1 Do .. ot!

at if I don t want to get
wr“md?

Well, of course, its my
choice. I don t have to marry my
girl. But then again, I only have the
one choice: [ can either not marry
her or — not marry her. What s
wrong with this picture?

As it happens, neither of
us is champing at the bit to hear
wedding bells; we hear bells when-
ever we re together, it s that good
between us. I have to confess that I
feel that what we have is sacred, and
I worry that formalizing it would
expose it to the profane. When I
tried to picture us standing in line in
Portland, Oregon, with the religious
zealots threatening divine wrath and
the media filming us, I didn t want
to expose my girl to marriage at all.
At the same time I was terribly
excited about the opportunity and
completely supportive of those

lynch

that impulse; part of me wanted to
join the lineup because marriage is a
language I understand. It s fine to
know that my girl and I have a deep-
er, truer bond than any piece of
paper can bestow, yet I am the mar-
rying kind, a one-woman woman, a
nice middle-class girl. The tempta-
tion to seriously propose is great. Its
how I learned to express my love: by
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women and men who thus publicly
proclaimed their love. ‘

What a big step. It seems
very sudden to an old gay who
remembers when we had to disguise
ourselves — checking our walks,
dressing like hets (for women this
meant appealing to men) and delet-
ing most references to our lives from
conversations. In those days it was
really special to recognize someone
by her pinky ring or to find gay peo-
ple to socialize with. Now, we re
registering with government agen-
cies, testifying on paper that we re
gay and signing our names to make
it official. Given that there are still
people in this country who shudder
when they think about us, I think
that s pretty darn good.

Is this an efficient way to
get on the list many gays still fear?
We re so brave, so trusting, so eager
for acceptance, so hungry to belong
that we lined up by the thousands to
sign on for whatever. I understand

my parents example as well as from
the books I read and from the enthu-
siastic movies I watched. ’

I admire Phyllis Lyon and
Del Martin for being first in line. I
also admire my friends the hotelier
and her poet lover who made a state-
ment by waiting four-and-a-half
hours to get a certificate — and thats
all. They are not following it up by
finding a little wedding chapel or
turning the thing in signed; they just
wanted to be counted. I was
impressed when a gay man in town
wrote a proud letter to the editor
about how he wanted to marry his
partner right here at home. I just ran
into him and his young son at the
Co-op and he said he hadn t heard a
thing from our county commission-
ers. Surprise. A few days ago, two
musician friends, who have been
together at least twenty years, did go
the whole route and were married by
the minister father of one partner.
That brought tears to my eyes. When

it s right for a couple, it s right.

Then I think of people like
Mary Cheney, the vice president s
daughter. How confusing it must be,
in the midst of all the hullabaloo, to
try to stay loyal to both her father
and her lover, to the political party
that is scapegoating us once again
and to the platform that denies her
rights. I applaud her for keeping her
unsanctioned marriage together
under such stress. I also applaud her
for being out to such parents. I can t
believe part of her wouldn t also
love to wait in that four-and-a-half-
hour line.

I ve tried to imagine what
bothers non-gays so much about us
getting married. Their protests are
thin and passionless when couched
in words like destroying the institu-
tion.  No, it s got to be more viscer-
al than that, like disgust or horror or
fear. I wonder if they know what
bothers them. I think they ve been
brainwashed by obsolete religious
beliefs. Somebody needs to tell
them, hey, we have enough people in
this world, guys. There s no need to
keep marriage laws written'to insure
that men go forth and multiply — and
keep track of their progeny. Or
maybe they need to hear: Can t
imagine a feller in a wedding dress?
Gay people.love, we re getting mar-
ried, get used to it!

The urge to marry, rather
than being a perversion, shows just
how very normal we are. If commit-
ted relationships are to be encour-
aged by tax breaks and benefits,
family and peer support and sincere
pledges to one another, then let's
make sure these rewards are avail-
able to everyone who wants to make
the move. Gay marriages haven t
destroyed civilization in Canada,
Belgium or the Netherlands — what s
holding the U.S. back?

My girl and I don t want
to get married today, but you d bet-
ter believe we want the option
tomorrow. ¥
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