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uri’ht’s New
Year Resolution

Essentially,
this resolution
is an impor-
tant piece of a
larger cam-
paign to
address, pre-
vent and stop
tobacco use
here in
Vermont. Our
hope is to
have the
tobacco tax
increased on
both ciga-
rettes and
chewing -
tobacco by
the end of the
2006 legisla-
tive session.
(The last
increase was
in 2003 for
cigarettes, but
other tobacco
products
haven’t had a
tax increase in
10 years!) It
has been
proven that
one of the
effective ways
to decrease
smoking rates
across the
board, is to
centinue to
make the

tobacco products out of the
price range of those who might
use them. Plus, the revenue
raised by the tobacco tax can
and does get returned to tobac-
co prevention efforts. These
efforts help round out the holis-
tic approach that is needed to
complete prevention work (quit

he 2006 Tobacco Tax
Resolution is repro-
duced below. This reso-
lution is being circulated by a
growing collaboration of tradi-
tional (American Cancer
Society, Coalition for a
Tobacco Free Vermont, Heart
& Lung Associations) and non-
traditional anti-tobacco organi-
zations, like Outright Vermont!

Youth Risk Behavior Survey

are two times more likely to
smoke than their heterosexual
peers? And that overall, more
than 1/2 of all sexually active
queer youth in Vermont
smoke?

of this collaboration and it is

results (2005) that queer youth

For these reasons and many
more, Outright Vermont is part

: Coalition for 2 Tobacco Free Vermont
Resolation to Reduce Tobaceo Use and Emprove the Teslth of Vermenters

WHEREAS, Fvcty year, 1608 Vermont ch:!dmn beeame addicted to tobaceo and 14,000 kids under 18 alive today
in Vermont will die prematurely from smoking’; and

WHEREAS, increasing Vermont's cigarette tax hy 81 cents to $2.00 wonld significantly reduce the mimber of
vourth whn smoke, would save 2 pmjected ST02.8 mitlion in long term health care costs, and would provide
dditional state re , § 2 a0 d $19.6 miftion in #¥20077; and

WHIREAS, curvently 12% ul‘ hngh school hoys {up from 8% in 2003) and 2% of high schoof girls (up From 1% in
2003} use chew/spit tobaceo;” :

WHIUREAS, currently Gay, Lesbian, Bm.xuul antf Quustioning (GLBG} youth wre more thun 1wo times more likely
10 smoka: tham their hetorosexual poand’s

WHEREAS, currently the smoking rale of Tow income Vermonters is significantly higher lhan Vcrmomm m
Thigher incoms groups, and continues to se Where ofher populations arc decressing’;

WHEREAS, Venmnont has the sceond Towest cigarctte tax in the region including sl of New Engldnd, New York
and Quebee; and

WITEREAS, funds from the tax i

would support state [ that will advance the health of all

Vermonters.
B FFHEEREFORE RESOE VED, that the nndersigned nrganization endorses:
e Inceeasing the Vermont cigarerte tax by #1 cenis: and afl other mbaccn praducts ((FF'P) tax from 41% 0
9% of whidesale price (Firg ¢ @ since 19495);

* Using money raised by this increase in the cigarette and other tobuceo taxes to fund state programs that
will advance the fwalth of Vermont citizens,

BL [T FURTHER RESOLMED, that the undersigned ongsnizstion will:
e Ipformils bers snd, il possible, the 1 public ol its cau of this Resolution; snd,
= [nivrm the Governer snd members ol the Legistature of its endorsement of this Resolution, 1o the extent
permitied by law, and urge its consiiluency o do so.

Signcd on

ty
{date) (authovized signanisre}
Name of Org; i

Number of Members {(if applicablc):
Contact Persan:

Contsct Person’s email:
Phoue: : Yaar
Mailing Add

Please return ta: Coalition for a Tohaceo Free Vermant
0. Box 1460, Williston, VT 05495 Fax: 872-6399, or c-mail at: info@ifohucenfrecvermantanry

( .un;mgn fior Tubauce- Free Kids, “The Toil of Tobaca i Veripon”, 2005
* Campaign for Tobaceo-Froo Kids, “Boncfits froma Cigarctte 18 Increasc in Vormont, 2005
* Vermont Youlb Risk Bebavior Srveys, 2003 and 20605

- * Vet Youth Risk Bebavior Susvey 2005

*Vormont Bohavioral Risk Factors Surveillance Sysroin, 1998-2004 Decepiber 2065
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help, support groups, preven- my hope that the many folks
tion education; outreach mate-  who support Outright will get
rials, etc.). their organizations and busi-

I am sure I don’t need to tell  nesses that you work for/with
you that tobacco use is harmful  to sign onto this resolution.
no matter what your age, sexu-  Simply print it out and mail or
al orientation or gender may email it back to Tobacco Free
be. But did you know that Vermont.
according to the most recent Thanks everyone. ¥




