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FLOWERS FOR ALL

JREASONS
/‘\
802-863-2300

350 Dorset Street * South Burlington ¢ Vermont 05403
(Turn lefs on San Remo Drive)
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30 2.m.-6:00 p.m. * Sat 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Janet Langdon, M. Div.
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy
Pastoral Counseling

Individuals & Couples

River Road, Putney, VT 05346
802-387-5547

Damascus steel and
18 karat jewelry by
award-winning designer
NAMU CHO

GRANNIS GALLERY

“Fine Golo

Corner of Church and Bank, Burlington ® 660-2032 « M-S 10-6 ® Sun 12-5

VWV Out & About Travel

CALL 1-800-842-4753
100% GAY OWNED & OPERATED

v

| . TIME FOR /
s» HOLDAY TRAVEL! ¢

UPCOMING TOURS & CRUISES

= New Year's Eve in Puerto Vallarta 12-27-1/3 from $999 pp/do includes airt SPACE LIMITI ED!

= New Year's Eve in London 12/28- 1/2/2002 from $998 pp/do includes rt airt

= Aspen 25th Anniversary Gay Ski Week 1/1 9-26 2002 from $999 pp/do

= Atlantis Eastern Caribbean Cruise 1/26-2/2 2002 from $798 pp/do

= Whistier Gay Ski Week 2/2-10 2002 from $1499 pp/do Voted one of top ski resorts in N. Americal

= RSVP 10 Day Mexico Cruise 2/15-25 2002 from $1048 ppi/do Biggest All-Gay Cruise Ever! §

® Carnaval in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 2/6-14 2002 from $1940 pp/do. Inc. rt air, 6 nights acc.,
taxes, breakfasts, gay welcome pkt,. Tropical Islands tour, Half day city & Corcovado tour. §

Unquestionably, the largest celebration in the world

» Sydney Gay/Lesbian Mardi Gras 2/27- 3/5 2002 from $998 ppido World's Largest Gay Event! |
» 15t All-Gay Hawail Cruise 3/17-24 2002 from $899 ppido Don't Miss This Cruisel '
® 5 Night pkg to the All-Gay Cormorant Beach Resort, St Croix from $699 pp/do inc. air!
# Caribbean & Mexico pkgs from $599 pp/do includes rt air, 7 nights acc., fransfers, gay guide & more! |
= Disney & Universal pkgs from $348 pp/da includes rt air, 3 nighls acc., park passes, fransfers & morel ;
= 3, 5 & 7 Night Cruises from as low as $249 pp/do (Choose from Carribean, Bahamas or Mexico)
s NEW! Let us plan your ROADTRIP GETAWAY! UNBELIEVABLE hotel & car deals!

Hundreds of packages available, please call for your dream vacation! |

Youre Welcome, Karen Kerin!

By STEVE STOWELL

I would like to thank Karen Kerin for giving me the opportunity to point out all
of the flaws in her response to my letter. Miss Kerin doesn’t remember mention-
ing the 2000 Presidential Election results, but her August column stated, “The year
started with [the] inauguration of a new president, some of whom thought to have
stolen the election because he did not win the popular vote. Alas, our constitu-
tional republic ingeniously provides for a balancing of the votes via the college of
electors in such a way as to assure the states have proportional representation
rather than a simple majority representation. Most Americans, after all the brou-
ha-ha, approved of the new president.”

As I pointed out previously, most Americans did not approve of Mr. Bush before

. September 11, 2001, because he did steal the election. That was not my theory; it
is a fact that anyone interested can read more about in two wonderful books: The
Betrayal of America, How the Supreme Court Undermined the Constitution and
Chose Our President, by Vincent Bugliosi, and Supreme Injustice, How the High
Court Hijacked Election 2000, by Alan Dershowitz. I fully agree that “this is a trou-
bling allegation,” and this fact should disturb us all. I, too, Miss Kerin, am not
ready to abandon a legal system that has provided stability for nearly all the life
of this nation. I would like to have a Supreme Court that abides by the
Constitution, as Justices Rehnquest, Thomas, O’Connor, Kennedy, and Scalia did
not.

And Miss Kerin’s illogical comparison of this heinous act with the Vermont
Supreme Court granting Civil Unions based on the Vermont constitution is ludi-
crous. Miss Kerin claims that, “Senator Jeffords did something that was not
admirable to anyone, no matter the political persuasion.” Actually, this is contrary
to every poll done in Vermont after Jeffords switched parties. Jim Jeffords is not
perfect, and I don’t agree with him on every vote he has cast; but he stood up for
his principles, the same principles that he ran on. That cannot be said of George
W. Bush, who cast himself as a moderate during the election campaign and then
aligned himself with the most conservative Republicans afterward. Everyone knew
Jeffords’ beliefs differed from the Vermont Republican platform, but apparently
Vermont Republicans supported him anyway just because of his party affiliation. I
have always voted for Jeffords, even though I consider myself a Democrat.

jeffords did not run “for office under a false flag.” Miss Kerin just refused to see
the truth. When Senator Jeffords realized the Bush Administration was only nomi-
nating the most extreme conservatives for cabinet positions, he defected. Jeffords’
act was courageous because he stood up for what he believed in against the grain
of his own party. Most Vermonters applauded his decision precisely because it was
not out of character. And that’s what made him a hero.

.. Miss Kerin’s illogical comparison of this heinous act
‘with the Vermont Supreme Court granting Civil Unions
based on the Vermont constitution is ludicrous.

I appreciate Miss Kerin giving me more information about the Kyoto Accord and
the Stockholm Rules. Yet, she doesn’t address the concerns of the European Union
that the United States would not sign this accord because the Bush Administration
decided they needed more information about global warming. I recommend any-
one interested in learning more about global warming read Earth in the Balance
by Al Gore. There was great discord between the United States and our allies over
this. With Senator Jeffords’ party switch, there is a very good chance the Senate
would ratify this protocol.

As for the Anti-ballistic Missile Treaty, Miss Kerin ignores the fact that German
Chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder, French President, Jacques Chirac, and Russian
President, Vladimir Putin were all in favor of keeping it in force. :

Just because the Cold War no longer exists doesn’t mean that we should build
ballistic missiles. If the events of September 11 and what has happened afterward
have taught us anything, it is that our enemies will attack us in unconventional
ways. Extra missiles would not have stopped the plane hijackings or the cases of
Anthrax. We need to work on countering biological and chemical weapons. I hope
the Bush Administration will be up to the challenge, but I'am so far discouraged.
Did we even present our case against Osama bin Laden to the World Court before
the US and British forces attacked Afghanistan? :

In summary, let me say that I cannot fathom how Miss Kerin can deny the facts
about Senator Jeffords and the 2000 presidential election. Does she listen to only

the most conservative Republicans? Her comment that I need to “remove the

shroud from the light of truth” was ridiculous considering the lies she presented.
Karen Kerin obviously does not “choose to be honest and forthright.” Miss Kerin
needs to move out of the cave she’s been living in and join the rest of us in the
light of truth. Education leads to enlightenment, and I have recommended books

to help Miss Kerin in her journey. But given her column in the October 2001 issue,
I fear it may be too late.



