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Calling all
Queer Women!

R.U.1.2? Community center is currently
seeking dedicated individuals with an
objective, non-judgmental attitude and a
strong self-identity to serve as volunteer

PEER FACILITATORS for the

Adult Coming Out Support Group.

Interested candidates must be willing to
attend bimonthly meetings and facilitate
at least two meeting per quarter. For @
more information about this volunteer
position, please contact Nancy Ellen or
Shawn at 802.860-RU12.

Joseph Kress, M. A.

Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor
Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor

Individual and Couples Counseling
Adults and Adolescents

8028954993

55 Seymour Lanc Newport, Verimont

 802-453:6677
fax 802-453-6685
dlescoe@together.net
PO Box 42
42 Trillium Lane
Starksboro, VT 05487

2

Investment Advisor Representative
of, and securities offered through
Tower Square Securities, Inc.*
Member NASD/SIPC
.~ *Not affiliated with Choice Financial Services

THAT ANTIQUE CENTER

Used and Out-of-Print Books, VT and NH Books,

THAT BOOK STORE...

and

" Used and Antiquarian Books, An’riqu-es and
Collectibles Multi-Dealer Shop

Post Cards, Paper Ephemera, Glass, Linens,
Vintage Clothing, Coins, Primitives, Pottery
and more... Something for Everyone!

That Book Store: Mon-Sat 10:00-8:00, Sun 11:00-8:00
That Antique Center: Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 11:00-5:00
Railroad Street, St Johnsbury, VT 05819
802.748.1722 - email:tbs@plainfield bypass.com

http://www.allroutes.to/thatbookstore
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Alumni continued from page 15

every orientation and one of my standard lines is, ‘Saint Michael’s College doesn’t just accept
differences, we celebrate them. We are a better place because we have gay and lesbian and
bisexual students here.”” '

And it appears those sexual minority students, as well as those who are questioning their
sexuality, often describe Saint Michael’s as an ‘excellent place to discover themselves and
their sexuality. :

Rogers said that he came out at Saint Michael’s. “I came here a fairly independent, well-
traveled, ‘non-traditional’ transfer student who knew something in his life needed a change,”
Rogers said. “I happened to meet a group [at SMC] of the most caring, supportive, nurtur-
ing, challenging, wonderful people I have ever bad the good fortune to know.”

Susan Wilson, '98, said that she found SMC a great place to define herself as a lesbian
because of the sustenance given her by the College and staff.

“When I came out my sophomore year, there were only two other out lesbian students
on campus,” Wilson said. “I was able to come out because of the openly gay and lesbian
staff and faculty on campus. They were good and helpful people, and I looked up to them.
In cliché terms, they were my role models.”

Wilson, as with many of SMC’s openly-gay students, assumed student leadership roles on
campus. Wilson, then a theatre major, served as a Resident Assistant, co-chair of Ally, and
was an active a participant in the Emerging Leaders Program. She said that it's not just gay
faculty and staff who provide support and guidance for LBGTQ SMC students; several het-
erosexual faculty and staff members have served as unofficial, but strong, LBGT “allies.”

“Especially [associate professor] Diane Lynch,” Wilson said. “Can I say her name? She
rocks!”

Still, as at many colleges or universities, life for openly gay or bisexual students at SMC
isn't always a piece of cake, as the fall 98 voice-mail episode clearly demonstrates. Being
other than heterosexual at St. Michael’s often comes with a price for many. :

“I think that it is still hard to be gay on campus today,” said David Grenier, '97 of
Burlington. “Especially with the recent marriage debate. It has sort of split the college.”

In 1999, in a case that Vermonters know all too well, a case which has national implica-
tions, the Vermont Supreme Court ruled that the Vermont State Legislature had to afford
same-gender couples similar legal protection as married couples currently enjoy.

In 2000, the Vermont Legislature and Governor Dean followed the state Supreme Court
directive and created the now-famous “civil union” statute for same-gender couples.

Coincidentally, the Baker et al. v. Vermont case has a rather significant Saint Michael’s
College connection. Two of the successful petitioners in that case were Peter Harrigan, '83
and his partner, Stan Baker. Harrigan is currently a popular SMC associate professor of Fine
Arts.

Although it appears that most at St. Michael’s has been supportive of Harrigan, there are,
undoubtedly, many forces and personalities both in and outside the College who have not
been nearly as supportive. And some are particularly non-supportive in a rather public way.

' Harrigan told 7he Defender in a March 2000 interview that he has walked a fine line on

campus. “It is difficult because the Catholic Church has certain beliefs of teaching about
homosexuality,” Harrigan said. “Yet, at the same time the College has a strong commitment
to social justice and civil rights, so I can’t see why it would be difficult for people in the
community to reconcile these two things or figure out how to respond based on that
dichotomy.” :

So, despite—and probably in some cases, in spite of—official Church and Diocese poli-
cy, life goes on for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning faculty and staff at
St. Michael’s College.

But there’s some irony about how life goes on for sexual minority students at St. Mike’s:
Students have reported that those in the Office of Campus Ministry — one of the dwindling
number of official links that the College still maintains with the Catholic Church — have
been significantly helpful

“Campus Ministry is wonderfully supportive and open to having gay students be part of -

the Masses and other programs they have,” Joe Kelleher, '01, said.

Kelleher knows the campus well. He’s held several leadership positions while a student
at Saint Michael’s: a resident assistant;, MOVE core team member and co-chair of Ally.
Although he was born without a right arm, Kelleher was part of the 3,000-plus riders in the

2000 annual Boston-to-New York AIDS ride. The ride raised $7 million; Kelleher personal-

ly raised $2,500. \

Still, as altruistic, intelligent and gutsy as Kelleher is, he and millions of others like him
continue to be the objects of debate, derision, and disgust simply because they’re gay.

Yet Joe and all the rest move ahead with their lives, doing the best they can, all the while
hoping and praying that society, and those who form the greater Roman Catholic commu-

" nity, will soon come to realize that each person has value and dignity “which should be

respected in full,” and that a person’s sexuality, whatever orientation, is an integral part of
that value and dignity.

Then those of us who comprise the Saint Michael’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen-

der alumni family might look back on our experiences at SMC and muse as gay alum Bob
King, '84, recently did: “I treasure my memories of St. Mike’s and am thankful for the time
I spent there. I made some life-long friends and learned a great deal — not the least of

: which was about myself.”

My guess is that my classmate, Mike Ward, and all the other gay alums of Saint Michael’s
College who preceded, as well as those who will follow us at the Happy Hilltop, are nod-
ding their heads in agreement. v

Because, as with folks such as Joe Kelleher, Bob King, Peter Harrigan, Sue Wilson, David
Grenier, Randy Orso, Jennifer Calkins, B. J. Rogers, Theresa Krieger, Jen Matthews, Craig
Mitchell, Allison Davis, Peter McDonough, Paul Leduc and countless other SMC alums, Mike
u.nd [ weren’t really alone at Saint Michael’s — although some of us didn’t know it at the
time.

Perhaps that’s the “deeper meaning” that I've been missing all these years.



