Reprieve

Review of
Ani DiFranco’s
2006 Album

BY LLUVIA MULVANEY-
STANAK

ot even Hurricane Katrina
(or the more horrific re-
sponse of the Bush admin-
istration afterward) could prevent
Ani DiFranco from putting out
another album. Her new effort,
reprieve, puts her at well over 20

impressive if you know how crazy
her touring schedule used to be.
A response to a past year filled
with intense personal challenges,
Ani has once
again put
together an
album that
surpasses
her previ-
ous work
both in mu-
sicianship
and content. Ani is not and re-
ally has never been just a “folk-
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determined to buck the industry
standards of selling out and/or
shutting up. This 13-track CD
continues to mix her personal and

ships verses a failing of society or
the government.

[ suppose that is the key to
Ani’s success and foresight as

Ani DiFranco is able to meld the personal
and political and create a soundtrack
that makes even the most picky music
fan sit up and take note.

an artist. She is able to meld the
personal and political and create

political thoughts into one con-

tinuous flow of prose. In fact, at
this point it is hard to tell which
songs are about failed relation-

records which sets a pace of near-
ly one a year, a feat even more

DiFranco at the Clearwater Festival
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singer.” She has been a musical
leader amongst those who are

You can always expect
low rates, honest advice, and
a quick turnaround.
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old-fashioned way

...with loyalty, integrity,
and creativity.
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For over a decade, Spruce Mortgage
has been a leader in residential, second.
home, investment property mortgages,
home equity, and refinancing.

.Sprucemortgage.com
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[MORTGAGE]

Lovely 3 bedroom home with 1600 sq.
ft. carriage house (rents for $1000/mo)
in charming Jericho Center. Situated
on an acre of land filled with perennial
gardens, fruit trees, lilacs and blucberry
bushes, this home has been extensively
renovated without disturbing the charm
of an old farmhouse! $399.900

Wonderful flat in two year old building
in Burlington. This ground floor unit
features hardwood and tile floors and
is a short walk to downtown and the
waterfront. restaurants and shopping.
$169.900

THe DeEsauters GROUP

WE KNOW WHAT
HOME

Enjoy the private backyard views
from this ciwrming three bedroom
farmhouse with charming 1830°s barn.
Lots of upgrades including exterior
paint, newer front porch, windows.
furnace, hot water tank, septic tank and
leach ficld. $249.900

802.655.3335
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a soundtrack that makes even the
most picky music fan sit up and
take note.

Ani continues to move away
from her “big band” days of the
late ‘90s and gets back to “basics”
- if you can even call it that - with
reprieve. The songs reflect on her
rough past couple of years: a di-
vorce, health issues abruptly halt-
ing her insane touring schedule,
and the continued decline of her
hometowns (first Buffalo, NY, and
now New Orleans).

Despite the sometimes melan-
choly undertones, this is a must-
have addition to any true Ani fan's
collection. ¥

Lluvia Mulvaney-Stanak is
Co-Executive Director of
Outright Vermont

To learn
more about;

- HIV testing

- Benefits of
knowing
your HIV
status

- Treatment,
support and
counseling
options
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Call Vermont
AIDS Hotline:

1-800-
882-
AIDS




