20 - OITM july 2001

AVEDA (RIW

a full service salon
1508 Church St « 802.864.2088

 802:453:6677
fax 802-453-6685
dlescoe@together.net -
PO Box 42
42 Trillium Lane
Starksboro, VT 05487

.

Advisor Rep ive
of, and securities offered through
Tower Square Securities, Inc.*
Member NASD/SIPC
*Not affiliated with Choice Financial Services

WOMENS TCHOICE

GYNECOLOGIC ASSOCIATES

23 Mansfield Avenue
Burlington, Vermont 05401
802-863-9001

Fax: 802-862-9637

Cheryl A. Gibson M.D.
Susan F. Smith M.D.

20 Charming Rooms
Peace & Privacy

@e
“Highlands “Inn

P.O. Box 118
Bethlehem, NH 03574
603-869-3978
1-877-LES-B-INN (537-2466)

A LESBIAN PARADISE

100 AcresePool

www.highlandsinn-nh.com
Hot TubeTrails

vacation@highlandsinn-nh.com

THAT BOOK STORE...
' and |

THAT ANTIQUE CENTER

Used and Antiquarian Books, Antiques and
Collectibles Multi-Dealer Shop
Used and Out-of-Print Books, VT and NH Books,
Post Cards, Paper Ephemera, Glass, Linens,
Vintage Clothing, Coins, Primitives, Pottery
and more... Something for Everyonel!

Usually...Mon-Sat 10:00-8:00, Sun 11:00-8:00
Railroad Street, St Johnsbury, VT 05819
802.748.1722 - email:tbs@plainfield.bypass.com
http://www.allroutes.to/thatbookstore

The typical anthropologist
has been straight, male and
white — the kind of scholar
succinctly characterized by
Larry Kramer as “some dried-
up old heterosexual prune at
Harvard”— and therein lies the

problem. :

From the first Spanish mis-
sionaries to modern conserva-
tive historians, there has often
been unwillingness to observe
and record the sexual aspects
of tribal cultures. Because the
science came of age in
Victorian times, issues of sex
were discussed in broad
terms, if at all, and any men-
tion of homosexuality or gen-
der variance was taboo. It
turns out that women anthro-
pologists have a better track
record on both issues.

Growing Up in New
Guinea

Margaret Mead, every-
body’s favorite anthropolo-
gist, led an interesting life for
us to observe. Though mar-
ried three times, she moved
on to a sexual relationship
with a co-worker, Ruth
Benedict, and in her later life,
with several other women as
well.

As an anthropologist, she is
famous for her use of photog-
raphy, and for her application
of anthropological techniques
to modern society.
(Incidentally, she is credited
with a favorite slogan: “Never
doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citi-
zens can change the world.”)
Mead believed in being objec-
tive, and unlike many in her
profession, she tried to record

“everything.

According to  Walter
Williams in The Spirit and the
Flesh, “ " ... part of the reason

_for anthropologists’ avoid-

ance of this topic [berdache]
is that few of them have felt
genuinely comfortable in
writing about sexual . vari-
ance.” (Not to mention sexual
matters in general!) Williams
quotes one stuffy anthropolo-
gist as saying proudly, “Such
things don’t interest me.”
Even Matilda Coxe
Stevenson, one of the first.
women anthropologists to
write about the gender-variant
Native American berdache,
said in 1896, “There is a side
to the lives of these men
which must remain untold.”

All the Anthropology that Fits
Stonehende fo Sfonewa||

By Charlie Emond

Acting Up in
Washington, DC

We’wha (1849-1896) was a
Zuni berdache (“lhamana” in
their tongue) born in a pueblo
in New Mexico. This was one
remarkable Native American.
Talk about acting! For six
months, all of Washington DC
accepted him as a woman.

Anthropologist Stevenson
arranged the visit for We’wha
in 1886. “She” even fooled
Matilda, who wrote, “So care-
fully was his sex concealed
that for years this writer
believed him to be a woman.”

Though We’wha spoke
only a few words of English
when she arrived, she soon
picked up enough to join in
conversation. She became the
talk of the town, and appeared
at the Smithsonian to demon-
strate Zuni weaving.

As a Zuni cultural ambas-
sador, she met President
Grover Cleveland and gave
him some of her handiwork.
Speaker of the House John
Carlisle and his wife became
her special friends. When she
returned to her village, they
sent a large sack of seed to
her. The tribe was elated that
We’wha passed for a woman
in the high society of the
nation’s capital. It turned out
that during her entire visit,
she had used the women’s
bathrooms, and this also gave
her lots to talk about.

The' Washington Evening
Star described her this way:
“Folks who have formed poet-
ic ideals of Indian maidens,
after > “the - pattern- = of
Pocahontas or Minnehaha,
might be disappointed in Wa-
Wah [sic] on first sight. Her
features, and especially her
mouth, are rather large; her
figure and carriage rather
masculine.”

Perhaps it is the perspec-
tive of time, or our constant
exposure to drag queens, but
her photo clearly shows a man
in Indian drag. That no one
caught on makes me wonder
what the folks of Washington,
DC, were drinking at the time.
She looks a little like Jay
Leno.

Dressing Up in New
Mexico

It was the custom among
the Zuni for men who dressed
as women to be called “she.”
In true berdache tradition,

We’wha mediated between
men and women, and carried
on cultural traditions.

The tribal berdache was
also a special link to the spiri-
tual realm. Stevenson wrote
of We’wha, “Owing to her
bright mind and excellent
memory, she was called upon
... when a long prayer had to
be repeated or a grace was to
be offered over a feast. In
fact, she was the chief person-
age on many occasions.”

She was the tallest and
strongest person in her tribe
and “she was beloved by all
the children to whom she was
ever kind.” We’wha also did
her best to help the anthropol-
ogists who came to record the
ways of her people.

Her death of heart disease
was a great tribal tragedy.
Stevenson was there when she
died, and her last words
included goodbyes to her
friends in Washington. The
account of her death and its
effect on the people who
loved her is very touching.
We’wha was dressed in
women’s clothes for burial,
but wore men’s trousers, and
was buried on the men’s side
of the cemetery:

An online biography of
Margaret Mead includes the
lines, “She insisted that
human diversity is a resource
not a handicap, that all human
beings have the capacity to
learn from and to teach each
other.” This rings particularly
true when considering the life
of someone as wonderful as
We’wha of the Zuni.

Next time: Are you
ready for a gay presi-
dent?

For More Information: This
column is the 31st in a series
that began in prehistory. I
often use Gay American
History by Jonathan Ned Katz
as a reference book. This
excellent collection of sources
includes the death of We’wha.

Charlie Emond has a bach-
elor’s degree from Queen’s
College and master s degrees
Jrom both Dartmouth and
Keene State. He teaches col-
lege history courses in
Springfield and White River
Junction.  Stonehenge to
Stonewall is distributed by
Above the Fold LTD,
www.abovefold.com.



