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A Conversation with . . .

By LARISSA THOMPSON

There were three words that
Gregory Douglass kept mentioning
during my conversation with him: ran-
dom, ironic, and paradox. After hear-
ing about how Gregory spent his child-
hood listening to his mentors and
teaching himself how to play the guitar,
play piano and sing, those words corre-
late with the journey this musician has
taken so far.

Coming from rural Vermont, it is
interesting how much Gregory has
taken charge of his life to pursue a
musical career, despite how he claims
to have felt different than many of his
friends growing up. Gregory explained
how what seemed to be a negative
childhood experience could actually be
seen as positive because it forced him
to have an obsession with music.

What has resulted from this obses-
sion is Gregory’s second album,
Gregory Douglass. Gregory’s album is
beyond his 20 years.

On this album you can hear Gregory
pushing his voice to the limit; it is both
beautiful and astounding. Gregory
confides that he finds his singing and
vocal harmonies to be his strongest
gift; the songs on this album show the
confidence this young artist has in his
voice. Whatever emotion he is trying
to convey is easily heard in the intensi-
ty of his singing. On most tracks there
are no moments where Gregory is not
humming along with the music. This
makes each song even more striking
because his voice is so entrancing.

In tracks such as “Color Me Perfect”
and “Lovely Ruthie,” (an amazing
- piece with the piano), Gregory gives us
a glimpse at his piano skills and how
his passion for music also thrives at the
keys. When asked if he minds being
labeled a male Tori' Amos, he said it
pleased him because he felt that people
had recognized his zone of music,
where he was coming from, and that it
was important to make that connection.
He said that if people didn’t draw that
connection, it would worry him. Tori
Amos, Kate Bush, and most recently
David Gray, have been his teachers,
and it is only natural to him that their
sounds are reflected in his music.

Most of the pieces on Gregory’s
newest album are performed on the

acoustic guitar, with accompaniment
from a studio band. According to him,
he likes to have an equal split between

his solo work and produced pieces. On

tour, Gregory tries to splice his perfor-
mances between those alone and with
the band. Gregory admits that he is an
extreme person who gets “bored with-
out diversity.” In the future he sees
himself performing with several female
vocalists and a bass player.

Besides greater aspirations with fel-
low musicians, Gregory’s own talents
are limitless. He wants his next chal-
lenge to be to learn the violin because
of his strong affection for orchestra
music used by some of his mentors.
With a new digital piano, Gregory also
wants to master the piano for more of
his pieces.

The support from the Burlington
community, his family, Seven Days and
the Point, has been tremendous,
Gregory said. He looks forward to
placing his feet over the borders of
Vermont though. Gregory said he had-
n’t really collaborated with the
Burlington music scene, and he admits
that he does not want to get too com-
fortable in Burlington even though
there are plenty of venues to perform
at. In the United States, where pop
singers like Britney Spears rule the
charts, he fears that he might not have
the opportunity to shine as much as he
would in other places.

America is so random and unpre-
dictable when it comes to music, he
said. If it is bubble gum that America
wants, then they are missing out on the
talent and rich sound of Gregory
Douglass, who is only going to get bet-
ter.

“There is a wave of energy around
us at all times and there is one specific
channel artists tap into...you just have
to tap into it.” Gregory considers him-
self to be an observer, which is very
apparent in two of the songs on
Gregory Douglass, “Lovely Ruthie”
and “Virginia.” Gregory said that he
likes to pick specific situations and
elaborate on them. He said, “I like to
give my views on the situation, sort of
as my theories on the way life works.”
As a listener, I felt that we could all
relate to being an observer in life and
that is what Gregory captures so elo-

quently in his songwriting. Although
he admits that his weakness is some-
times with finding the lyrics, the listen-
er cannot tell as Gregory captures the
story about a friend who struggles with
his inner-woman in “Lovely Ruthie”,
or sings about the dominant, indepen-
dent women in his life in “Virginia.”
The songs are not just melodies as
much as they are stories by a young
person, growing up, watching the
world, and putting what he sees into
music; something not everyone can do
well.

mainstream. The way he is true to him-
self is what will take his music that
much further and leave his listeners on
their toes to see what he will produce
next.

Gregory Douglass is just another
person on the street who’s barely
noticed, just like the rest of us, but with
a voice and talent that is unbeatable.

Larissa lives in Burlington.

There is onelf
piece that Gregory
says he worked on
for six months
called “Somebody
Else,” which was
also going to be
the name of the ||,
album.  Gregory |
decided to cut it
and admits, It
would have been |
too Debbie Gibson |}
and upbeat.” After
speaking with
Gregory for an|{|%
hour, I realized
what ‘I admired
most about him,
besides his musi-
cal skills and
friendly personali-
ty; he refuses to be
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CivilUnionGuide.com

Lodging = Caterers = Florists = Clergy
Ceremony Sites = Photographers = Musicians

Vermont's
Comprehensive
Civil Union Guide

“One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, if one has not dined well.”

-Virginia Woolf
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‘The Civil Union»:
Gift Registry

Let THE STORE in Waitsfield
help you make the decision of a lifetime... -

Our experienced staff will assist you with
care and guide you in making

A wide selection of quality china, glassware,

3 flatware, Wilton, Calphalon, Le Creuset cookware, All
Clad, Cuisinarts, Wusthof knives, housewares, linens,
antiques, pottery, table settings, gifts for the bath

and gifts for your attendants. °

For over 10 years, Cloud 9 Caterers has been bringing
creative, customized menus to the table. Cloud 9 boasts an
extensive variety of signature menu items that take

advantage of produce unique to Vermont. We also

feature lavish custom cakes and desserts created

by our Pastry Chef, Pdtty Berringer.
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Whether the event you're planning is a civil celebration for 300,

or dinner for 6...call Sarah Moran at Cloud 9 Caterers:

CLOUD 9 CATERERS

Phone (802) 655-7370 Fax (802) 655-7765 Email salncloud9@aol.com VERMONT

Email - info@vermontstore.com _
Web Site - www.vermontstore.com
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your important choices.

>
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We will display in our store a special
table, just for you. Beautifully set with the
sumptuous choices from your registry.

>

Our Civil Union Consultants can help you with your invitations,
rehearsal dinner, flowers, catering, cake, photographers, hair
styling...and all the important details.

>

The Store’s Registry is unique for its personal and loving
attention to you and your guests.
No matter if you are in the area or out of town,
we are only a phone call away on

The Store Hotline.
1-(800)-639-8031

THE
STORE

Route 100, Waitsfield, Vermont
(802) 496-4465 FAX (802) 496-7719

Est. 1965
Open 10-6 Daily
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