Famlly Values vs. the
Boy Scouts

’m thinking of a little 8-year-old
I boy.

Is he trustworthy? He does
his best to follow through on what he
says he will do.

Is he loyal? Good heavens,
yes! He’s fiercely loyal to his family
and protective of his sister. Is he help-
ful? Yes. Again, he’s only eight, but
he’ll clean his room without being told
most nights.

Is he friendly? Yes.

Courteous? Yes. He remembers to say _

“please” and “thank you” and “excuse
me” on the right occasions. Is he kind?
Yes, this little boy is a very kind and
gentle person.

Is he obedient? Yes. He’ll do
as he is asked by his parents more often
than not. Cheerful? He’s a happy kid,
so yes. Thrifty? That’s an interesting
one. He’s had a few dollars in his piggy
bank for several months that he has not
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rushed out to spend, so I’d have to say
that he is.

Is he brave? That’s a definite
yes. Bravery and facing things is
important to him and he will face
things he is afraid of. Clean? Yeah, he

 likes his showers, so I’d say so!
Reverent? Yes, he respects people’s tra-

 ditions and belief insofar as he under-
stands them.

He also loves building and
making things, is goal-oriented and

. very determined to grow up to be an
independent adult. Sounds like great
material for a Boy Scout, doesn’t he?

Well, the Boy Scouts of
America wouldn’t want him. He is not
being reared in any religious tradition
and his mother is bisexual. My partners
and I don’t even want to risk him join-
ing (yes, he’s my son), because we
don’t want to have him really get into it
and love it only to have him kicked out.

As a sister to a former Cub
Scout, I genuinely do think that
Scouting can have a beneficial effect on
young people. It encourages goal-set-
ting, learning life skills and giving back
to the community. Certainly getting
into the annual father/son bakeoff
spurred my brother on to learn to cook
well — a good skill for any adult. There
are thousands of youngsters just like
my brother, or my son, who either
would benefit from scouting er have
benefited from Scouting.

But.
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We thought we were making
progress. This past May, Philadelphia’s
Cradle of Liberty Council of the Scouts
had voted to end discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation. That.
progress was very short-lived, ending
when the national Scouting office”
issued 'a memo forbidding local coun-
cils to deviate from national member-
ship policies. The Philadelphia group
had originally decided to end discrimi-
nation to retain United Way funding for
its Learning for Life program spon-
sored through the Scouts, but immedi-
ately rescinded.

Caught in this crossfire was
a young man named Greg Lattera. After
the Philly Council resolution, he came
out as both gay and a non-theist. A
week later, the Council caved in to the
national organization, and Lattera was

* fired from his job as a counselor at a

camp where he had worked for three
years, winning awards for excellent
performance. He was also kicked out of
the Boy Scouts of America. (They did
refund his ten dollar registration fee).

According to Mark Noel,
Director of the New England Coalition
of Inclusive Scouting, Lattera has

-appealed this decision. He is working

with Stacy Sobel, Esq., the executive
director of the Center for Lesbian and
Gay Ciyil Rights in Philadelphia to
have his job re-instated. While the state
of Pennsylvania does not have laws
against job discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation, the city of
Philadelphia, where the local council
has its headquarters, does.

- The discriminatory policies
are affecting generations of loyal vol-
unteers to the Boy Scouts of America.
Pete Thomas, an Eagle Scout and son
of a Scouter (adult scout leader), had
this comment about his own family’s
involvement in the Boy Scouts: “Father
resigned as Assistant District
Commissioner over the BSA kicking
out the Unitarian Universalists’
Religion in Life emblem [for highlight-
ing the difference of opinion between
the UUA and the BSA over discrimina-
tion].

“I was [also] outraged ... my
father is one of the best Scouters I
know. He resigned over their treatment

" of our denomination, and I wrote the

council a letter supporting him and
denouncing the BSA policy and treat-
ment of gay people and Unitarian
Universalists. He was my scout master

.. he’s straight, and I hadn't come to
recognize my bisexuality, but the UU
church has had a long history of soli-
darity with the GLBT movement ... I
thought it important as a matter of prin-
ciple to tell them they were making a
mistake and losing valuable volunteers
and chartering orgamzatlons asa
result.”

They’re certainly losmg the
hands, hearts, brains and talents of my
family. While we all want our son to
belong to groups that foster many of
the virtues claimed to be part of Scout
Law, we don’t want him to learn the
bigotry that would come with it. ¥

Noél Figart lives and writes in Fairlee.
She can be reached at :
noel@pentide.com.
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The Samara Foundat Vermont is a
charitable foundation ose mission is to
support and strengthen Vermont's gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgendered communities
today and build an endowment for tomorrow.
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463 Mountain View Drive
Suite 200

Colchester, VT 05446
Phone: 802-655-3333 x45
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Marriage
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excited that marriage is the goal the
Canadians sought rather than a “you -
can sit in the back seat” law such as
civil unjong, As gay, bisexual and les-

bian citizens, we deserve full equality,
not “separate but equal.” Civil unions
are a legal step in thie right direction,
but their acceptance risks complacence
and settling for less. We deserve more.
In a free society, people of all sexual
orientations should have the right to
marry, with all rights and responsibili-
ties and the full recognition of the fed-

eral government. V

David M. Price is the author of Finding
a Lover for Life: A Gay Man's Guide to
Finding a Lasting Relationship. He and
his partner Mike live in western
Massachusetts and plan to retire to
land they own in Vermont.

is proud 1o present:
Adornment IV
“Avalon: the Battle for Power Between the Gods”

August 8-10 at the Holiday Inn, Burlington
Bavony of Al VT

Far room reservations: (BO2)863-6363 Mention for discount rate.
Friday: Out of Town Show $10 donation
Saturday: Adornmment IV $50
Sunday: Victory Brunch $25
Soecial Advance Ticket: All three events $75 Purchase by July 15
Come join Baron I Kristoff Raimondo Reeves Sousa Delfa Notte and the Barony
for their fundraising, drag event of the year} Beneﬁdarksforunsveats

M&Q_&W{M

R ——



