‘ ‘That’s all well and
good,” a former col-
league opined, in a
meeting to consider a quirky new
commercial campaign. “But will it
play with the fly-over people?”
The so-called fly-over
people are, literally, flown over by
airplanes jetting from one cultural
capital to the other. They’ve been
the focus of much discussion and
derision among the pseudo-sophis-
ticated, creative movers and shak-

~ers on the East and West coasts.

Those urbane types have little
appreciation for anyone who does-
n’t live in either New York or Los
- Angeles — with occasional excep-
tions made for residents of San -
Francisco and Chicago. The fly-
over folks, it’s believed, are merely
pitiful pawns whose reason for
existence is to buy the things the
produét pushers and show business
pimps are selling.
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local morning paper but was far
less important than a story and
photo about a record-setting piece
of hail. A radio show we happened
to catch focused on the ruling but
more than one local Nebraska
caller denounced the hate-monger-
ing host and provided perspectives
that were articulate and compas-
sionate. Hail that!

I lost my glasses some-
where in Colorado. The first
chance we had to get a replacement
pair was in Des Moines, lowa. The
Lenscrafters at a suburban mall
turned out to be the source for
much more than new frames and
lenses.

Julie, the retail manager,

and I bonded like old friends. We
‘were ]aughmg and exchanging life

stories in a matter of minutes. In
addition to a marvelous new pair of
glasses, the married and pregnant

Julie recommended a gay dance

club for our evening’s entertain-
ment. When she and her co-work-
ers want a fun night out, they head
to the gay disco because “they have
the best and we can just dance and
have a great time without being hit
on.” ;

: We’ve been warmly wel-
comed in places that are usually
assumed to be bastions of anti-gay
acrimony. We’ve made friends

where it’s expected that an interra-

cial homosexual couple would get

-more glaring than caring.

- Visiting gay meccas and

-exciting cities can be fun, but don’t
‘pass up a chance to se¢ parts of the . -

country where there are wonderful
people whose minds and hearts are

' more open than we often assume.

Don’t make condescending.com-

parisons between your own lmle
- world and places where the comn

grows straight but not all the peo-

i;lay with the fly-over

e people It’s all well and good v

: ‘,D Scott Bush s work appears
ut throughout the country. E-mail may hel
o 'be dtrected to NakedCurtosny com.

| «a<>«<g>~é>e<:<>«<g>«<x>=@>e<z>«@>«@>

Nancy Ellen Brownsword, MA
' Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
1802/863.2084

2 CHURCH STREET, BURLINGTON VT 05401

TEENS | ADULTS | INDIVIDUALS | COUPLES

REMEX

North Professionals

Jackie Marino

REALTOR

802-655-3377 x23
800-639-4520 x23

e-mail jackie@together.net
website: www.jackiemarino.com

“Out” and Servm? our
Commumly since 1989 .

Practlce lmuted
to male clientele

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
thham CoxI NCMT

* . 802:658-2390
800-830:5025

ctroﬂ@togefher net




