By NETH URKIEL-TAYLOR

ecently, I took part in the
first of a three-part
; merican Red Cross

training for HIV/AIDS educators.
There are a number of books in
the Rainbow Library on this topic

and I thought I would share some

of those titles with you this
month. Some children are infect-
ed and many others affected by
this epidemic. A child’s first
infroduction to information about
sex should not be in association
with a disease. However, ques-
tions will arise and adults should
know resources for explaining
questions on HIV and AIDS.

HIV/AIDS books for
children may explain facts, be
written or co-written by children
or be fictionalized stories. Many
of the fictionalized stories I have
read describe the feelings or
events a young child has experi-
enced when an uncle is dying or
has died of AIDS.

A Name of the Quilt by
Jeannine Atkins is a particularly
good book for introducing the
love and remembrance of some- -
one, in this case an uncle, who
has passed due to AIDS. The
book is the story of a girl named
Lauren and how her family takes
an evening together to create a
panel for the AIDS Memorial
Quilt. This book is not full of
facts about the virus or disease.
The disease is never once men-
tioned until the facts pages at the
books end. This story shares past
and present memories of family
history. Eventually, piece by
Piece, a life story is stitched
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together for all of us to remem- .
ber.

If your child is affected
by an uncle (or other adult) who
is living with HIV/AIDS, good
parallels may be drawn between

‘reality and the books, Tiger

Flowers by Patricia Quinlan or
Losing Uncle Tim by MaryKate
Jordan. These two books are the
stories of nephews and the events
before, during, and after :
HIV/AIDS has killed their uncle.
Importantly, each of these books
provides children with the idea
that no one can catch AIDS by
being near an ill person. A child
does not have to withdraw from
seeing their loved relative or

friend.

If there were one book I
would give out to all parents and
teachers or young children on this
issue, it would have to be Come
Sit by Me, written by Margaret

" Merrifield, M.D. This book is a

superb primer for children and
adults alike. It describes itself as
an “educational storybook for -
small children.” This is a story of
young children coping with a
peer’s illness at a preschool age.
The book illustrates all the ways
children cannot get HIV/AIDS in
ordinary day-to-day living and
provides intelligent information
and answers to questions for
adults or teachers in the back
pages of the book.

A book like Come Sit by
Me may make you curious to
hear more stories about chiidren
with AIDS/HIV. In that case, Be
A Friend, Children Who Live
with HIV Speak (Albert Whitman
& Company) would be the book
to find. Be A Friend is a collec-
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tion of art and writing by children
who have come to the National
Cancer Institute. It is divided into
three sections: in “I Often
Wonder...,” children express
what they wonder about and wish
for; “Living with HIV”, children
share their daily routine, and
some personify this virus as a
monster; the third section is about
relations in “Family, Friends and
AIDS.” As 8-year-old Becky -
says, “I would like for everyone
to know that please do not be
scared of us — we have feelings,
too. It is not so easy to live with
AIDS. Be nice, and treat us like -
everyone else. The worst thing
about having AIDS is not know-
ing if people will be your friends.
So please be our friends. We need
you to be our friends.” i

If you want to instill the
facts even further, I would sug-
gest a series of books published

- by Rosen Publishing Group’s
PowerKids Press. The AIDS

Awareness Library is a series of
eight books. Some titles include:
Where Did AIDS Come From?,
Mpyths and Facts About AIDS,
What You Can Do About AIDS,
Kids with AIDS, and What is
AIDS?. These books are a multi-
volume AIDS/HIV encyclopedia
set for upper-elementary-level

~ reading. Each has its own glos-

sary and index.

~ In the complexity of
AIDS and HIV there is no cure.
Education of every person —no
matter how young — is the best
way to prevent the spread of this
disease. ¥

The Rainbow Library is a refer-
ence library and resource for
queer themed picture books,
videos and family information.
Call 652-0878 to learn how you
can become involved, get a bibli-
ography or give gifis to the
library.

Neth Urkiel Taylor lives in
Burlington and directs the
Rainbow Library.
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