon to 4

oice s@mountamprldemedla org
is 'cbe address to teil us how OITM made a d;ﬁerence in your ln‘e

WORLD AIDS DAY

IS
Friday, December 1

The world promised to
stop AIDS by 2015.

What will you do?
FYVERMONTC

Commitlee for AIDS Resources, Education & Semces

WE HAVE MOVED! | -

New office location: 187 Saint Paul Street

FREE RAPID HIV TESTING

Anonymous. Oral Swab. 99.6% Accurate.

CALL 1-800-649-AIDS FOR MORE INFO.

187 St. Paul $t.
Nondays 4-7
800-649-2437

27°S. Hain St.
[lednesdays 3-b
802-775-5864

1200 Hospital Drive
Suite

' Wednesdays 11-1
802-748-9061

73 Main St. Ste 401
12/1 and 12/15, 2-4
800-649-2437




