white. Dolly Fleming asked me if
I would be a marshal.

EB: There are a lot of lesbian
and gay employees in the cur-
rent administration. Will you
be committed to retaining or
hiring and/or appointing a di-
verse workforce?

BK: Absolutely, of course! I
would look for the most quali-
fied people. Diversity is good for
businesses and governments,
and I'm not speculating. When I
was director of CVOEO [Cham-

plain Valley Office of Economic
Opportunity], that's what I did.
CVOEO was one of the first busi-
nesses in Burlington to offer
domestic partner coverage in
our health plan. Seven percent
of households in Vermont are
unmarried [including his: Kiss
and long-time partner Jackie
Majaros are not married].

I also want to say that I have
alot of experience at doing more
with less. A lot of my 18 years
at CVOEO, we had to deal with
shrinking budgets. And [ recog-

HEALTH

Oral OraQuick
Accuracy Questioned

BURLINGTON - Despite reports in the Advocate that OraQuick
oral swab tests have been showing a high percentage of false
positives, the director of Vermont’s only agency to use the test
remains confident that the test is accurate if used correctly.

Vermont CARES Director Peter Jacobsen said he is “not con-
cerned,” about reports that the swab test that returns results in
20 minutes is showing 25 percent of positive results are false.
“We think the finding is site-based — it's in two cities and two
specific programs,” he explained, echoing OraSure’s defense of
its testing technology. The company’s CEO, Douglas Michels, in-
sisted to an investors’ conference that the test has a 99.8 percent
accuracy rate for identifying HIV-negative subjects. His num-
bers are based on results from 112,000 tests performed in 2005
in eight different states, Advocate.com reports.

“We continue to maintain tight quality control and keep care-
ful records,” Jacobsen added.

Media reports dating from mid-December suggest that the
problem may be larger than Jacobsen suggests, with programs
in Los Angeles, San Francisco, and New York City all reporting
high numbers of false positives. Before it recessed in December,
Congress had stripped $12 million in funding for the test from a
Health and Human Services budget bill.

Vermont CARES began offering the Oranck swab tests in
December.

Kelly Brigham, the agency’s Director of Prevention and Ser-
vice, said Vermont CARES had administered 70 OraQuick oral
swab tests from December 1 through mid-January and had no
false positives so far.

“What we're hearing from OraSure is that the batch of tests
those sites were using might have been expired, or they weren'’t
using them correctly,” Brigham added.

Six sites had dropped the OraSure company’s OraQuick oral
swab test as of the end of last year, the Advocate reports, quot-
ing the Los Angeles Times. However, the OraQuick rapid-result
test that uses blood (from a finger stick or other blood sample)
is not showing higher than expected false positives. Some sites
confirm oral-swab positive results with a finger-stick test.

Brigham said that Vermont CARES does not offer the finger-
stick OraQuick test because the agency does not meet health
and training standards for handling blood products safely. “Han-
dling blood is a biohazard issue, and it takes a certain level of
training. We'd already been offering an oral test for three years,
so we went with the oral version,” Brigham explained.

As of late December, other well-known HIV test clinics, in-
cluding the Whitman-Walker Clinic in Washington, DC, Gay
Men'’s Health Crisis in New York, and the AIDS Healthcare Foun-
dation in Los Angeles, were continuing to use the test and have
not found a problem with high percentages of false positive
results. ¥

nize that you reach a point of do-
ing less with less.

EB: Would you work toward
keeping both the Barnes and
Wheeler elementary schools
open?

BK: Of course. There are 500,000
[lower income] kids that are in
what is essentially an experi-
ment to see whether the theory
that they will do better in class-
es with more advantaged kids
works. And it is an experiment.
School'issues and city issues are
different, but we would work to-
gether to see what we could do.

EB: If you win, will you resngn
your House seat?

BK: I hope not to have to, I'd do
both until the end of the [legislative]
session. And then I would not run
[again] for House in the fall.

EB: Briefly, is there anything
else we should know about
you?

BK: I am one of the cosponsors of
H.478, the gender identity and ex-
pression nondiscrimination bill.

- Fun Fiscal

Conservative?

Republican ‘mayoral candidate
and Burlington City Councilor
Kevin J. Curley returned Editor
Euan Bear’s phone call request-
ing an interview on short notice.

EB: Probably the thing that
most of our readers want to
know is whether you as a Re-
publican would continue the
city’s support for the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
Pride Festival by signing a
proclamation.

KJC: I support the festlval My
neighbors, Randy and John
— I can’t think of their last names
— were very involved in the festi-
val using the waterfront area one
year when it was really rainy, and
the area got pretty muddy and
somebody broke a sprinkler head.
They were worried that the city
was going to keep the $1,000 de-
posit. They came over and said
they'd fix everything and asked
that we not keep the deposit. I
helped make sure they could do
it. I'm fine with a declaration.

EB: Would you hire and ap-

‘point — to the extent that a

mayor can - a diverse work-
force, including lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals and transgen-
ders?

KJC: When it’s about diversity,

= CONTINUED ON P. 5

FEBRUARY 2006 | 'out in‘the mountains 3

OITM, We love your love for
the community. Thanks for
20 fabulous years!

— Samara Board and Staff
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good food good things goqd times

A genuine Vermont country store
with a contemporary flair

Now serving dinner Friday and Saturday evenings

montgomery center vermont
802.326.3058

www.troutrivertraders.com




