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announce the release of a
brand new music video containing
two songs from the smash hit CD
Welcome to Yolandaworld. This 10 minute
video, produced by New York performance
artist David Finkelstein, is available free
with any donation of $35.00 or more to
. FCD between now and June 30th. FCD is
a nonprofit organization engaged in educa-
onal, spiritual and environmental projects
affecting member of the GLBT community
and their allies.
Send your name, address, & check or
money order made out to FCD 'to:
FCD, Box 531
Winooski . VT 05441

. Learn more about FCD:
;_ www.faeriecampdestiny.org

“The Best Restaurant in Town!”
7John Powers, The Boston Globe

Selected as a
“*Best Restaurant™
in

WHERE THE
[0CALS EAT

A warm,
welcoming,

special place.

Great feasts from Thailand, Vietnam,

Burma, China, Indonesia!

Five Spice Cafe

175 Church St.
Burlington
 864-4045 '

Local delivery through Four Star Delivery Express ® 865-FOOD

THAT BOOK STORE._.

and

THAT ANTIQUE CENTER

Used and Antiquarian Books, Antiques and
Collectibles Multi-Dealer Shop ~
Used and Out-of-Print Books, VT and NH Books,
Post Cards, Paper Ephemera, Glass, Linens,
Vintage Clothing, Coins, Primitives, Pottery
and more... Something for Everyone!

Usually...Mon-Sat 10:00-8:00, Sun 11:00-8:00
Railroad Street, St Johnsbury, VT 05819
802.748.1722 - email:tbs@plainfield.bypass.com
http://www.allroutes.to/thatbookstore

_ The Stone Hearth Inn

~ 698 Route 11 West

~ One Mile West of the Green

_ Chester, Vermont 05143
802-875-2525 or 888-617-3656

~ Room Rates From $79 for Two ]

... Including Full Breakfast
Your Hosts - Chris & Brent

stonehenge fo Sfonewa||

Cowgirls and Indians

“She drank, she swore, she
courted girls”

There are many examples in
American history of what are
called “passing women:”
women who dressed- and
lived—often undiscovered—as
men. This was especially true
on the Western frontier.

Calamity Jane fled “the
society of women forever and
joined the male sex.” There
was Deborah Sampson, who
fought in the Revolutionary
War, Murray Hall in turn-of-
the-century New York City,
and Dr. Mary Walker, who got
the Medal of Honor for her
service in the Civil War. These
and many others had in com-
mon their masculine attire and
their girlfriends.

Willa Cather (1873-1947),
whose novels express “her
deep love of the land,” wrote
wonderfully of frontier life.
She was always called
“Willie,” and during girlhood,
she dressed as a boy and wore
her hair short. She expressed a
“vast contempt for skirts and
dresses,” and continued to
dress as a man at university,
where she invariably played
men in theatrical productions.
During her long and fruitful
life, she never even came close
to marriage. Her last 40 years
were spent with her girlfriend,
Edith Lewis.

The Spirit and the Flesh

My favorite book on gender-
bending native Americans, The
Spirit and the Flesh, speaks
largely of the berdache—wom-

anly men—with barely a men- °

tion of manly women. The
problem for observers of

Indian customs on the frontier -

was that men, especially white
men, were excluded from the
world of women. These
observers were universally
male; as a result, hardly any-
thing has been written about
lesbian Indians.

Walter Williams gives some
examples of girls who, in the
absence of male children, took
on a hunting role for their fam-
ilies. An early explorer named
the Amazon River for the
Amazons of classical Greece
after observing women of the
Tupanimba with their hair cut
like men, with bows and
arrows, and with wives.

Several Indian tribes had

“man-like women” who hunted
and rode as warriors with the
men. One of these. was
“Woman Chief” of the Crows,
who excelled at traditional
male pursuits as a girl. The
Crow Indians came to revere
her. So successful was she that
they thought she was immor-
tal—until 1854, when she was
killed while on a peace mis-
sion. She had four wives.

“Two-spirit people”

To expand my knowledge of
both lesbian and native
American issues, I bought
Two-Spirit People. Since it was
written and edited by two
women—plus a token male
Indian—I figured that I could-
n’t go wrong. '

However, much of the book
is a diatribe against using any
of the following words in any
context: gay, lesbian, berdache,
two-spirit, transgendered,
transsexual, cross-dressing,
and amazon. They hate all
these terms. In fact, they seem
to hate all terms.

They hate the European
term “berdache” so much that
they never use it without quo-
tation marks and the term [sic]
after it.

They also really hate the
term “amazon” because a
white male (Walter Williams)
proposed it as a convenient
term  for  non-traditional
women. Yet one writer cheer-
fully switches at random from
“womyn” to “wimmin” with-
out a word of explanation, and
another sets up a table in which
fag, gay, dyke and lesbian are
four possible categories of peo-
ple! :

They answer at great length
your pressing questions. Is that
Navajo word spelled “nadleeh”
or “nadleehi” or possibly
“nadleehe?” These people
apparently lose sleep over this!
So unless you enjoy reading
page after page of abstruse
anthropological sniping, don’t
buy this book. It has all the
charm of a high school term
paper.

The title of the book is an

‘attempt to cash in on a modern

term for people once called
berdache. (So much for their
objections to its use!) Some
people don’t like “two-spirit”
as a description for having both
male and female qualities,
because it appears to empha-

By Charlie Emond

size a spiritual element.

Now, I happen to think that
is a good thing but then, [ am a
non-native. It is clear from the
readings in this book that we
non-natives have no right to
write about native cultures.

(Where is MY token Indian
when [ need him?)

Imagine the Possibilities!

To come closest to the
Native American way of think-

ing, you have to realize that

most tribes have, and have
always had, members who
identify with genders beyond
Jjust male and female. You have
to accept that there are three,
four (or five) genders, all of
which were fully integrated
into tribal life. A Navajo sage
said; “The world is made of
two: woman and man. But
there has always been the third
one who is-both, the ‘nadlee-
hizs =

There are both male and
female “nadleehi” and a fifth
gender is hermaphrodites.
Native . Americans saw no
problem with a relationship
between one of these genders
and another. When a “two spir-
it” woman loved a woman,
since there were really two dif-
ferent genders involved, that
was perfectly OK.

Willa Cather appreciated
“the importance that place and
spirit have in forming the
human personality.” Now, she
would have liked the term
“two-spirit people,” and so do
I. It is a shame that she never
got out there to interview and
write about lesbian Indians.
Now that would have been a
book worth buying!

Charlie Emond has a bache-
lor’s degree from Queens
College and master'’s degree
from both Dartmouth and
Keene State. He teaches col-
lege  history courses in
Springfield and White River
Junction.  Stonehenge to
Stonewall is syndicated by
Above the Fold, LTD,
info@abovefold.com.

Next time:
Cowboys, sidekicks
and the real

meaning of
“Kemo sabe.”




