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TM: You end the book by talking about taking
“the risk of unrespectability.” Can you say
more about what you mean by that?

RM: Taking the “risk of unrespectability”
means accepting the fact that somebody some-
where will always be bothered by homosexual-
ity, will always consider it a “problem” for the
larger culture. Rather than responding to such
people by arguing that lesbians and gay men
are no less normal, dignified, or morally
upstanding than anyone else, I am interested in
what happens when we insist that we really are
different, and that our difference opens onto
other possibilities for social, sexual, and cre-
ative life. This, for me, is the appeal of queer-
ness — the refusal to conform to someone else’s
idea of what it means to live a respectable life,
to have normal sex, or to make decent art.

The artists in Qutlaw Representation took the
risk of unrespectability not only by portraying
homosexuality in their work but also by
emphasizing the power of non-conformity.

TM: Outlaw Representation gives us an amaz-
ing and inspiring roadmap of potential ways
that gay artists have pushed boundaries and
challenged society. What do you think your
book tells us about strategies for countering the
censorship of gay culture now and in the
future?

RM: Gay and lesbian artists have made pre-
cious contributions to American culture not by
fitting their work into some rigid standard of
decent art but by proposing alternative visions
of social, sexual, and creative life. Rather than
downplaying or apologizing for their difference

from the mainstream, queer artists have
expanded upon and expressed that difference in
brilliantly imaginative ways. I think thisisa
crucial historical lesson and a key strategy for
the future not only of gay art but also of gay

life and politics. ¥

Tim Miller is a solo performer and_ the author
of Shirts & Skin and Body Blows. He can be
reached through his web site: http://home-
town.aol.com/millertale

“Gay artists
have found
creative ways to
use the outlaw
status of
homosexuality
as a means of
responding to
the attacks on
their work.”
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