JUST ONE BLOCK FROM CHURCH STREET e FREE PARKING FOR SHOPPERS e EBT CARDS WELCOME

WARM UP AT
CITY MARKET

When there’s a chill in the air, let

the City Market buffet warm you up.
With our piping hot soup, freshly
baked bread, hearty chili, and other
homemade specialties, there’s no
tastier way to get warm.

Onion River Co-op .

meat produce fresh dairy delicatessen

and seafood

82 S. Winooski Avenue, Burlington Between Pearl and College 802-863-3659  open every day. 7am-11pm

A Place To Find Peace of Mind,
And Share Your Interests And
Lifestyle. :
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COTTA

CES OF MADEIRA B

Woman Owned and Operated
amenities. Set on a working harbor, you’ll enjoy

. oo youll enjor (727) 397-7706
S v 225 BOCA CIEGA DR.

MADEIRA BEACH, FL 33708

Nestled on a quiet peninsula a stone’s throw from
the Gulf of Mexico, these secluded cottages are
each designed with a unique theme.

Arranged for privacy around central courtyards,
the cottages are fully equipped, and offer many

Take in the breathtaking sunsets when evening
falls, and choose one of the nearby fine restaurants
or grill out on the deck. Whatever your lifestyle,
yowll enjoy the serentiy of these cottages, and
youw'll want to return time and time again.

www.changingtidescottages.com
info@changingtidescottages.com
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ChamplainOBGYN

55 Main Street @® Essex Junction, VT 05452
802-879-1802

A New Choice in Women's Health Care

n collaboration with
- Champlain Obstetrics and Gynecology

Complete Nurse-Midwifery Service Provided by Lisa Hotte Kelley, CNM
Offering:

- v/ Personalized prenatal care ¢/ Women's GYN care
¢ Delivery at FAHC by midwife with physician collaboration and consulation available

tip top CAFE
FINE SEASONAL FOOD iN A CASUAL ATMOSPHERE
SERVING LUNCH 11:30 - 3:30 MON.- SAT.

SERVING DINNER 5:30 - 9:00 THURS., FRI. AND SAT.
JAZZ FRIDAY NIGHTS 8:30 - 11:30

BILL CRAIG AND FRIENDS

JAZZ THURSDAY EVENINGS 7:00 - 9:30
BLUE SUNDAY TRIO
85 NORTH MAIN STREET, WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VT.
(802)295-4411
£-MAIL: MIDBROOK@SOVER.NET (T0 RECEIVE NEWS OF SPECIAL EVENTS**)
**APRIL 12, SAT., 10 pm FASHION SHOW/DANCE PARTY BY KIM SOUSA OF REVOLUTION! $10
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Special Rites

‘ ‘ re you registered?”
Lately, that ques-

tion is all the buzz
in our neck of Queersville. Our
Town, amid a flurry of righteous
controversy, has at last opened
its very own Domestic Partner
Registry. This is a far cry from
Vermont’s Civil Union and even
farther from full-blown marriage,
but it’s still big news for all of us
coupled homos and homettes —
and even heteros who for what-
ever reason don’t want to do the
legal thing — out here in Oregon.
We’re getting all spruced up and
ready to saunter on over to City
Hall where, for a small fee, we
can sign right up.

Granted, in these Code
Orange days of Fatherland, er,
Homeland Security, nobody: is
too keen to sign up for anything.
But we must take our causes for
celebration where we find them.
Being gay, after all, we are
downright cheery about this
important milestone in attaining
our equal justice under the law.

Our glee is barely
dampened by the fact that
Domestic Partner Registration
carries none of the legal benefits
afforded couples who, by virtue
of their binary genitalia, can get
an actual marriage license.
Where would we be if we let a
little bigotry dull the thrill of
trudging along the path toward
equality?

We are high on the his-
torical significance of at long last
being officially recognized as
having more humanity than, say,
pond scum. But despite the
steadfast activism that won us
this small step in the right direc-
tion, gay and lesbian people con-
tinue to be deemed unworthy of
state-sanctified marriage and
such accompanying privileges as
spousal insurance coverage and
hospital visitation. Even so, it’s a
joyous and historic advancement
that same-sex couples around
here, regardless of our divergent
astrological charts and Myers-
Briggs scores, can now become
officially registered. Just like
voters, nurses, motor vehicles -
and Lhasa Apsos. We’re on .our
way, baby!

Mere decades from
today, little children will look up
from their history books and ask
us, “Gee, Gramma and Granny,
back at the turn of the millenni-
um was it really illegal for you
to marry each other?” When we
nod our wizened heads, they’ll
laugh and think we’re kidding.

Our local Domestic
Partnership Registry joins those
in the fewer than 50 other cities
in the U.S. that “recognize” our
relationships. Here, for a mere
$50, you get a piece of paper you
can wave at the hospital desk
staff in hopes of accompanying a

recently-admitted partner into the
ER — God(ess) forbid. Then you
can fold it into accordion pleats
and fan yourself daintily while-
u-wait. These certificates are also
suitable for framing, along with
all our other not-quite-marriage
certificates, powers of attorney
and other documents we’ve
come up with to affirm and sanc-
tify our loving commitment.

We are high
on the
historical
significance of
at long last
being officially
recognized

as having
more humanity
than, say,
‘pond scum.

The good new is — and
here’s where those Special
Rights you’ve heard so much
about come in — Domestic
Partner Registration is easily un-
done. Unlike married heterosexu-
als who have to pay through the
nose for a divorce, all we have to
do in Our Town to call it off'is .
fill out a termination form at our
City Recorder’s office. It doesn’t
cost a penny!

As if the easy out
weren’t enough incentive, City
Hall is open for Domestic
Partner registration any time
between 11:00 and 12:30 on
Mondays and from 2:00 to 4:00
pm on Thursdays. A whopping
three-and-a-half hours every
week just waiting for you to lay
down your fifty bucks and affirm
your lifelong covenant. Now [
ask you, is that convenient or
what? I’m watching out my win-
dow still waiting for those
droves of-couples headed down
to City Hall to sign up. ¥

Sally Sheklow'lives in Eugene,
OR with the woman she’d like to
marry for real. Send comments
to sally@wymprov.com.




