REVIEW BY GLO DALEY

s a person of almost no
academic orientation, un-
like the editors and some
of the writers, I approached
Lesbian Commumnities with
some wariness, fearing a bit
of a dry read. I was, happily,
quite wrong in my prejudice.
This book presents a broad
spectrum of views and experi-
ences about what we loosely
call “lesbian communities”...
and what an amazing, varied

Clearly, this can only be a sam-
pling of communities. However,
it covers many of the possibili-
ties and potentialities of old and
new ways that lesbians were
and are able to come together to
support living, working, playing
and problem-solving.

Editors Esther Rothblum and
Penny Sablove have gathered
the words of women from many
diverse lesbian communities
including womyn who are ur-
ban, country, young, old, radical,
conservative, Japanese, African

virtual communities.

Highlights for me were the
surprising piece by Elena Dyke-
woman, in which she draws
comparisons between churches
and lesbian communities, com-
ing up with some specific and
down-to-earth ways we might
function better for the good of
the group if we looked to see
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what churches might have to of-
fer which we (as lesbians) don’t
necessarily. That's a very open-
minded and brave proposition
for someone who, with a radical
feminist reputation, also identi-
fies as an atheist and a Jew.

In another work by Jane
Dickie et al. on the conversa-
tions between the 2nd and 3rd
Wave feminists, the writers talk
of “Speaking across Genera-
tions: A Radical Act.” Rachel
Gazda of this group writes,

“Traditionally in the patriarchy,
generations are not supposed to
talk to each other. The younger

‘generation is supposed to rebel

" Leshion fommunities

Festivals, RUs, and the Internet

against the older generation
- that is the response, distance is
communicated. We listened to
women'’s stories; we recorded
them. That is a powerful pro-
cess. It is intimate and real and
so many of us are changed
through this way of being.”

One group talked of keep-
ing their community together
through “myth making” and “high
play,” concepts that seem quite
useful and, to my mind, deserve
more study, contemplation and
checking out. Kathleen Liddle
wrote about the continuing rele-
vance of feminist bookstores and
their importance as a center.

This book is loaded with im-
portant information, ideas, and
wisdom. As Susan Krieger says
in her article, “there is no one
view or definition of lesbian com-
munity; there never can be ... I am
grateful to all other women who,
with their lives ... speak up, who
say “here I am,” who attempt to
form bonds with other lesbians

- both individual couple bonds and
social bonds that extend beyond
the couple. These are women
whose past lovers become friends,
who feel a unique and exciting
kinship with other women who
also love women, who burn with
alove that still often dares not
speak its name.”V

. Glo Daley is a longtime cre-
.. ator and member of lesbian
community in Huntington.
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YOU CAN GET HEALTH CRRE AND
TREATMENT IF YOU TEST POSITIVE.

For i_nforma%,ion on HIV testing:
= call toll-free from in Vermont
800-882-AIDS (800-882-2437)*

= for hearing impaired TTY access
800-319-3141*

s or visit us on-line at
http://www.healthyvermonters.info

* The Vermont AIDS Hotline is open weekdays, 8:30-4:30,
“(For information 24/7,call the National AIDS Hotline
800-342-2437)

Take the TEST. Take CONTROL.
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Lovely 3 bedroom home with 1600 sq. ft. carriage

house (rents for $1000/mo)- in charming Jericho
Center. Situated on an acre of land filled with
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bushes, this home has been extensively renovated.
without disturbing: the charm of:an old farmhouse! ©
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everywhere from. cherry kitchen cabinets, new £
stainless steel appliances, & granite countertops: §
New carpet; painted interior ‘& exterior in:2003. §

Family ‘room with -hearth and ‘woodstove; formal
dining room, media room with great bath and Jacuzzi
fubjustto name afew.” e

$419,000 =
Wonderful flat in two year old building in Burlington.
This ground floor unit features :hardwood and tile
floors and is a short ‘walk to downtown and the

waterfront, restaurants and shopping.
$169,900
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